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2. INFORMATION
2.1 Members will recall that a report was considered at the meeting on 16 March 2010 regarding the consultation on the Northamptonshire Council’s Charter. The Northamptonshire County Association of Local Councils (NCALC), had developed the Charter to describe the working relationship between the three tiers of local government in Northamptonshire.  The aim of the Charter was to create better relations between the three tiers of local government in Northamptonshire, to improve service delivery and reduce costs. 
2.2 Members acknowledged that the Charter contained some good points but were concerned at the lack of flexibility within the document and did not feel able to recommend adoption of the Charter at that time. The Committee resolved:

The Head of Democratic and Legal Services response to the consultation be sent to the Northamptonshire County Association of Local Councils making the following points:

i) the Charter had some good points, it reflected some of the good work already undertaken and the need for more joined up working  but it needed to incorporate more flexibility to accommodate the widely differing types of Parish and Town Councils it was aimed at assisting before consideration could be given to adopting it;

ii) the impact on the Borough Councils resources that adopting the Charter would have, needed more consideration, particularly  in the present economic climate; and

iii) evidence suggested that there was little or no appetite for the introduction of Parished areas within the town of Kettering itself.

2.3 The consultation period ended on 31 March 2010. A number of amendments were made to the document in response to the consultation. The following documents are set out at Appendix G:

· The NCALC  End of Consultation Report

· The revised Charter

· A record of the changes made

· A list of the Councils responding to the consultation

· The proposed next steps

2.4      The End of Consultation Report provides a summary of the responses to the. 
          consultation process and the view taken by NCALC to the issues raised.
2.5
The apparent lack of flexibility within the Charter was a general concern with  
other Councils. This has been addressed by the inclusion of a “Clarifying Statement” in the document. In the statement it is acknowledged that the Charter is aspirational and is to be used as a framework to enhance any working relationships with the local councils. It is made clear that the Charter is not legally binding and it will be a matter for each council to decide how it will implement the Charter. On this basis the Charter was adopted by other Councils as a means of improving partnership working with the local councils in their area. It is also formally recognised in the Clarifying Statement” that there is no new money for the implementation of the Charter. It is hoped that savings can be made by applying a more strategic and co-ordinated approach. 

2.6
The Charter was launched at the Local Councils Conference on 16 June and 
the majority of principal Councils signed up to the Charter. Kettering Borough Council was approached by NCALC prior to the Conference to reconsider its decision not to participate. Unfortunately the information regarding the changes was not available in time to include on the agenda to meet the timetable.

2.7
The Council can sign up to the Charter at any time. Members are, therefore, 

asked to consider if the changes made to the Charter meet their concerns and, if satisfied with the revised content, to recommend to approval by the Executive.

3.         CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
            As set out in the report 
4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS. 
None arising from this report, 
5. FINANCIAL RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS
None arising from this report.  If the Charter is adopted any workstreams agreed with the Parish Council’s would have to be agreed within existing budgets.
6. HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS
None at this stage 
7. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS
           None
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PURPOSE OF REPORT





To update Members on the revisions made to the Northamptonshire Council’s Charter following the consultation process and to consider whether the Council should adopt the charter. 





.	RECOMMENDATION





i)	To consider the revised Charter. 





ii)	 To consider recommending adoption of the   Charter to the Executive.


	








