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2. INFORMATION

2.1. The attached letter sets out the government’s intentions to replace the current target based regime for increasing housing supply in the UK and especially in growth areas. The minister is proposing the replacement of regimes, such as that embodied by housing and planning delivery grant (HPDG) and local authority business growth incentive (LABGI)  with fresh incentives to encourage those authorities that wish to do so, to work with the grain of government policy on encouraging the delivery of more housing and more affordable housing.  The minister is asking Councils to respond to his letter with a statement showing their approach to planning for and securing support for growth, and how growth will benefit the locality. In short, he seeks the council’s growth disposition.

2.2. Members will know that both HPDG and LABGI have been abolished ahead of a new set of incentives being devised. It is understood that the government’s intention is to devise a new regime this summer, with a view to payments being possible during 2011/12. The nature of and triggers for the incentives are still in development. This Council’s approach,   as set out in the report on the durable budget elsewhere on this agenda, has been  to actively seek to influence the shape of new incentives and sources of income. 
2.3. The choice before the Committee in broad terms, would be to take a positive tone, a neutral line or a much more cautious tone. If members wish to respond positively, then such a response could encompass the following elements:-  
A) The Council’s track record on plan-making and the extent to which this has encouraged other public agencies and the private sector to invest in the area. 

B) The Council’s consultation and engagement activity around plan making, around the handling of specific planning applications, and using forums and other innovative approaches. 
C) Showing the benefits of the growth agenda for the Borough, in terms of the Council’s objectives, and its delivery record against those objectives.  

3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
3.1.
The consultation carried out by the Council can be summarised in any response. 


4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
4.1.
The Council’s policy is to secure gains from the growth agenda for local people 
5.
USE OF RESOURCES
5.1. The Council’s budget anticipated £711,000 of HPDG and about £50,000 of LABGI, both of which have fallen foul of the recent in-year budget cuts announced.  
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PURPOSE OF REPORT





To seek members’ strategy for responding to the attached letter from the Minister for Housing and Local Government. 





	





RECOMMENDATION





The Committee is asked to indicate the degree of positivity it wishes to convey to the Minister. 








	









