KETTERING BOROUGH COUNCIL &

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

KETTERING PARTNERSHIP:  KETTERING AREA FORUM

Meeting held: 21st January 2004

Present:
Northamptonshire County Council


Councillor David Coe (Chair)


Councillor Ian Watts


Councillor Jim Harker


Councillor Christopher Lamb


Councillor Richard Baker


Kettering Borough Council


Councillor Terry Freer 


Councillor Christopher Groome


Councillor Ursula Jones


Councillor Maggie Don



Councillor John Padwick


Councillor Michael Tebbutt 


Partner Organisations

Councillor Gordon Shorley (Rural Forum)

Jim Bridger (Northants Fire and Rescue Service)

Sybil Gregory (Kettering Branch - Ability Northants)

Dr Rayhana Bhamjee (Race Action - Kettering)

Hugh Fenton (Environment Panel)

Lawrence Dale (Association of Northamptonshire School 

   Governors)

Also Present:
Sarah Lister (Northamptonshire County Council)


Graham Luck (Northamptonshire County Council)


Mike Hicks (Northamptonshire County Council)


Gerda Round (Northamptonshire County Council)


Ingrid Mercer (Northamptonshire County Council)


Brian Mew (Kettering Borough Council)


Andrew Longley (Kettering Borough Council)


Emma Whittlesea (Kettering Borough Council)


Anne Ireson (Kettering Borough Council)

03.KAF.19
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Andrew Scarborough, Michael Lovett, Peter Nix and Keli Watts.

03.KAF.20
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of Kettering Area Forum held on 8th October 2003 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

03.KAF.21
MINOR WORKS PROGRAMME 2004/05


Discussion was held on the need to consider bids under the Minor Works budget allocation for 2004/05.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the Grants Working Party, constituted as a sub-committee of the Kettering Area Forum to consider bids under the Minor Works Programme 2003/04, meet to consider bids for 2004/05;


(ii)
Councillors Whyte, Parker, Lamb and Watts be appointed to the sub-committee;


(iii)
the Grants Working Party consider bids for future years;


(iv)
the sub-committee be given delegated powers to decide the allocation of funds annually under the Minor Works Programme; and


(v)
the decisions of the sub-committee be reported to the Forum.

03.KAF.22
KETTERING LIBRARY - OCCASIONAL SUNDAY OPENING (Item 9)


A report was submitted in response to the suggestion made at the meeting of the Forum held on 8th October 2003 that occasional Sunday opening hours at Kettering Library be piloted.


Ingrid Mercer of the Northamptonshire Libraries and Information Service gave an update of revised opening hours at Desborough, Burton Latimer and Kettering Libraries.  It was noted that it was proposed to open Kettering Library on Sunday, 9th May from 10.00 am to 3.00 pm as a pilot.


Details of activities to be offered on Sunday, 9th May were given.

RESOLVED

that the proposals for the trial opening be noted.

03.KAF.23
A43 CORBY LINK ROAD (Item 5)


A report was submitted which presented various options for the proposed A43 Corby Link road and which sought to consult with the Area Forum on

(a)
the preferred option at the northern end of the scheme where it connected with the A43;

(b)
the treatment of the road where it crossed existing side roads; and

(c)
the extent either of the side roads should be connected to the link road.


Hugh Fenton, the Chair of the Environment Panel, appraised members of the Forum of a special meeting of the Panel held on 14th January 2004 at which debate was focused on finding the best sustainable option.  It was reported that a large number of partner organisations had attended the meeting.


It was noted that the Panel had recommended a preferred route which was not included in the options under consideration, but which combined elements of Options 3 and 5A.  He explained that the Panel had taken into account sustainability and costs in coming to their decision.
During debate on the preferred option the following points were made:-

· The impact on residents of Kettering Borough living at Little Oakley should be minimised and therefore Option 1 represented the best option

· Option 1 followed a line most closely aligned to the current Kettering/Corby boundary

· Option 1 represented the best value 

· Option 5A terminated at a dangerous junction at the Hilton Hotel in Corby

· The noise impact should be minimised for residents of Little Oakley

· The need for growth in Corby was supported, but there was also a need to protect the environment

· It was unlikely that woodland affected by Option 1 was more than 40 years old

· The potential for residential sprawl in South Wood if Options 4, 5 or 5A were adopted

· There was no massive difference in scoring on environmental grounds between Options 1, 5 and 5A

· Option 5/5A was the least preferred option

· Any route through South Wood would cause irretrievable damage to wildlife

· The impact on residents should be put before protection of areas of scrubland

· Corby's recommendation for the road to be dualled should be supported

· Wildlife displaced by the road would find somewhere else to go and would not be destroyed

· Additional planting could be undertaken as part of the scheme

· A key factor in reducing noise impact was whether the road was elevated or in a cutting nearest to Little Oakley

· Although there were plans for expansion of Stanion, these residents should also be protected from noise impact

· Consideration should also be given to the traffic impact of the proposed North of Kettering Business Development Area

· Road Safety at Barford Bridge, which was outside the area of the submitted plan, should also be taken into account

Councillor Gordon Shorley (representing the Rural Forum) appraised members of the recommendations of the Rural Forum at its meeting held on 8th January 2004.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
Option 1 be put forward as the preferred option of the Kettering Area Forum;


(ii)
the main road should be at a lower level with side roads carried over by bridges; and


(iii)
side roads should not be connected to the link road.

03.KAF.24
COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE (Item 13)


A report was submitted which advised the Forum of progress made towards the Community Plan, and highlighted any areas requiring support or changes in priorities and measures.


The report also proposed a timetable for the review of the Community Plan and provided an update on the work of the Executive Board.


In discussion the following points were made:

· The County Council Community Strategy Sub-Committee was currently working on ensuring that links existed with the district/borough plans

· The Community Plan needed to look at partnership working to encourage disengaged young people to return to learning

· The importance of vocational learning should be underlined

· There was disappointment on lack of progress regarding safe routes to school

· There appeared to be a mismatch regarding liaison with the Student Council and lack of funding for the Highfields and Grange Outreach projects

· It was important to build on work already undertaken and engage with the community

· It was important to develop a clear set of information and data sets in community profiling

· The percentage of pupils excluded from school should be included in area profiling so that comparisons with other Boroughs/Districts can be undertaken

· Grants to the Voluntary Sector were important to the success of the Community Plan

· Where no indicators existed, there should be clear information on actions

· It was vital that the Borough's Community Plan sat alongside the Countywide Community Plan

· The NCC Cabinet was considering a new modelling system at its March meeting using the latest census data, which would enable area profiling by street, postcode and small neighbourhoods

· It was also proposed to include GCSE results by grade in area profiling

· Pockets of both urban and rural deprivation existed where it would least be expected

Discussion was held on the five priority areas which had been identified by the Local Strategic Partnership Executive Board at its first meeting.

The Chair gave a summary of achievements and progress made to date, particularly in respect of jointly funded initiatives in respect of the provision of aids at home (with the PCT) and Police Community Support Officers (with the Police).

The Forum was advised that Kettering was the only district taking part in the Area Profiles Pilot project.  It was noted that approximately 360 data sets were being used to map a profile of the borough.  It was anticipated that the pilot would take approximately 12 months to complete and would be used as best practice across the county.

It was noted that the new Community Plan would be published in April 2005.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
progress made on the 2002-2005 Community Plan be noted;


(ii)
the proposed timetable for the review be noted; and


(iii)
the Executive Board update be noted.

03.KAF.25
MILTON KEYNES AND SOUTH MIDLANDS UPDATE (Item 7) 


A report was submitted which updated the Forum on the forthcoming Examination in Public into the draft Milton Keynes and South Midlands Strategy.


Discussion was held on representational issues and the way that LSPs and Town/Parish Councils could feed into the discussions. It was noted that the Borough Council would ensure that the Area Forum's views were represented in all matters relating to the Northamptonshire Sub-Area, as Kettering Area Forum, in common with other LSPs, had not been invited to participate.

RESOLVED
that the Kettering Area Forum:-



(i)
note the update information set out in the report; and



(ii)
agree that officers of the Borough and County Councils should, if necessary, seek to represent the views of the Area Forum at the Examination in Public.

(Councillor Padwick declared a personal interest in

 the following item)

03.KAF.26
PERMANENT EXCLUSIONS (Item 8)


A report was submitted which gave information on permanent exclusions in Northamptonshire Schools 2002-03.


It was noted that, as no representative was present at the meeting, any views would be forwarded to Public Inclusion and Support by the Committee Administrator.


The following points were made:-

· Work on keeping the number of permanently excluded young people down was commended, but years 9 and 10 still gave cause for concern

· Although schools were reluctant to permanently exclude pupils the well-being of the majority of students must be the over-riding factor

· There was no information available on short-term exclusions

· Projects currently being undertaken in Northampton should be rolled out to other areas of the County

· It was important to continue to work together to reduce crime 

· The % of permanently excluded young people in different areas should be given to enable a meaningful comparison to be made

· Work done by Ise Community College should be commended

· Bishop Stopford, Southfield, Latimer and Montsaye schools had all done very well in the "value added" league tables over the last year

· It would be useful to also have information on truancy 

· Although support for excluded pupils was previously inadequate, there was much good work being done at the present time

· It was noted that the CTC at Corby was not included in the figures

The report was noted.

03.KAF.27
MINUTES OF THE GEOGRAPHIC FORUMS AND PANEL MEETINGS (Item 10)

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the following forums and panels be noted:-

Kettering Town Forum - 5th January 2004

A6 Towns Forum - 17th September 2003

Enterprise Kettering - 6th October and 9th 

    December 2003

Community Safety Partnership - 22nd October

    and 10th December 2003

Lifelong Learning Panel - 222nd September

   and 15th December 2003

Cultural Panel - 25th September 2003

Environment Panel - 31st October and 12th 

   December 20-03

Health, Housing and Social Care Panel -

    4th December 2003

Tenants' Forum - 9th October, 13th November

    and 11th December 2003

03.KAF.28
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


Wednesday, 21st April 2004.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.40 pm)

Signed .............................................

Chair

AI

Kettering Area Forum No. 1
21.1.04

