	B O R O U G H   O F  K E T T E R I N G



	Committee
	EXECUTIVE
	Item 

9
	Page 1 

	Report 

Originator
	Paul Thomas

Suite 16 Programme Manager
	Fwd Plan Ref No:

A09/002

	Wards Affected
	All
	21st July 2010


	Title


	DELIVERING TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION – SUITE 16


Portfolio Holder: Cllr Mark Dearing
	B O R O U G H   O F  K E T T E R I N G



	Committee
	EXECUTIVE

	Item 

9
	Page 4 




2.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
2.1
Kettering Borough lies within the Milton Keynes and South Midlands (MKSM) growth area and is expected to facilitate growth of some 13,100 homes by 2021.
2.2
Members have made their priorities for infrastructure and jobs-led growth clear – these are the prerequisites of growth. Members have indicated they wish to use the growth agenda to leverage three key and interrelated ambitions for the borough; namely:-

· A better offer for our town centres
· A better education and training offer 
· A better employment offer – high grade, higher density jobs

2.3 The mutually supportive role of these three aspirations cannot be over-stated. The town centre and the skills base will be persuasive to inward investors. Similarly, high grade employment supports a vibrant town centre.
2.4 The Council’s vision is to create town centres that are:
· Characterful
· Distinctive, and
· Fun 

These three key words – enshrined in the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan - will help to ensure that the town centre is more than just a place to shop. It will have an experiential offer that encourages visitors to spend time in, and enjoy, our town centre.
3. SUITE 16 UPDATE

Market Place Restaurants
3.1 The programme for the Market Place Restaurants is still on track following last month's problems with the Sub Station. Central Networks have completed the required maintenance on the sub station and the electrical connections for the new buildings are now complete. The impact of the works was to add three weeks onto the programme, but completion is still on track for Spring 2011. 
3.2 Following a tender process with local agencies, Henderson Connellan have been appointed as the Estate Agents for the Market Place apartments. Their high standing in Kettering, and their location on the Market Place, will stand them in the good stead as we promote the flats over the coming months. Henderson Connellan submitted the keenest tender and also impressed at interview.  

Public Realm Phase 2/3

3.3 The design for the enhancement of Horsemarket, Market Street, Market Place and Sheep Street has been finalised following input from the County Council and other key partners. The scheme (to be presented) includes:

· 6 Bus Bays on Horsemarket, with one-way traffic being reversed 

· 7 new taxi bays created on Silver Street (comprising 4 northbound and 3 southbound)
· 8 car parking spaces on the South, East and West of Horsemarket (including disabled spaces)

· 3 large loading bays, including  2 on Horsemarket and 2 on Market Street

· Bollard-controlled access to Market Street to limit traffic to key-controlled service access, and time-restricted blue-badge access (in two new spaces).
· Continuation of the high quality materials of the market place across the road to the west of the space

· New Street Trees and elliptical benches

· High quality Yorkstone paving on Sheep Street, Market Street and Horsemarket

· 17 Parking spaces (including 3 disabled spaces) plus 3 taxi bays on Sheep Street

3.4 Plans for new bus routes to allow ‘hop-on’, ‘hop-off’ services between Northampton Road and Horsemarket are progressing well with the details of the routes close to being finalised and costed.

3.5 We continue to work with the Parish Church to finalise the design around the Church forecourt and driveway. This element of the scheme has its own Diocese approvals process known as a ‘Faculty’ which entails consultation over and above that already carried out for the rest of the scheme. 

3.6 The construction of the next phase of Public Realm works is due to start in late Summer and will be carried out in phases. This method of construction will ensure that minimal disruption is caused to businesses and residents at any one particular time. The works are due to start at Horsemarket and then complete at the Northampton Road end of Sheep Street.
3.7 We are working with partners to ensure that the public realm works are effectively communicated to everyone that is affected by both the construction works and the completed scheme. The plan includes a range of approaches from one-to-one contact with businesses owners to wider media coverage through the radio and local newspapers. We will keep Members informed, not only on progress with the construction works, but also how we are communicating with affected parties at that time.  
Central for Businesses – Central for Your Future
3.8 Version 1 of our prospectus was completed last month. In the first half of the prospectus we set out the reasons to invest in Kettering Borough. The second half is more focused on the projects that have been – and are being – delivered. Clearly, the regeneration of the town is moving on apace and the prospectus will have to work hard to keep up with it! We aim to produce an updated version around this time next year once the Market Place restaurants and next phase of public realm are completed. A copy of the document is available for all Members from Gregg Chopper or Paul Thomas.
Market Place Awards
3.9 WINNERS: Local Government News Street Design Award: ‘Pedestrian Environment’. 
The award recognises the importance of successful pedestrian schemes in the regeneration of towns and cities in the United Kingdom. Past winners include the Lord Street Improvements in Southport, Trinity Gardens in Newcastle and a scheme focused on the Old Bailey in London.

3.10 WINNERS: Worshipful Company of Master Paviors Award. 
The Paviors Award was established in 2000 as an award for excellence in the design and construction of paving. It is awarded annually in the context of the Street Design Competition run by the Local Government News. Certificates are awarded to the client, designer and constructor of the paving in the winning project, together with a commemorative plaque to be displayed on site.
3.11 SHORT-LISTED: Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI) Awards. 

Following our successes at the East Midlands Planning Awards in November last year, the Market Place has now been short-listed for a National Award. The judges visited Kettering on the 12th July.

3.12 SHORT-LISTED: Homes and Communities Agency Quality of Place Award


The award focuses on the design and maintenance of excellent local environments. We will be presenting to judges on the 10th August.
4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
4.1 On the 24th June, Planning Policy Committee approved four key technical studies which will now form background documents to the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan (KTCAAP) ‘Proposed Submission’ document. These studies related to:

· The Cultural Quarter

· Wadcroft

· Soans Yard

· The Station Quarter
4.2 The Public Realm works to Horsemarket, Market Street, Market Place and Sheep Street are being delivered alongside County Council colleagues and in accordance with the Transport Strategy for Growth, which also forms a background document to the KTCAAP Proposed Submission document.
4.3 The Market Place Restaurants will act as the catalyst for the delivery of the Restaurant Quarter around the Market Place.
5.
USE OF RESOURCES
5.1 The next phase of the public Realm works and Market Place restaurants have significant levels of external bid funding already secured. The contracts for these projects have been let and the funding committed.

1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





To inform members of progress to date on Suite 16





6.	RECOMMENDATION





	That the Executive Committee supports the continued investment in, and delivery of, town centre projects through the Suite 16.












