
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

29th March 2010

Present:
Julie Miller (Independent Member) (Chair)


Brian Christie (Independent Member)


Phil Carter (Independent Member)


Lloyd Landry (Independent Member)


Stuart Kilpatrick (Independent Member)


Geoff Durward (Town Council Member)


Councillor Margaret Talbot

09.STA.27
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillor Christopher Groome.

09.STA.28
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 25th January 2010 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

09.STA.29
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.

09.STA.30
STANDARDS FOR ENGLAND – ANNUAL RETURN 2010


A report was submitted which sought to consult with the Committee on the preparation of a response to the Standards for England Annual Return. 


It was noted that the form had been made available earlier than usual, this year, to enable Standards Committees to have an input into its completion.


The following comments were made:-
· An annual report was due to be produced, which would be considered by the Committee and also Full Council.

· Complaints forms should also be available at the District Offices

· the Chair of the Committee and/or other independent members should attend future meetings of the A6 Towns Forum, the Rural Forum and Kettering Town Forum in order to further promote the work of the Committee to the public and other partners
· a summary of results of the last Learning Needs Analysis in respect of ethical standards be  circulated to members of the Committee.

· details of parish councillors who attended the Planning Training for Town and Parish Councillors (numbers and percentages) in October 2009 be circulated to members of the Committee

· Danny Moody of NCALC be invited to a future meeting to talk about progress on the Compact
· When the next training for Town and Parish Councillors is arranged, the following issues should be covered:


Lobbying


Predetermination and bias


Planning and interests


Dual-hatted members


Other

RESOLVED
that the Annual Return 2010 be completed.
09.STA.31
REVIEW OF MEMBERS' INTERESTS



A report was submitted which informed members of the recent review of the information contained in the Register of Members' Interests.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the situation with regard to the Register of Members' Interests be noted;


(ii)
Paragraph 4.3 of Part 5 of the Constitution (Codes and Protocols) Register of Members' Interests be revised to state as follows:-



"All members shall be sent a copy of their current register entry annually and asked to confirm that the information is still correct."


(iii)
A reminder letter be sent to the independent members of the Standards Committee; and


(iv)
The Register of Interests form be reviewed.

09.STA.32
DRAFT WORK PROGRAMME


The draft Work Programme 2010/2011 was submitted for approval.  It was noted that additional items could be added to the work programme when necessary.

RESOLVED

that the Work Programme for 2010/2011 be approved.

09.STA.33
STANDARDS FOR ENGLAND BULLETIN 47


A report was submitted which brought the latest Standards for England Bulletin to the attention of the Committee and which provided an update on Standards issues.


Following a question, clarification was given by the Monitoring Officer on the role of the Adjudication Panel.

RESOLVED

that:-


(i)
Phil Carter attend the Standards Conference on 18th/19th October at the ICC in Birmingham; AND


(ii)
the Bulletin be noted.

09.STA.34
"AVOIDING THE PITFALLS" 

A report was submitted which sought approval for a pocket guide to Kettering Borough Council's Ethical Framework 'Avoiding the Pitfalls'.


In discussion the following amendments were proposed:-

· Removal of the term 'Healthcheck'

· Clarify actions to take and points to note

· Add a date and 'Democratic and Legal Services' to the title page

RESOLVED
that the booklet 'Avoiding the Pitfalls' be approved, incorporating the amendments suggested, for publication.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.10 pm)

Signed ....................................................

Chair
AI

Standards No. 

(29.3.10)

