BOROUGH OF KETTERING

at the meeting of the Council of the Borough of Kettering held at the Municipal Offices, Bowling Green Road,  Kettering on 30th June 2010
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Prior to the commencement of the meeting members viewed a DVD of the Halfords Tour Series, which took place in Kettering Town Centre on 10th June 2010.

10.C.19
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bishop, C Groome, J Henson, L Henson, Marks, Perry, Roberts, Talbot, Watts and Wiley.

10.C.20
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of Annual Council held on 12th May 2010 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor.

10.C.21
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None

10.C.22
MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS


The late Ken Royston


The Mayor announced the death of former Councillor and Parish Councillor Ken Royston, who represented the Buccleuch Ward from 1999 to 2003.  It was noted that the Mayor had written to the family expressing condolences on behalf of the Council.


The late Mike Barrs


The Mayor informed members of the death of Councillor Mike Barrs of Barton Seagrave Parish Council and the Kettering Borough A6 Towns Forum, who had died in Cransley Hospice on 28th June.  It was noted that the Mayor would be writing to the family expressing condolences on behalf of the Council.


The Mayor advised the Council of a fund-raising holiday from 16th-20th September to Killarney, Ireland, in support of Cransley Hospice.  Details were available from the Hospice.


Civic Service


The Mayor thanked staff and councillors for their support for the Civic Service on 13th June.


Bike Festival


The Mayor invited all members to a Bike Festival, to take place at Wicksteed Park on 14th August 2010 in support of the Mayor's Charity.


Dog Walk with the Mayor and Monty


The Mayor invited members to participate (with or without a dog) in the above event, which would take place on 10th October 2010 at Wicksteed Park.

10.C.23
LEADER'S ANNOUNCEMENTS


The Leader paid tribute to former Councillor Ken Royston and Parish Councillor Mike Barrs for their hard work and dedication to the Borough.


The Leader re-asurred Council that, despite the national economic situation, the Cabinet would continue to lobby government on behalf of the Council to ensure that the Borough could draw down resources wherever possible.


The Portfolio Holder for Market Towns drew Council's attention to a recent article in the Evening Telegraph which applauded the recent award of the LGN Street Design for Pedestrian Environment award for Kettering's Market Place, which he had been pleased to receive on behalf of the Council.

10.C.24
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS


A report was submitted which presented the Council's Statement of Accounts for the financial year 2009/10 for approval.


It was noted that the Council had achieved a net variance on all accounts of just 0.5%.  Officers would shortly be speaking to senior Civil Servants about the need for a design of the promised replacement incentive for growth areas, following the loss of the Planning Delivery Grant.


Officers were thanked and commended for their financial planning and expertise in achieving a sound financial position for the Borough.

RESOLVED
that:


(i)
 the Statement of Accounts for the financial year 2009/10 be approved;


(ii)
delegated authority be granted to the Council's Statutory Financial Officer to make any non-material changes to the Statement of Accounts following the external audit process; and


(iii)
delegated authority be granted to the Monitoring and Audit Committee for the receipt of the ISA 260 report that the external auditors would issue at the conclusion of their audit.

10.C.25
ANNUAL REPORT AND IMPROVEMENT PLAN


A report was submitted which presented the Annual Report and Improvement Plan for formal adoption by the Council.


Discussion was held on crime reduction and the potential impact on the Borough in respect of cost savings across police forces and efficiency measures that may be implemented as a result of national policy.

RESOLVED
that the Annual Report and Improvement Plan be adopted.

10.C.26
PETITION SCHEME


A report was submitted which sought agreement to the proposed Petition Scheme under the Local Democracy, Economic Regeneration and Construction Act 2009.


Debate was held on the number of signatures required to trigger a council debate or require officer evidence at a public meeting.


It was proposed as an amendment by Councillor West and seconded by Councillor Adams that:-


"The number of signatures required be 500"


Following further debate it was noted that the Council's Constitution provided greater flexibility in respect of the presentation of petitions than was required to be included in the Petitions Scheme.  Therefore, under the Constitution, if fewer residents wished to present a petition to Council, there were provisions for this to take place.


Voting then took place on the amendment as follows:-

(For the amendment: 7; Against 13; Not Voting 4)


The Amendment having been lost, it was proposed by Councillor Edwards and Seconded by Councillor Hakewill as an Amendment that:-


"The number of signatures required be 2,500."


Further debate ensued, and it was noted that the Council was required to adopt a Petition Scheme by law.  The Scheme could be reviewed after 12 months.  Any changes to the Constitution regarding petitions would have to follow due process and be approved by full Council.  The Petitions Scheme could exist comfortably alongside the Constitutional provisions regarding petitions, and should these be inferior to the law, then the law would prevail.


Voting then took place on the amendment as follows:-

(For the Amendment: 18; Against 3; Not Voting 3)

RESOLVED
 that:-


(i)
the Petition Scheme appended to the report be adopted and the number of signatures required be 2,500; and


(ii)
the Head of Democratic and Legal Services be authorised to amend the constitution to incorporate the Petition Scheme.

(For the Motion: 18; Against 3; Not Voting 3)

10.C.27
CONSULTATION ON CHANGES TO EXECUTIVE ARRANGEMENTS


A report was submitted which advised the Council of changes to the Executive arrangements required under the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007.  The report also sought approval for the consultation process and the Council's preferred option for future governance arrangements.


Clarification was sought around the selection of the Deputy Leader under the Leader and Cabinet Executive model, and it was noted that the new arrangements did not affect the rules of political parties in this respect.


Councillor West proposed as an Amendment and Councillor Adams seconded:-


"that the Council does not present the preferred option to the public, but first listens to the views of local people on how the Borough should be run and waits until public views have been received before full Council takes a decision on the preferred option."


After further debate, voting took place on the Amendment as follows:-

(For the Amendment: 4; Against 19; Not Voting 1)

Amendment Lost.


RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the requirements of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 in relation to the adoption of new Executive arrangements be noted;


(ii)
the preferred option of the Council be the Leader and Cabinet Executive model;


(iii)
the timetable and process for consultation be agreed as set out in the report; and


(iv)
the information for public consultation be approved as appended to the report, and the Head of Democratic and Legal Services be authorised to make any amendments.

(Voting: For 18; Against 5)

10.C.28
URGENT ITEMS CONSIDERED BY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – MARCH 2010 TO JUNE 2010


A report was submitted which presented a list of decisions on matters of urgent business taken by the Executive Committee during the previous three months.


The decisions taken were:-

· Support for Wicksteed Trust Lottery Bid

· Market Place Events: World Cup

RESOLVED
that the report be noted.

10.C.29
HALFORDS TOUR CYCLE RACE


It was proposed by Councillor Bains, seconded by Councillor Soans and subsequently unanimously

RESOLVED that this Council compliments the organisers and sponsors of the Halfords Tour Cycle Race on staging such an exciting event in our Borough.  The Council further thanks all the sponsors who made the event possible.  Council colleagues, volunteers, local cycling clubs and local people left the visitors we welcomed with positive, warm and friendly memories of our Borough."

10.C.30
PETROL-DRIVEN MACHINE SPORTS


It was proposed by Councillor Adams and seconded by Councillor Corazzo that:-


"We wish to acknowledge the efforts that have been put into recent sporting events at Kettering Market Place and within the Town itself and hope that it continues with increasing imagination and innovative ideas.


Having this in mind and the issues that we have across the Borough with the illegal use of petrol driven machines in inappropriate places, I would like to ask that we send our congratulations to the two neighbouring councils that have chosen to tackle these issues, Wellingborough Council for opening an off road track for motorcycles, and Corby Council for launching a kart track.


We also ask the administration that, within our partnership working with our neighbours, that we gather the information that would enable us to provide an exciting diverse facility for the people of Kettering Borough."


It was noted that the Mayor had celebrated the success of James McBride in the TT race on the Isle of Man by inviting him to a reception in the Mayor's Parlour.  Members welcomed the good publicity about the town that had followed the reception.


It was then proposed as an Amendment by Councillor Hakewill and seconded by Councillor Edwards that:-


"We wish to acknowledge the efforts that have been put into recent sporting events at Kettering Market Place and within the Town itself and hope that it continues with increasing imagination and innovative ideas.


This Council acknowledges and learns from best practice, both within the Borough and in our neighbouring councils and beyond.


Further, the potential for providing additional facilities for petrol driven machines for local people be noted by the Chair of Research and Development and the Head of Community Services, for consideration and prioritisation in the development of future scrutiny work and capital programmes."

(Voting on the Amendment: For 20; Against 1; Not Voting 3)

Amendment carried.

RESOLVED
that:


(i)
We wish to acknowledge the efforts that have been put into recent sporting events at Kettering Market Place and within the Town itself and hope that it continues with increasing imagination and innovative ideas;


(ii)
this Council acknowledges and learns from best practice, both within the Borough and in our neighbouring councils and beyond; and


(iii)
further, the potential for providing additional facilities for petrol driven machines for local people be noted by the Chair of Research and Development and the Head of Community Services, for consideration and prioritisation in the development of future scrutiny work and capital programmes.

(Voting: For 20; Against 0; Not Voting 4)

10.C.31
FREE SWIMMING

Councillor West asked the Portfolio holder for Culture and Sport the following question:-


"Is the portfolio holder aware of the Chief Secretary to the Treasury's announcement to parliament that the government wish to cut free swimming for the under 16's and over 60's? The administration has shown enthusiasm for this scheme. Could he inform the Council of his ideas for continuing this scheme."

Councillor Derek Zanger, on behalf of the Portfolio Holder for Culture and Sport replied as follows:-

"An item has been put on the agenda for the next Executive Committee to consider how we respond to the announcement on free swimming."

10.C.32
REFUSE COLLECTION


Councillor West asked the Portfolio Holder for the Environment the following question:-


"Is the portfolio holder aware of the Secretary of State for Communities announcement of "barmy" previous bin collection policies of twice weekly collections as opposed to weekly collections?  Could she please inform the council of the plans she has to revert this council's bin collection to weekly as suggested by Eric Pickles."

The Portfolio Holder for the Environment replied as follows:-


"The Secretary of State has not argued for a return to weekly black bin collections, as reported. He has asked the Audit Commission to withdraw references to its views that authorities should all move to alternate weekly collections, which the Commission had argued would save money. The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government has also made it clear that refuse collection frequencies should be a decision made locally, by local authorities. 

There are no plans to change our award winning arrangements."
10.C.33
MARKET PLACE EVENT – WORLD CUP


Councillor Corazzo asked the Portfolio Holder for Culture and Sport the following question:-


"How many tickets were sold for England v USA big screen match in the market square on 12th June 2010?"


Councillor Derek Zanger, on behalf of the Portfolio Holder for Culture and Sport replied as follows:-


"We had 94 tickets purchased for the event.  Each ticket permitted entry for 2 adults and 2 children.  Refunds either have been made or are being made."

10.C.34
AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Councillor Corazzo asked the Portfolio Holder for Healthier Safer Communities the following question:-


"How will Grant Shapps MP's scrapping of housing targets help us to plan for more affordable home completions in Kettering Borough?"


The Portfolio Holder for Healthier Safer Communities replied as follows:-


"The government has set out its intention to abolish regional housing targets, but this does not affect the adopted Core Spatial Strategy for North Northamptonshire, which contains legally binding targets up to 2021; these are global figures which includes  both social and market housing numbers.   With respect to affordable housing completions in the Borough of Kettering, it is anticipated that 224 new homes will be completed this year, a significant increase on the 160 homes that were developed in 2009/10. In general, affordable homes are developed under the Homes and Communities Agency's (HCA) National Affordable Housing Programme or are provided as part of Section 106 agreements with private developers. The key determinants of affordable housing completions are therefore the availability of funding from the HCA and the buoyancy of the local housing market."


Councillor Corazzo asked a supplementary question as follows:-


"If the Homes and Communities Agency is abolished, how will the Council get the money for affordable housing in the Borough.


The Portfolio Holder for Healthier Safer Communities responded that further announcements were expected from the Government, and the Council would have to wait until these announcements were made.  The Core Spatial Strategy provided for 30% of all new housing to be affordable.

10.C.35
'VOICE'


Councillor Corazzo asked the Portfolio Holder for Healthier Safer Communities the following question:-


"What does it cost to print and distribute an edition of the Voice to households in the Borough?"


The Portfolio Holder for Healthier Safer Communities replied as follows:-


"Each edition of 'Voice' costs £11,000 to design, print and deliver to every household in the Borough.  That's about 27 pence per copy."


Councillor Corazzo asked a supplementary question as follows:-


"How far does the Portfolio Holder agree with Eric Pickles recent statement about local Council-run newspapers?"


The Portfolio Holder for Healthier Safer Communities responded that the Secretary of State was referring to weekly or monthly Council newspapers and did not refer to quarterly editions.  No pictures of the leadership or of Executive members appear in the publication, which is focused on giving essential information and facts to the public.
10.C.36
LORRY PARK


Councillor Corazzo asked the Portfolio Holder for Market Towns and Villages the following question:-


"What is the latest situation as regards establishing a permanent lorry park in Kettering Borough?"


The Portfolio Holder for Market Towns and Villages replied as follows:-


" The Northamptonshire HGV parking study was completed in early 2009. This study assessed the need for HGV parking in Northamptonshire and assessed issues relating to the provision of these facilities. It concluded that there was a minimum demand for lorry parking of at least 300 spaces. The study stated that up to three new lorry parks should be located within Northamptonshire and at least one of the three should be on the A14.  The NNJPU is currently working on a brief for a study which will look at sites for HGV parking. This will involve identifying and assessing potential sites across North Northamptonshire. The findings of this study will inform Kettering Borough Council’s Site Specific Proposals LDD which would allocate a site if a suitable location is identified within the borough.

This is an item for the next Research and Development Committee."


Councillor Corazzo asked the Portfolio Holder for Market Towns and Villages the following supplementary question:-


"Will the Portfolio Holder look at temporary measures, such as temporary signage on town estates, to ask HGV drivers to avoid parking on streets overnight?"


The Portfolio Holder for Market Towns and Villages responded that he was in conversation with officers and would take the suggestion forward.
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 9.10 pm)

Signed …………………………………………….

Mayor

AI


(Council No. 12)

30.6.10


