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2.
INFORMATION
2.1 At its meeting of 21 July 2010, the Executive Committee considered a report on the emerging picture in respect of Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs).
2.2 The report followed the publication of a joint letter from The Rt Hon Eric Pickles MP and The Rt Hon Dr Vince Cable MP (copy attached for background).

2.3 The original recommendations that were contained in the July committee report, together with the actual Committee Resolution are reproduced below: -
Original Recommendations

The Executive Committee is recommended to seek options which would provide the best fit with;

i. The Council’s ambitions for the area
ii. The major economic engines the area has enjoyed over the last few years

iii. The response members wish to make to the letter from the Minister for Housing and Local Government considered elsewhere on this agenda

Following an update at the meeting, the committee resolved the following at the meeting;

Committee Resolved that:-
i. The creation of a LEP which would help deliver the Council’s objectives and increase the future prosperity of the area be supported
ii. The Council supports the creation of a LEP which includes all of the county and appropriate adjoining areas

iii. Further discussions be held with other local authorities on a preferred model for the coverage of a LEP, taking into account the Council’s stated priorities and ambitions and emphasising the Council’s track record on plan-making and its delivery record against objectives

2.4 Since the July Executive report there have been many developments. The purpose of this special meeting of the Executive Committee is to provide an update of events and set out what options exist for the Council.
2.5 Events have been fast moving and it is only over the past few days that the position has become a little clearer. The current position is that if the Council wishes to be involved in a LEP, there are currently two LEPs that members may wish to consider – these are;
· The Crossroads of England LEP

This is a submission that was made to the Government by the County Council on 25 August 2010. It is a LEP based on ‘Northamptonshire’ and has been submitted to Government.

It would appear that support from Kettering Borough Council has been presumed in this submission although the submission came as a surprise to your officers.
The position of Northampton Borough Council (or other Council’s within the County) is not clear from the submission.
The submission can be found at

 http://www.kettering.gov.uk/downloads/Submission_1_.pdf
· The South East Midland LEP

This is a draft submission that has been circulated to the Council for comment prior to a formal submission taking place. Indeed a further draft is expected and a meeting scheduled for interested parties to discuss it. It is primarily centred around the four unitary areas of Bedford, Central Beds, Luton and Milton Keynes but also includes the potential to include other areas such as parts of Buckinghamshire and Northamptonshire.

The document can be found at

 http://www.kettering.gov.uk/downloads/SEMLEP_draft_270810.pdf
2.6 Officers are currently undertaking a professional assessment of both the LEP documents. This includes looking at advantages and disadvantages of the options as they apply to the deliberations of the last committee meeting, in particular in relation to the economic interests of the area.
2.7 A comprehensive update will be provided at the meeting. Members will be given sufficient time to read the update and this will be supplemented by a full officer presentation at the meeting – this will include assessing any financial implications and also looking at the governance issues arising.
3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
3.1
The Council is responding to a consultation that has been set in place by the letter from the Secretary of State. A response has been requested by 6 September 2010.


4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
4.1
It is important that any LEP that the Council is a part of (or endorses) is closely integrated into the economic engines for the area, in particular as seen by business.


5.
USE OF RESOURCES
5.1 Further analysis is required to understand all potential financial implications of both LEP documents. It is important that the Council does not formally commit to any proposals that are unclear or binding at this moment in time.
5.2 The Council has an ambitious programme for the area based on;

· Better town centres

· Better education
· Higher grade, higher density jobs

The following charts are reproduced from the previous committee report – they illustrate the success that the Council has had in relation to business growth and job creation.
Change in Business Rates Growth in North Northamptonshire (2005/06 – 2008/09)
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Data Source – Local Authority returns to Central Govt (NNDR3)
Change in Employment in North Northamptonshire (2004 – 2009)

Data Source –Annual Population Survey, ONS Crown Copyright Reserved
 [from Nomis on 9 April 2010]
5.3 The success the Council has enjoyed has in no small part been due to its sovereign position in determining its planning and regeneration agenda - including having sovereignty over development gain. The Council would be well advised to exercise great care with any proposal which undermined that sovereignty.
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Date: 21 July 2010
1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To provide members with the latest information on the proposals that exist within the area for the creation of Local Enterprise Partnerships, and to outline the options and possible implications for the Council.	





6.	RECOMMENDATION





	That once the Executive have received an update and officer presentation to clarify the background to the propositions (and how they serve the Council’s interests and ambitions) that the Executive;





Determines which proposal(s) it wishes to support, and what conditionality (if any) it would require

















