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2.
INFORMATION

2.1
The Environmental warden team was set up principally to deal with environmental type crime, set out in the Clean Neighbourhood and Environment Act 2005; this includes littering, dog fouling, untaxed and abandoned vehicles. They also deal with contraventions of smoke free legislation.
2.2
The team operate on the basis of a mixed workload that includes planned campaigns, patrols and activities, and response to service requests from customers. Service requests and statutory requirements take precedent when work is being planned, and resources deployed.
2.3
The team (currently 4 staff, with 2 vacancies) is undergoing a number of changes at present. This includes a merger with the three staff who undertake car park enforcement duties to create a larger multi disciplinary team. The two existing vacancies are being recruited to; subject to satisfactory pre-employment checks two new officers should be joining the team in October. When the team is fully staffed and operational 7 wardens will be available to undertake the full range of duties, which in time will include the enforcement of residents parking schemes in Kettering town (subject to final agreement with County Council).

(In addition, the Borough Council also has the ability to deploy the police-employed traffic wardens on ‘yellow line’ enforcement throughout the borough.)

2.4
Suitable training for the new team members will take place to ensure that all staff can undertake the full range of duties giving the Council greater flexibility to deploy resources to respond to services requests and to proactively patrol the Borough.
2.5
When fully resourced, the team have a routine patrol pattern which ensures that a warden visits Rothwell, Desborough, Burton Latimer and Barton Seagrave at least once a day. The towns are patrolled with a view to taking enforcement action principally in relation to littering, dog fouling, untaxed and abandoned vehicles, and contraventions of smoke free legislation.
2.5
The designated spaces under the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act are visited on a weekly basis as a minimum. More frequent visits are carried out where active investigations are taking place or areas with high levels of dog fouling are identified either by the wardens or local residents. 

2.6
Details of recent activities undertaken by the wardens will be presented at the meeting.


3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT

3.1
Consultation regarding proposed changes to existing dog fouling designated spaces will take place with town and parish councils on an individual basis following the report which is being presented to Executive on the 15th September.
3.2
The Environmental Warden team will continue to undertake proactive monitoring work; however, we recognise the importance of local intelligence and reactive complaint investigations. Any requests for reactive complaint investigation should be passed to the Council’s Customer Services so that expedient and appropriate resources can be deployed.


4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS

There are no policy implications
5.
USE OF RESOURCES

5.1
In addition to the duties detailed above the wardens also provide a statutory service in relation to stray dogs, and a customer led pest control service. Whilst by the nature of many of the activities much work is carried out in Kettering town, the service seeks to provide a resource for the whole of the borough based on identified need.


PURPOSE OF REPORT





To update members of the A6 Towns Forum on the environmental warden team including details of their responsibilities.





6.	RECOMMENDATION





	That this report is noted








