
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Meeting held – 14th July 2010

Present:
Councillor Edwards (Chair)


Councillors Bayes, Marks, Perry and West.
Also present:
Inspector Dick Aistrop (Northants Police)
10.RD.08
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors. Bain, Derbyshire, Hollobone and Talbot. Councillors Bayes and Marks were acting as substitutes for Councillors Talbot and Hollobone respectively. 
10.RD.09
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 2nd June 2010 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

10.RD.10
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


.Councillor Bayes declared a personal interest in Item A3 on the agenda as the Chair of Barton Seagrave Parish Council.
10.RD.11
CRIME AND DISORDER SCRUTINY - DAMAGE TO ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN AND AROUND COUNCIL-OWNED BUILDINGS, PARKS AND OPEN SPACES (A1(i))


A report was submitted that presented further information to the Committee as requested at the previous meeting, which contained information that had been circulated after that meeting. Inspector Aistrop of Northants Police and the Council’s Community Safety Officer had been requested to attend the meeting to deal with any issues that arose from the additional information, which contained reference to partnership action, sites, problems and recent action taken and interventions. 

Members noted the situation with regard to local bye laws, and discussed the likely policy situation that had been expressed by the new Government in terms of ‘Localism’ and its potential impact on this matter. More details of the content of this approach were expected later in the year, although there needed to be clarity in respect of the legal framework before any review of bye laws should take place.

Members also discussed the situation regarding alcohol free zones in the Borough, and were appraised of the current situation. It was noted that these could be extended providing there was proof that the need to do so existed. It was also noted that such orders could be suspended to allow special events to take place.


Members noted that primary legislation was now in place that addressed the issue of dog fouling exclusion areas.


Having considered the report, members thanked the officers and Inspector Aistrop for their input, and
 RESOLVED 
 that the content of the report be noted.
10.RD.12
CRIME AND DISORDER SCRUTINY -  ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR ON COUNCIL HOUSING ESTATES (A1 (ii))


Members also received a report in respect of the crime and disorder scrutiny that examined the prevalence of anti-social behaviour in and around council housing estates, and the actions taken to support prevention and enforcement.

The report was structured around the following broad headings:

· The Council’s Strategic approach to antisocial behaviour on its housing estates
· Understanding the extent of the problem across the Borough as a whole and the proportion relating to Council properties

· Enforcement actions taken to address antisocial behaviour in Council properties

· Activities delivered to support education and prevention


In consideration of this matter, members noted that it was only a very small number of tenants that created issues, and that instances were not confined to any single areas of the Borough, but were spread. If there was any one area where there were a greater number of occurrences, then it was close to Kettering Town Centre. It was considered that many of the instances were related to drink and drug issues when they occurred, although there were also issues centred around the vulnerability of tenants, who needed additional assistance.

It was noted that there was often different perceptions of what comprised anti social behaviour, and that this was often the issue when neighbour disputes occurred.


It was noted that a local lettings policy was put in place for larger housing association developments with the aim of creating a more balanced community than would be achieved if the normal allocations policy was applied. This helped to alleviate some of the potential for antisocial behaviour.


It was also noted that statistics in respect of the public perception regarding antisocial behaviour often did not match the evidence of occurrence of this type of issue which was lower than people imagined.


Other issues that members discussed were as follows :

· Many tenants cared deeply about the areas in which they lived
· Private tenants were also responsible for antisocial behaviour   on occasions

· There was a multi-agency approach to these issues

· The problems on Kettering’s housing estates were not significant

· Details of the Council’s policies with regard to the issues of vulnerable tenants, such as those with drug-related problems and ex-offenders
 RESOLVED  that  the report be noted and the  officers     be congratulated for their work on this issue,
 
10.RD.13
STREET CLEANSING IMPROVEMENTS (A2)

Members received a report that updated them on the improvement and performance of the street cleansing service, and requested them to consider new initiatives to enhance the service further. The report considered the following 
· Street cleansing definition, the resources allocated

· Inspection methodology and performance information

· How improvements were delivered with examples

· Other environmental issues

· Benchmarking data

· Partnership working

· Community engagement
Members also received a presentation that provided further detail regarding operational performance information and comparisons, the Council’s approach to community engagement, operations and communication and an overview of the six month plan.
Members noted the importance of keeping the Borough clean and tidy and its impact on the quality of life of residents and those looking to come to the Borough for residential or business purposes. Members also noted the success of the ‘Ward Walkabout’ initiative and discussed issues arising from these notably processes regarding issues surrounding clearance from private land. It was noted that a proactive approach was being taken to address this.
Members discussed the following items in their consideration of this matter:

· The use of people on ‘Community Payback’ schemes and similar initiatives to assist with this type of work

· The dumping (accidental or otherwise) of items in hedges on the A14 from open topped lorries

· How to best achieve progress with educational initiatives with schools and youth groups

· The role members could play in these initiatives

· The role businesses could play in these initiatives particularly close to fast food outlets
RESOLVED  that the content of the report and members’ comments be noted and that a further report be presented to committee in the future outlining clear proposals for further enhancing the council’s work in this area.
10.RD.14
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL’S CHARTER UPDATE  (A3)

Members received an update on the above matter in the light of revisions made to it following the consultation process, and were asked to consider whether the Council should now adopt the Charter, having chosen not to earlier in the year.
In discussing the matter, members considered that the Charter would offer little to enhance the running of the smaller Parishes within the Borough and that it was unclear how it would benefit them, particularly as they were largely funded by grant rather than by precept. It was also considered that as things stood at the moment, the priorities in the document did not necessarily match those of this Council. It was noted that if things changed then the Council could choose to opt-in to the Charter in the future.
RESOLVED
that the Council does not adopt the revised Charter at this time, but reviews the situation in twelve months.

10.RD.15
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT ON PLANNING TASK AND FINISH GROUP (A4)

Members received a report that updated them on progress with the implementation of the recommendations of the Community Engagement on Planning Task and Finish Group. It was noted that 52 out of 56 of the recommendations had been implemented, and of those remaining, 3 were nearing implementation.

Members were informed that the final recommendation to be implemented – the provision of a DVD in respect of the planning process- had been investigated, but the cost was proving to be prohibitive.


Members also noted that it was planned to visit Town/Parish Councils and include guidance on planning issues as part of the agenda for these meetings.
RESOLVED
that
i) the action points continue to be delivered ensuring customer focus throughout, and 
ii)
that the Committee does not require the matter to be referred to it in the future as it is now substantively complete.
10.RD.17
 KETTERING CREMATORIUM – IMPROVEMENT AND   REPLACEMENT PROGRAMME (A5)
Members received a report that advised them of actions proposed to meet the Government’s mercury abatement requirements and achieve improvements to the service provided generally at the same time.

Members were asked to consider options with regard to how the Council could comply with the abatement requirements, whilst at the same time making improvements to the equipment and buildings. Members were appraised of the age and operational capacity of the existing cremators and the increasing and varying demands of mourners, which were increasingly not being met by the existing layout of the Crematorium, its facilities and site. 

Members were provided with details of feedback from stakeholders in respect of the operation of the Crematorium currently, which was positive but acknowledged the need for improvements. Members noted the large catchment area of the Crematorium and its role in generating revenue for the Council.

Having considered the options placed before them, it was
RESOLVED
that the Council’s Executive Committee be informed that this Committee firmly supports the option of providing two new cremators with abatement equipment with other improvements to the facilities, notably the office and chapels, 
10.RD.18
HGV/LORRY PARK IN KETTERING BOROUGH (A6)
Members received an update report in respect of the provision of an HGV/Lorry Park serving the Borough. Details were provided of the technical study undertaken by the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit and of the situation with regard to a planning application in respect of which Development Services were in dialogue with an applicant.
RESOLVED
that the current situation be noted and that the item be removed from the committee’s workplan since there was no further action the committee could take following the Council’s resolution
10.RD.19
WORK PROGRAMME (A7)
Members received a copy of the Committee’s Work programme. It was noted that items to be brought to the next meeting would include 

· Economic Development Task and Finish Group – revised terms of reference (deferred from this meeting due to the size of the agenda)

· Maintaining a Durable Budget report (referred from the Executive)

· Motor Cycle Park (referred from Council)
RESOLVED
that the above items be added to the Committee’s Work Programme.
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 9:22pm)

Signed ……………………………………..

Chair
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