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SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT

Portfolio Holders: All

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

To provide additional information and a set of recommendations for Members’
consideration.

2. INFORMATION

2.1. Since the report on LEPs was published with the agenda, officers have had
the opportunity to evaluate and compare the two LEP proposals, which may
be of interest. An assessment of each proposal (and the way they have been
developed) is attached to this report.

2.2. In the last week, Corby, Daventry, and Northampton Borough Council have
indicated that they will be supporting the South East Midlands LEP proposal,
and South Northamptonshire Council is meeting on 2" September to consider
its position; the recommendations are to: -

= TJo note the latest position on the Crossroads of England LEP Outline
Business Case and the South East Midlands LEP Proposal.

= To agree to support in principle the SEMLEP proposal, on the basis that
involvement and engagement will ensure the Council can influence the
future direction of the LEP in the interests of local communities.

» To work with NCC and Northamptonshiré Chamber to encourage their
support of the SEMLEP proposal.

2.3. The attached sets out in tabular form criteria against which the two proposals
can be considered.

24. In view of that assessment, the recommendation in respect of the South East
Midlands LEP is quite clear cut. The situation in respect of the
Northamptonshire proposal is iess definite.

2.5. There are two issues to consider in respect of the Northamptonshire LEP
proposal: - '
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() 1t has been submitted — that submission strongly implies Kettering
Borough Council’s formal support.

(i) It contains issues which we cannot recommend — see attached table and
recommendations.

2.6 These issues would best be debated collectively at the Committee once this
report and its enclosures have been properly explained, digested and
debated. That might then aliow Members to work logically through the
recommendations that follow.

3. RECOMMENDATIONS

The Executive Committee are recommended to approve;

A) That Kettering Borough Council supports the LEP proposal for the South East
Midlands, subject fo us continuing to work with the partner agencies in
shaping the bhid and finalising details about governance, funding and focus, to
ensure it is in the interests of local communities.

B) In respect of the bid submitted by Northamptonshire County Council:-

The Committee clarifies to Northamptonshire County Council the issues within
its submission, if any, it cannot support, such as: -

a. Support for the bid does not include support for the automatic
hypothecation or re-direction of funds, either from S106 sources, or
from grant or incentive regimes, which wouid normally fali to the
Borough Council to allocate

b. Support for the bid does not imply support for the transiation of the
Northamptonshire Arc into a formal planning document in its current
form

c. Support for the bid does not imply support for the abolition of North
Northamptonshire Development Company or its absorption into a
county-wide delivery body

d. The Borough Council will expect to be fully involved in discussions
regarding the composition of the Board of the LEP

C) The Committee notify the Secretary of State of Kettering’s position on LEPs,
by a letter setting out this Committee’s resolutions.
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