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2.
INFORMATION

2.1. During the 2009 Comprehensive Area Assessment in 2009, the county received a collective red flag for how it dealt with the growing problems caused by alcohol abuse or over-use,  in terms of both the health impacts and the community safety impacts. 

2.2. The attached strategy is part of the response to that red flag, and even though CAA has now been abolished, there are sound reasons to continue to tackle alcohol abuse because of the impact it has on individuals and communities, and the consequent impact it has on the workload and spending pressures on public services in the county. 

2.3. The Strategy has three strands 

· Promoting safe and responsible drinking 
· Increasing awareness of the risks of drinking and providing advice, interventions and treatment

· Robust enforcement 

There are four priorities 

· Education and awareness 

· Managing the supply and pricing of alcohol 

· Delivering health and treatment services 

· Reducing alcohol related crime and disorder. 

2.4. Members will note that the second of these priorities relates strongly to the proposal that this Council made under the Sustainable Communities Act to seek local powers to control the price of alcohol sold in off licences premises. This proposal had made its way through various stages of the Act’s filtering process right up to the date of the General Election. Since then, the Coalition Government’s Programme of Government  promises to ban the sale of alcohol below cost price, to review alcohol taxation and pricing to tackle binge drinking and  to overhaul the Licensing Act to give Councils and the police stronger powers over licensed premises. The inclusion of pricing issues in the strategy additionally shows a broad partnership  support for the Council’s approach on this. 

3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
3.1. The strategy was approved by the Public Service Board in June and had been consulted on over the early part of 2010. Both the Kettering LSP and the Kettering Community Safety Partnership (CSP)  had taken part in the consultation and broadly supported the strategy. The LSP has asked its Neighbourhood and Communities Panel to take the lead devising and implementing a local action plan to put the strategy into effect in Kettering Borough. That preparatory work is underway. The Crime and Disorder Action Plan will also contain a number of actions which support the thrust of the strategy, and the CSP also has a delivery group, led by KBC, on alcohol related violence, including domestic abuse. The Town Centre Taskforce, a partnership of town centre interests  reporting to the LSP, also has a role in reducing alcohol related problems within the night time economy. 

4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
4.1.
The strategy is compatible with the Council’s policy on alcohol pricing, and with the Kettering Crime and Disorder Strategy. 
5.
USE OF RESOURCES
5.1. Applied effectively, the time and effort which goes into delivering the strategy should see in the long term a  reduction in costs arising from alcohol abuse, to the health, police and local government sectors. 

5.2. There are no dedicated  budgets within KBC to support  the strategy although existing programmes of work will continue to contribute towards its implementation. 
5.3. The Public Service Board had agreed to use part of the LAA performance Reward grant to support the county wide strategy; however, as the total amount of PRG available has since been reduced, that decision is now being revisited.  
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





To approve the adoption of the County wide Alcohol Harm Reduction Strategy. 


	





6.	RECOMMENDATION





That the Committee adopt the Alcohol Harm Reduction Strategy and commit to working in partnership with others to deliver it, through existing and developing programmes of action in this Borough. 


	









