BOROUGH OF KETTERING 
LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE

Meeting held – 23rd November 2009

Present:

Councillor Zanger (Chair), Councillors Adams and Malin.


Also Present:
James Chadwick (Legal Services)






Russ Howell (Environmental Health Officer)






Sarah Clipstone (Enforcement Officer)





Ian White (Committee Administrator)


09.LC.09
APOLOGIES



None

09.LC.10
MATTERS OF URGENCY WHICH THE CHAIR DECIDES SHOULD BE CONSIDERED


None

09.LC.11
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None. 


It was noted that the Committee Administrator had been a customer of the taxi company administered by the applicant in item C4.

09.LC.12
EXEMPT
RESOLVED
that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the business of the meeting on the grounds that it involved items of business which included the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

09.LC.13
APPLICATION FOR A PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE DRIVER’S LICENCE FROM A PERSON WITH CONVICTIONS (C2)

A report was submitted seeking the Committee’s instructions with respect to an application for a new licence to drive a Private Hire Vehicle from a person with convictions.


Details of the convictions were provided to the meeting and the applicant attended and gave further information in relation to the offence.


Having considered the information provided, it was

RESOLVED 
that the Committee, having considered the facts of the application before them, in this instance, grant the licence. However, if any misdemeanour occurs in the future in connection with any offence including illegal plying for hire, the applicant will be asked to re-appear before the Licensing Sub Committee and due consideration will be taken of any alleged offences, and the licence may be revoked.
09.LC.14
APPLICATION FOR HACKNEY CARRIAGE DRIVER’S LICENCE FROM A PERSON WITH ROAD TRAFFIC CONVICTIONS (C3)

A report was submitted seeking the Committee’s instructions with respect to an application for a new licence to drive a Hackney Carriage from a person with road traffic convictions.


Details of the convictions were provided to the meeting and the applicant attended and gave further information in relation to the offence.


Having considered the information provided, it was

RESOLVED
that the Committee having considered the application, grants the licence but warns the applicant in respect of complying with the associated rules and regulations. The Committee was concerned that applicant does not use his limousine as a Hackney Carriage and reminds him that any misdemeanour will lead to him re-appearing before them for a possible revocation of the licence.
09.LC.15
REPORT RELATING TO A CURRENT HACKNEY CARRIAGE DRIVER WHERE THE DRIVER HAS CONVICTIONS WITHIN THE TERM OF THE LICENCE (C4)

(Prior to consideration of this item, the applicant indicated that he was content to proceed under the circumstances outlined in 09.LC.11 above).

A report was submitted seeking the Committee’s instructions with respect to an application for a new licence to drive a Hackney Carriage from a person with road traffic convictions.


Details of the convictions were provided to the meeting and the applicant attended and gave further information in relation to the offence.


Having considered the information provided, it was


RESOLVED

that :

i) the Committee believes that the applicant failed, without reasonable excuse, to comply  with a requirement properly made to him by an officer of the Borough Council, namely failing to promptly produce a completed DVLA mandate form to a Council licensing officer when requested to do so;
ii) for this reason, the Committee has decided that it has reasonable cause under section 61 (1) (b) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 of  to suspend the applicant’s Hackney Carriage Licence for a period of 28 days;

iii) the applicant has 21 days in which to submit an appeal to the Magistrates Court on receipt of written notification of this judgement, after which the suspension of the licence will take effect;

iv) the Committee expressed concern that the applicant failed to declare an offence for which he was convicted on 20th April 2009 at Lincoln Magistrates’ Court to the Council and warned that any failure to inform of offences in the future would lead to him being asked to re-appear before the Committee who have the power to revoke or suspend his Hackney Carriage Driver’s licence.
09.LC.16
CONSIDERATION OF A PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER’S LICENCE WHERE THE HOLDER HAS FAILED TO WEAR HIS BADGE OR HAVE IT AVAILABLE (C1)

A report was submitted that sought the Committee’s instructions with respect to a Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence where the driver had failed to wear his badge or have it available.


Details of the offence were provided  to the Committee. 


It was noted that the Council had been informed by the Licence Holder’ mother that he was currently in Australia and is not due to return to the UK until April 2010. It was further noted that the licence in question expires on 7th April 2010.

Having considered the information provided, it was

RESOLVED
that

i) the Committee believes that the applicant failed, without reasonable excuse, to wear a drivers badge on 8th August 2009 whilst acting in accordance with his private hire vehicle driver’s licence;

ii) The committee also resolved that the applicant failed, without reasonable excuse, to comply  with a requirement properly made to him by an officer of the Borough Council, namely produce his driver’s badge at the Council’s Municipal Offices before carrying out any further private hire work;

iii) for these reasons, the Committee has decided that it has reasonable cause under section 61 (1) (b) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 to suspend the applicant’s Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence until 30th March 2010, with the suspension taking effect after the 21 days that the applicant has in which he may submit an appeal, dating from the date he receives the written notification of the suspension.

(The meeting started at 5.30pm and ended at 8.35pm)
Signed____________________________________________

Chair
Licensing Committee No 1
23.11.09


