
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 13th October 2010

Present:
Councillor Hakewill (Chair)


Councillors Bullock, Malin, Roberts and Smith-Haynes

Also Present:
Councillors C Groome, Lamb and Tebbutt

09.EX.50
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillors Brown, Dearing and Zanger.

09.EX.51
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.

09.EX.52
MINUTES


The minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 15th September 2010 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

09.EX.53
FORWARD PLAN AND WORK PROGRAMME


The Forward Plan and Work Programme for the period18th September 2010 to 28th February 2011 was noted, it having been emailed to all members prior to the meeting.

09.EX.54

DELIVERING TOWN CENTRES – REGENERATION AND SUITE 16


A report was submitted which informed members of progress to date on Suite 16 and which sought support for the compilation of a package of quick-spend projects which could be delivered should any grant underspend become available.


The report and supporting presentation contained updates on the following projects:-

· Burton Latimer Town Centre
· Rothwell Velux 2020 Homes
· Desborough Lawrences Site
· Kettering Market Place Restaurants
· Kettering Public Realm Phase 2/3
Councillor Christopher Groome addressed the Committee and expressed thanks for the Borough Council's work in relation to the former Health Centre in Burton Latimer.  He commended the Burton Latimer Urban Design Statement, which had helped to achieve the vision for the town centre.

A written statement by Councillor Zanger was read out at the meeting, acknowledging the work of Burton Latimer Town Council in working in partnership with the Borough Council.  Councillor Fergus MacDonald, in particular, was thanked for his work in connection with the former Health Centre.

In discussion, it was noted that the Velux 2020 homes had featured on many company websites.   The construction of the Market Place Restaurants was on target for completion in the spring of 2011. However, it was hoped that the restaurants may be able to open for business ahead of the target of autumn 2011 in order to take advantage of the late summer period.  Progress in relation to the Lawrences site continued to move forward, and a Parish Poll, generated by Desborough residents, was due to be held on 14th October 2010.

In conclusion to the debate, it was noted that the Council had taken a decision to continue with regeneration projects.  It was important that the Council maintained its vision for town centres, taking difficult decisions when necessary.

An update was given on the Wicksteed Park Lottery Bid. Discussions were now underway with Northamptonshire County Council, which had now agreed to support the bid.


RESOLVED
that:

(i)
continued investment in, and delivery of, town centre projects through the Suite 16 be supported; and

(ii)
the principle of the Suite 16 programme being  'light on its feet' in delivering quick spend projects at the end of the 2010/11 financial year be supported.

09.EX.55
MAINTAINING A DURABLE BUDGET

A report was submitted which provided an update to members on the following:-

· A reminder of the Council's Medium Term Financial Policy

· An update of the latest budget position

· An update on the work that was taking place on the 'budget delivery framework' in relation to the priorities workstream and the capital review.


It was noted that the results of the government's Spending Review were due to be announced on 20th October 2010.  Indications were that the government intended to scrap the Housing Revenue Account in favour of the self-financing model, the introduction of which would require primary legislation.


A report would be brought back to the Committee on the priorities workstream following consideration by the Council's scrutiny committees at their next meetings. 


The Local Government Finance Formula Grant Distribution – Consultation response was noted and the work of councillors and officers on concessionary travel commended.

RESOLVED that:



In relation to the priorities workstream:-


(i)
the overall aims set out in paragraph 4.7 of the report be endorsed;


(ii)
the criteria and assessment methodology for the priorities workstream, as set out in the table at paragraph 4.9 of the report, be endorsed;


(iii)
the Scrutiny Committees be invited to comment on the framework as outlined above, and comments be reported back to the Executive Committee in December 2010;



In relation to the capital review


(iv)
the criteria and assessment methodology for the capital review, as set out in the table at paragraph 4.20  of the report, be endorsed.

09.EX.56
SPORTS FACILITIES STRATEGY 2010-2021


A report was submitted which sought members' views on the draft Sports Facilities Strategy and approval of the draft document prior to consultation.


Councillor Christopher Groome addressed the Committee in respect of the draft Strategy.  He stated that more sports facilities and a sports hall were needed in Burton Latimer.  Councillor Groome commended the draft Strategy, stating that it provided a solid basis for continued work on partnerships to provide sport in the Borough.


In discussion, it was felt that the Borough Council should help Sports Clubs by assisting with advertising and raising the profile of sport in the Borough.  Members also discussed ways of providing dedicated facilities for multi-sports and games and the use of public open spaces for such activities

RESOLVED
that the draft Sports Facilities Strategy 2010-2021 be approved prior to further consultation..

10.EX.57
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE PARTNERSHIP HEALTHY WEIGHT AND HEALTHY LIVES (OBESITY) STRATEGY


A report was submitted which considered adopting the Northamptonshire Partnership Healthy Weight and Healthy Lives Strategy 2010-2014.


In discussion, members felt that the overall Strategy was sound, but that care should be taken to ensure the Strategy was putting across the right messages without intruding on people's lifestyle choices.  It was felt that references should be to a healthy diet and not healthy food.  This was felt to be particularly important in relation to children and food described as 'prohibited'. Members felt that the NHS would have an important part to play in communicating the right messages about a balanced diet.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the Northamptonshire Partnership Healthy Weight and Healthy Lives Strategy 2010-2014 be adopted;


(ii)
it be noted that there was no additional funding to support the implementation of the Action Plan; and


(iii)
officers be requested to continue to seek an ongoing contribution from the NHS Northamptonshire towards officer costs.

(The meeting started at 7:00pm and ended at 8.33 pm)

Signed​: …………………………………………………….

(Chair)
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Executive Committee No. 

15.10.10


