KETTERING BOROUGH COUNCIL &

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

KETTERING PARTNERSHIP:  KETTERING AREA FORUM

Meeting held: 21st April 2004

Present:
Northamptonshire County Council


Councillor David Coe (Chair)


Councillor Roy Mayhew


Councillor Ian Watts


Councillor Jim Harker


Councillor Christopher Lamb


Councillor Richard Baker


Councillor William Parker


Councillor Adrian Chambers


Councillor David Whyte


Kettering Borough Council


Councillor Christopher Groome


Councillor Ursula Jones


Councillor Robert Civil



Councillor John Padwick


Councillor Terry Freer


Councillor Jonathan West


Councillor Eileen Hales


Councillor Mary Malin


Councillor Mike Tebbutt


Partner Organisations

Councillor Gordon Shorley (Rural Forum)

Dr Rayhana Bhamjee (Race Action - Kettering)

Hugh Fenton (Environment Panel)

Lawrence Dale (Association of Northamptonshire School 

   Governors)

Insp. Paul Gosling (Northamptonshire Police)

Peter Nix (Kettering Volunteer Centre)

Also Present:
Robin Hodsdon (Northamptonshire County Council)


Keith Parrott (Northamptonshire County Council)


Gerda Round (Northamptonshire County Council)


Brian Mew (Kettering Borough Council)


John Nichols (Kettering Borough Council)


Anne Ireson (Kettering Borough Council)

03.KAF.29
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Alan James, Carolyn Savage, Councillor Ashton, Councillor Don and Sybil Gregory.

03.KAF.30
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of Kettering Area Forum held on 21st January 2004 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

03.KAF.31
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MINOR WORKS WORKING PARTY

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Minor Works Working Party held on 13th February 2004 be noted and adopted.

03.KAF.32
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillor Ian Watts declared a prejudicial interest in item 8 on the agenda (Kettering Town Centre Traffic Management - Gold Street) and indicated that he would therefore leave the room during discussion thereon.

03.KAF.33
PUBLIC SPEAKERS


Mr Roger Coe indicated that he wished to speak on item 8 on the agenda under Kettering Borough Council's Right to Speak Policy.

03.KAF.34
PROGRESS REPORT - ENVIRONMENT PANEL (Item 6(i))


A report was submitted by the Chair of the Environment Panel which advised the Forum of the Panel's work over the last 12 months and set out its objectives for the coming year.


The report was supplemented at the meeting by a presentation by the Chair of the Environment Panel which outlined progress made towards Community Plan objectives and advised members of the Forum of the main topics which would be focused upon by the Environment Panel over the next year.


Discussion on the report and presentation then followed, in which the following issues were debated:-

· Flytipping and the use of mobile CCTV in blackspots

· Problems in relation to the Civic Amenity Recycling Centre in Northfield Avenue and Northamptonshire County Council's plans for improvement

· The need to ensure that all districts were working in partnership in relation to Northamptonshire's Biodiversity Strategy

The Chair of the Environment Panel was thanked for his report and presentation.

03.KAF.35
PROGRESS REPORT - KETTERING BOROUGH COMMUNITY SAFETY PARTNERSHIP (Item 6(ii))


A report was submitted which advised the Forum of the Kettering Borough Community Safety Partnership's work over the last 12 months and set out its objectives for the coming year.


Inspector Paul Gosling was introduced to the Forum as the new Chair of the Community Safety Partnership.


Discussion on the report then followed, in which the following issues were debated:-

· The success of CCTV in relation to crime prevention and detection

· The introduction of a graffiti removing machine, purchased by Kettering Borough Council

· The new Anti-Social Behaviour Unit serving Kettering and Corby and money to be spent on staffing and legal capacity

· Issues raised at the Warkton Ward Neighbourhood meeting

· Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR)

· The need for crime statistics to be monitored over the next year in order to assess the success of the new Anti-social Behaviour Unit

· Types of crime and hotspots for anti-social behaviour (eg Kettering Town Centre during the evening)

· The work of the Schools Liaison Officer in relation to "safer clubbing"

· "Hate crime" and offensive graffiti, although it was recognised that this type of crime was now being reported, whereas it was not always reported in the past

· Increased investments by both Kettering Borough Council and the Police to reduce crime in the Borough

· The need to ensure that rural areas were also covered by police community support officers.

Councillor Harker congratulated Kettering Borough Council on recent initiatives in partnership with Northamptonshire Police to reduce anti-social behaviour and crime in the Borough.

03.KAF.36
KETTERING PARTNERSHIP - PROGRESS ON PRIORITIES (Item 6(III))


A report was submitted which advised the Forum of progress made by the Kettering Local Strategic Partnership Executive Board on the setting of priorities for the next 12 months and which outlined the five priority areas which were agreed, namely:-

1. Access to Leisure and Cultural Facilities

2. The Voluntary Sector One Stop Shop

3. The Milton Keynes and South Midlands Sub-Regional Strategy

4. Behavioural Change (litter, recycling and anti-social behaviour)

5. Town Centre Promotion and Improved Facilities.

Discussion was held on the following issues:-

· Town Centre Promotion and the results of the recent workshop to identify next steps

· The work of the Cultural Panel in relation to future provision of a theatre in Kettering

· Infrastructure needs in relation to the Milton Keynes and South Midlands Sub-Regional Strategy

· The impending Best Value Review of Culture, Leisure and Sport and timescales for the review

· Recycling pilot feedback meeting held on 25th March 2004

· The need to ensure that Litter Wardens also visit the rural areas

· The need to ensure that ethnic minority groups have the opportunity to give their points of view in relation to the Milton Keynes and South Midlands Sub-Regional Strategy in order to ensure that the diversity of cultural needs is addressed in any development plans

04.KAF.37
LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN SUSTAINABLE MINOR WORKS PROGRAMME FOR KETTERING BOROUGH (Item 7)


A report was submitted which presented the decisions of the Minor Works Working Party which had met on 13th February 2004 to approve the minor works programme for Kettering Borough for 2004/05.


It was noted that the anticipated budget of £135,000 had yet to be confirmed by the Northamptonshire County Council and that the costs of schemes as outlined in the report were estimates only at this stage.


It was also noted that Safer Routes to School were not now part of the minor works budget and that the scheme at St Mary's C of E Primary School in Kettering had been selected for implementation in 2004/05.


Details in relation to various schemes and their estimated costs were discussed and noted.  In particular, it was noted that the scheme selected for the Safer Routes to School initiative had been determined through a process of prioritisation which took into account the numbers of child casualties and the deprivation index.  School journeys were also taken into account as part of the project.


It was felt that, in future, it would be useful for the Working Party to receive a presentation on how individual scores were arrived at and receive a review on progress and successes in relation to previous years' schemes.


Further debate ensued on highway maintenance issues, particularly in relation to the poor condition of many roads and how roads were identified for repair.  It was noted that £9.5m had been allocated to Northamptonshire by the government

RESOLVED

that:-



(i)
prior to the Minor Works Working Party meeting in 2005, members of the working party be given the opportunity to receive a presentation on individual scoring and a review of previous years' schemes;



(ii)
a separate report be submitted to a future meeting of the Forum on highway maintenance issues, particularly in relation to prioritisation and funding, and the report include statistics on the increases in traffic in Northamptonshire



(iii)
the Sustainable Minor Works Programme for Kettering Borough for 2004/05 be noted.

(Councillor Watts, having declared a prejudicial interest in

the following item, left the meeting room during 

discussion thereon)

03.KAF.38
KETTERING TOWN CENTRE TRAFFIC PROPOSALS  (Item 8)


Mr Roger Coe addressed the Forum on the above subject under Kettering Borough Council's Right to Speak Policy.


A report was submitted which presented representation made during consultation on the draft Traffic Order and considered how to proceed in this matter.


The following alternative options, as contained in the report, were considered:-

· To overrule the objections and implement the scheme, subject to detailed design and safety audit of the proposals for Gold Street/Silver Street junction.
· To amend the scheme to meet the desires of the objectors
· To abandon the scheme
· To hold a public inquiry to determine the outcome
An e-mail received from the Kettering Taxi Forum objecting to the proposed Traffic Order, was circulated at the meeting, as was a summary of Councillor Watt's comments as contained in his letter to The County Highways Officer dated 1st December 2003.

During the debate further alternative options were discussed, including

· To abandon the scheme and implement time changes for access to the pedestrianised area

· To defer implementation of the scheme until an assessment of impact on traffic flows and car parking had been carried out

· To introduce rising bollards and time restrictions only, without reversing the traffic flow

· To make the Order as an Experimental Order only and carry out consultation and an impact assessment after implementation of the Experimental Order, including traffic light control

· To agree to abandon the Traffic Order and look at a package of means to improve safety in the town centre and the immediate area (this alternative option was proposed by Councillor Parker and seconded by Councillor Harker)

Following conclusion of the debate, it was proposed by Councillor Mayhew and seconded by Councillor Whyte that


"this item be deferred to the next meeting and a presentation be given covering the following:-

· all the points made and alternative options considered during the debate at this meeting

· the projected traffic flows resulting from decriminalisation of parking

· the projected impact on traffic in Bowling Green Road

· a cost effective mechanism to elicit views from as many members of the public as possible"

(Voting: For the Motion 5; Against 4)

(Motion carried)

RESOLVED
that-


(i)
this item be deferred to the next meeting and a presentation be given covering the following:-


(a)
all the points made and alternative options considered during the debate at this meeting


(b)
the projected traffic flows resulting from decriminalisation of parking


(c)
the projected impact on traffic in Bowling Green Road


(d)
a cost effective mechanism to elicit views from as many members of the public as possible"


(ii)
the item be considered as the main item on the agenda for the meeting of the Forum to be held on 21st July 2004 and time allocated for debate accordingly.

(Councillor Watts rejoined the meeting)

03.KAF.39
MEMBERSHIP AND STRUCTURE OF KETTERING AREA FORUM (Item 9)


Councillor Watts requested that the Forum discuss the above issue and stated that since the Area Committee Structure had been set up, several changes had occurred which, he believed necessitated a review of membership and structure.


The view was expressed that, in view of the creation of a Northamptonshire Strategic Partnership and a Local Strategic Partnership it was now appropriate to investigate how both the County and Borough Councils could best progress their identified priorities, through a streamlined and comprehensive reviewed structure.


The Forum noted that the Northamptonshire County Council, in consultation with individual Borough and District Councils, was planning to undertake a review of the Area Committee structure across the county and that it was hoped to bring a report to a future meeting of the Forum.

03.KAF.40
MINUTES OF THE GEOGRAPHIC FORUMS AND PANEL MEETINGS (Item 10)

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the following forums and panels be noted:-


LSP Executive - 18th September, 10th November and 16th December 2003 and 16th March 2004


Kettering Town Forum - 8th March 2004


A6 Towns Forum - 4th February and 10th March 2004


Rural Forum - 8th January and 18th march 2004


Enterprise Kettering - 9th February 2004


Community Safety Partnership - 28th January 2004


Cultural Panel - 15th January, 26th January and 25th March 2004


Lifelong Learning Panel - 15th March 2004


Environment Panel - 14th January and 4th March 2004


Health, Housing and Social Care Panel - 


4th March 2004


Tenants' Forum - 15th January, 12th February and 11th March 2004.

03.KAF.41
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


Wednesday, 21st July 2004.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 9:30 pm)

Signed .............................................

Chair

AI

Kettering Area Forum No. 1
21.4.04

