
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

A6 TOWNS FORUM

23rd  June  2010
Present:
Councillor David Soans (Chair) 

Councillor Mike Tebbutt (KBC and Desborough TC) 

Councillor Derek Zanger (KBC/ BLTC)

Councillor David Jones (Rothwell TC)


Councillor Maureen Jerram (Burton Latimer TC)

Councillor Doreen Bindley (Desborough TC)


Councillor Russell Roberts (KBC/ Barton Seagrave PC)

Councillor Christopher Lamb (KBC/ Barton Seagrave PC)


Eleanor Patrick (Town Forum Representative)


Councillor Reg Barby (Barton Seagrave Parish Council)


Councillor Margaret Talbot (KBC)


Councillor Mark Dearing (KBC/Desborough TC)


Councillor June Derbyshire (KBC/Desborough TC)


Geoff Durward (Desborough TC) 
Also Present:
Insp Dick Aistrop (Northants Police) 

Martin Hammond (Kettering Borough Council)

Peter Chaplin (Kettering Borough Council)


Ian Smith (MGWSP)



Rachel Paling (Committee Administrator - KBC)

10.A6TF.01
ELECTION OF CHAIR


It was proposed by Councillor Mike Tebbutt and seconded by Councillor Russell Roberts, and accordingly was
RESOLVED 
that Councillor David Soans was duly elected as Chair of the A6 Towns Forum for the municipal year 2010/11.

10.A6TF.02
APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY CHAIR


It was proposed by Councillor Margaret Talbot and seconded by Councillor David Jones, and accordingly was

RESOLVED 
that Doreen Bindley be appointed Deputy Chair of the A6 Towns Forum for the municipal year 2010/11.
10.A6TF.03
  APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillors Mike Barrs, Ruth Groome, Christopher Groome, Belinda Humfrey. Apologies were also received from Diane Fenton (NHS Northants) and David Watson (Rural Forum representative).
10.A6TF.04
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 3rd February 2010 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
10.A6TF.05
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

09.A6TF.55


It was reported that new bikes had been funded for local Police Officers through the Borough Councillors Ward Initiatives Fund.  However, training was still to take place before the bikes could be used.

09.A6TF.58

It was noted that there was nothing to report on the Lorry Park, although it was still on the NNDC work programme to identify potential sites. 

09.A6TF.63

It was reported that in respect of Aiden Howell, his name had been added to the War Memorial in Kettering. Kettering Borough Council had every intention of permanently acknowledging Aiden Howell in Desborough by Remembrance Day.
10.A6TF.06
MEMBERS OF PUBLIC PRESENT WHO REQUEST RIGHT TO SPEAK

None
10.A6TF.07
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None
10.A6TF.08
HEALTH SERVICE UPDATE-Dental Practice & Optometry
Due to the absence of Diane Fenton this item was deferred to the next meeting.
10.A6TF.09
POLICE STATISTICS AND COMMUNITY SAFETY
                          Insp. Dick Aistrop was welcomed to the meeting and he gave apologies for Sgt Wayne Preece. 

ASB FIGURES

There was a concern not only in the A6 Towns but across the whole of the borough in respect of Anti-Social Behaviour.

Rowdy Behaviour had increased in the Loatland area of Desborough and Noise & Neighbours had seen an increase in Rothwell too.


There were a number of measures the Police were taking to tackle the problems:

· To understand what the problem is

· An Immediate Response Team now had a designated car to use

· PCSO/SCT teams were to respond quicker

· Identifying ‘Hotspot’ areas

· Groundwork were to be more involved

· Special Constabulary to be involved


After a recent incident in Burton Latimer Pocket Park it was suggested that the situation could have been helped if there was better communication between PCSOs and Police officers.

Cllr David Jones gave thanks for the policing at Roll Fair in May.


A request was made for the police to monitor Dales Lodge Farmhouse in Barton Seagrave, as it was now derelict and being used for alcohol and drug taking.


Cllr Tebbutt advised the Forum that vodka bottles of an unknown brand had been found in Desborough whilst Litter picking.  A white van had been spotted which might be supplying.  Forum members were requested to be vigilant and report anything suspicious to the Police.

CRIME FIGURES


There had been an increase in Violence Offences in Desborough and some incidents of shop-lifting.

Cllr Tebbutt reported that a shopkeeper had attended the Desborough Town Council meeting to report that he had captured a shop-lifting incident on his CCTv, however, the police could not read the output and therefore it could not be used as evidence.  Insp Aistrop showed concern and offered to investigate the matter further.


Cllr Tebbutt complimented the Police on the Neighbourhood Watch Schemes and emails from Community Messaging.  Insp Aistrop informed the forum that PCSOs were being encouraged to send emails out to specific areas where incidents were occurring.
10.A6TF.10
GULLY CLEANSING


The Chair welcomed Ian Smith, Area Maintenance Manager 


of May Guerney to the meeting.

Ian Smith gave his apologies for not attending the meeting in February.

May Guerney (MGWSP) was the service provider for Northamptonshire County Council to carry out gully cleansing. The NCC sets the budgets to work to.
Due to the extreme winter last year a mixture of salt and sand had to be used as the salt was running out.  The sand had now had a knock on effect in the gullies and drains.  Gullies should always be wet but not full of silt.

An initiative at the beginning of the contract now meant that gully emptying and silt levels were now recorded on GPS, which would enable a database to be built to indicate the best frequency for servicing and ensure a more efficient operation.

A joint action to work with Kettering Borough Council and KleenSweep was to be arranged and this would target areas with particular problems.
Kettering gullies were of a particular kind which made them impossible to clean except by hand.  They were replaced where possible when roads were being reconstructed.

The Drainage Team were constantly going round the borough of Kettering due to the demand.

It was reported that until the roads on new estates were formally adopted they could not be treated by MGWSP.  However, the Department of Transport were now looking at bringing out new legislation to combat this as it was a national problem.
Concerns were raised in relation to constant flooding in Woodlands Avenue in Barton Seagrave.  It was felt that inefficient soakaways could be the problem as opposed to gullies and Ian Smith offered to investigate this further and report back.

Discussions then took place in relation to pot holes and the forum was informed that the repairs completed in February/March 2010 were only temporary but that the last two months repairs were permanent.  The Northamptonshire County Council had found extra funding for carriageway patching.  £750,000 was to be used between Daventry and Kettering.  It was noted that NCC would hopefully provide £4 million to do ‘permanent patching’.  Ashfalt surfacing had recently been used as an alternative method and was proving successful as well as more economic.

With regard to Utilities trenches, if Highway Inspectors found issues with the trenches then they would report this to MGWSP who would then inform NCC.
10.A6TF.11
USING DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTIONS

A report was submitted summarising arrangements at KBC and NCC for securing and spending S106 contributions. 

Within KBC, a healthcheck had been completed in 2009, which showed a need for a stronger policy base, but a good track record on negotiating contributions and an above average score on governance and administering of funds. The County Council had also reviewed and improved their internal processes, after a scrutiny of the function. 

Discussions took place in respect of the best way to monitor the monies received from Section 106s and to make sure the money is spent on what was agreed.    Due to the number of houses to be built in the future, the forum members were keen that the scale and scope of Section 106 monies was widely understood and transparent and delivered when due. 

A regular report was requested to be produced and presented to the Forum at some point in the future, setting out the totality of contributions which were due.  

10.A6TF.12
SMALL GRANT SCHEME

Noted
10.A6TF.13
TOWN CENTRES UPDATE

A representative was not present at the meeting.
10.A6TF.14
NEWSROUND


Burton Latimer


The duck race had been successful.


The new Civic Centre was progressing well and should be open in August.


On 7th August, Pride and Prejudice was to be performed at Burton Latimer Hall.


Barton Seagrave

The work had started on the new bus shelter.

Oliver Wicksteed had contacted the Parish Council to invite them to be involved with the Revitalise Scheme.

Desborough 


The Desborough Carnival was to take place on 26th June.

Rothwell

The Rothwell carnival was to take place on 10th July.

£10,500 had been spent so far on implementing bus stops.
10.A6TF.15
RURAL FORUM FEEDBACK

None
10.A6TF.16
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS

· Dental Practice & Optometry (return with figures)
· State of Roads (NCC Highways)
· Generic Wardens
· Street Groups JAM – Groundwork
· Public Toilets in A6 Towns
· Potential of the diamond jubilee to enhance local parks 
 10.A6TF.17
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None

10.A6TF.18
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

8 September


10 November


9 February 2011
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 9.20 pm)

Signed …………………………………………….

Chair

Rap
A6 Towns Forum No. 

(23.06.10)

