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2. INFORMATION

2.1 
At its meeting on 30 June 2010 the Council adopted a Petition scheme as required by the Local Democracy Regeneration and Construction Act 2009, (the 2009 Act).  The Scheme omitted details of the e-petitions facility as implementation of this part of the scheme had been delayed by the then Government until 15 December 2010.
2.2 
The purpose of this report is to include the details of the E-petition facility within the scheme and to make minor amendments to the adopted part of the scheme for the purpose of clarification. The agreed scheme is attached at Appendix 1. The information to be incorporated into the scheme is shown in italics.

2.3 
The 2009 Act requires Local Authorities to provide a facility for making petitions in electronic form. The 2009 Act applies the same requirements to electronic petitions as to paper petitions except for the following:

· If the petition is made in electronic form it must be made using the Council’s e-petition facility
· The Council must give  reasons for not allowing a request to use the e-petition facility

· The Council can decide what equates to a signature on an e-petition. 

2.4 
The Statutory Guidance on petitions which was followed in establishing the original scheme was withdrawn by the Department for Communities by letter dated 24 September to allow more discretion on the approach taken to petitions. (Appendix 2). Clarity was sought from the Department of Communities and Local Government on the impact of this for the implementation of the e-petition facility but no response has been received to date.
2.5 The letter refers to payment made to Local Authorities for the burden of providing the e-petition facility through area based grants. The annual grant for petitions is £5,256 and to date this Council has  received £3,504.
2.6 The revised Petition scheme is based on the model scheme as set out in the Statutory Guidance. It is recommended that this is adopted as it is consistent with the existing part of the scheme with a view to reviewing the whole scheme in 12 months.
2.7 Arrangements have been made to purchase an e-petition package through a company specialising in providing technology to the public sector to assist the democratic process.  The system has been developed around Local Government best practice and provides petition organisers and the Council administrators with a user friendly system to deal with e-petitions. The system is currently in operation at Northamptonshire County Council.
2.8 Public-I will implement and host the site and provide on going support and maintenance. The cost of the package is an initial implementation fee of £3,500 with an annual hosting fee of £500 per annum. 
2.9 The Council has not previously operated an e-petition facility so it is not possible to predict what impact this scheme may have. The Council, to date, has received very few petitions. The availability of an online facility may increase the level of public interest and impact on the resources necessary to service the system. It is recommended that the revised Petition scheme is adopted as set out in Appendix 1 to meet the requirements of the legislation and to enable the e-petition facility to be put in place. The scheme should  be reviewed in 12 months to assess its effectiveness and consider areas which may require  improvement. 
3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT

3.1 
The stated purpose of the legislation is to reinvigorate local democracy. Petitions are considered to be a popular and recognised form of civic action and the introduction of an electronic means of petitioning will provide an alternative means of allowing people to express their views.
4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS

None
5.
USE OF RESOURCES

5.1 As set out in paragraph 2.7 and 2.8 above.
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To seek the Council’s approval to adopt the E-Petition element of the Petition Scheme as required by the Local Democracy Regeneration and Construction Act 2009 and to make minor amendments to the existing Scheme.





6.	RECOMMENDATION





	that:-





(i)	the revised Petition Scheme set out in Appendix 1 be approved; and





(ii)	the effectiveness of the Petition scheme be reviewed in 12 months' time.











