B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

A6 TOWNS FORUM

Meeting held: 10th March 2004

Present:


Chair: 
Councillor Cedwein Brown

Rothwell Town Council:
Councillor Glenda Weston


Councillor Peter Weston

Burton Latimer Town Council:
Councillor Maureen Jerram


Councillor Derek Zanger

Desborough Town Council:
Councillor James Putt

Barton Seagrave Parish
Councillor Margaret Michelson

Council:
Councillor Arthur Michelson

Kettering Borough Council:
Councillor David Coe (also representing


    Desborough Town Council)


Councillor Christopher Lamb (also 


    representing Northamptonshire County 


    Council)


Councillor Christopher Groome


Councillor Ruth Groome (also representing


    Burton Latimer Town Council)


Councillor Maurice Bayes


Councillor Belinda Humfrey (also


    representing Desborough Town Council)


Councillor Mike Tebbutt (also


    representing Desborough Town Council)


Councillor David Whyte (also representing


    Rothwell Town Council)

Also Present:

Rural Forum Representative:
Councillor Keith A'Ness


Adrienne Jarrett (Healthy Schools


    Co-ordinator


John Trimble (Northamptonshire County


    Council (Highways)


Jim Bridger (Northamptonshire Fire and 


    Rescue Service)

Kettering Borough Council
Martin Hammond (Deputy Chief Executive)


Ian Strachan (Head of Customer Services


    and Information)


Val Hitchman (Head of Community Services)


Carolyn Mackay (Clerk to Rothwell Town 


    Council)


Anne Ireson (Forum Administrator)

03.A6TF.41
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillors Alan Whitlam, David Soans, Simon Ogle, Margaret Talbot, Ivan Cox, Doreen Bindley, Mark Dearing, Kevin Kirkham, David Jones and Claire Sevier-Burnapp.

03.A6TF.42
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the A6 Towns Forum held on 4th February 2004 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

03.A6TF.43
HEALTHY SCHOOLS INITIATIVE


The Chair welcomed Adrienne Jarrett (Healthy Schools Co-ordinator) to the meeting.


A presentation was given to the Forum on the Healthy Schools Initiative.  It was noted that schools were targeted in the County using a number of indicators, but that the same service was available to other schools upon request, including independent schools.


The services provided by the Healthy Schools Team were noted as follows:-



A dedicated member of the Healthy Schools Team



A baseline audit



Identification of gaps and strengths



Recommendations on how to address gaps



Identification of best practice and networking with



   other schools



Partnership working with other agencies and



   Organisations where required.


Following the presentation the following points were raised:-

· Methods of school assessment and recommendations for awards

· Sex education and teenage pregnancy statistics

· Healthy eating in schools and teenage obesity

· Work to increase activity levels in schools

· Scandinavian countries' policy for schools to supply all food eaten whilst on the premises

· Government initiatives in relation to the supply of water and free fruit in schools

· The gathering of research data to feed into a national evaluation

· The lack of food preparation facilities in some schools as kitchens were used for other purposes

Adrienne Jarrett was thanked for her attendance and presentation.

03.A6TF.44
HIGHWAYS ISSUES


The Chair welcomed John Trimble (Northamptonshire County Council Highways) to the meeting.


The Forum was advised of post-bypass budgets available for Rothwell/Desborough and also Rushden/Higham Ferrers.  Consultation was now being undertaken with town councils on signing requirements and other issues.


It was noted that meetings were due to be held with Rothwell and Desborough Town Councils decide allocation of next year's funding (£120,000).


During the debate, it was suggested that communication with county councillors could be improved.  John Trimble was informed of the following outstanding issues in Rothwell and Desborough:-

· The need for more notices to be affixed to lamp-posts

· The need for the path between Rothwell and Desborough to be resurfaced

· The footpath in Arthingworth Road to the bridge

· 30 lights on the A14 between Kettering and Rothwell are not working

· The need for clarification about what will be proposed for the Harborough Road railway bridge and for consultation to take place with the Desborough Town Council

· The standards of workmanship undertaken by contractors, particularly in the Glendon Road and Greening Road areas

· The poor quality of road repairs in the County generally

· The need to enforce reinstatement to former condition when roads are dug up by utility companies

· Dangers faced by cyclists on minor roads due to potholes

· The CLARENCE service did not always work when reporting problems as reporting structures and contact points were unclear

· Disappointment regarding the small amount of funding available for minor works and post by-pass works

· The need to identify private sector funding where appropriate (through the planning route)


Councillor Christopher Groome advised the Forum that a steering group had been set up in Burton Latimer 10 years ago, following the construction of the Burton Bypass, to take forward recommendations as a result of public consultation.  It was noted that the steering group included a representative from County Highways.  He appraised the Forum of action taken in Burton Latimer at that time to maximise available funding.


It was noted that Rushden and Higham Ferrers had set up a similar steering group and that the Northamptonshire County Council preferred this approach.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the above issues be noted by John Trimble and action taken as appropriate; and


(ii)
a list of the appropriate contact telephone numbers for various highways issues be sent to town and parish council clerks.

03.A6TF.45
SERVICE PROVISION IN THE A6 TOWNS


Members received a presentation on the Council's proposals for delivering a customer service in the A6 Towns.


It was noted that the presentation was for information purposes only at this stage, with a full debate being held in June 2004 after the proposals had been considered by the Town Councils.


The Head of Customer Services and Information was thanked for his presentation.

03.A6TF.46
SPORTS AND PLAY FACILITES


The Head of Community Services circulated the Action Plan for the Sports Facilities Strategy 2003-2005 as it related to the A6 Towns.


It was noted that there was a shortage of facilities for young people's teams in Rothwell and the football pitch at the recreation ground needed to be inspected and brought back into use.


Members were informed that a task and finish group of the Council would shortly be commencing work on a Best Value Review of Culture, Leisure and Sport.  This provided an opportunity for consultation to be undertaken with the A6 Towns Forum prior to commencement of the review.


The meeting then adjourned whilst members formed into four groups to identify the three most important good aspects of current services and the three most important aspects of existing services recommended for change.


The four groups then reported back to the Forum and the comments made are attached as an Appendix to these minutes.

RESOLVED
that the comments and feedback sheets be submitted to the Task and Finish Group for Culture Leisure and Sport for consideration during the best value review.

03.A6TF.47
NEWSROUND


Rothwell


It was noted that, following the previous meeting, action had been taken in respect of the following

· Litter on the A6 bypass

· Railings outside the Church (it was intended to replace them instead of re-painting in time for the 800th anniversary)


It was reported that contractors used by estate agents in the town were suspected of fly tipping in connection with house clearances.  It was agreed that appropriate action should be taken wherever possible.


The Borough Council was commended on its quick response and service given in relation to removal of fly-tipped rubbish.


Desborough


It was noted that the litter warden had attended a meeting of the Desborough Town Council.  The Council was in the process of identifying suitable receptacles for cigarette ends.


The following further points were raised:-

· Vandalism at the allotments

· The methods of selection for play equipment and the receipt of tenders

· The planned temporary closure of Desborough Leisure Centre in order for a planned Health and Safety Assement to be carried out (22nd to 26th March 2004).


Burton Latimer


The litter warden had attended a ward surgery in the town and had indicated that enforcement could be undertaken at any time of the day or night if appropriate.  Latimer Park was identified as a litter hotspot.


A planned clean-up at the Cemetery had experienced problems due to public liability cover.  It was noted that, to overcome this problem, the group had been redesignated as a task group of the Town Council and could therefore be covered by its existing insurance policy.


Barton Seagrave


Litter on the A14 in Barton Seagrave was identified as a problem.

03.A6TF.48
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS

RESOLVED
that the following items be placed on the agenda for future meetings of the Forum:-

· Service provision in the A6 Towns

· Update on the Market Towns Initiative

· Secondary Head Teachers (Latimer, Montsaye and Southfields)

· Corporate Plan

· Northamptonshire Police

03.A6TF.49
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED
that next meeting take place on 23rd June 2004 at Kettering Borough Council.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and finished at 9.42 pm)

Signed .................................................

Chair

AI
A6 Towns Forum No. 1
10.3.04


