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Briefing Note to Research and Development Committee 11th June 2010

Crime and Disorder Scrutiny – additional information
Background 

1. Members of the Research and Development Committee requested further information regarding interventions and crime detection rates following the presentation of information regarding anti social behaviour at and around council owned parks and public open spaces.  In particular, issues where raised around the impact of action taken and how it translates into improvements for local residents through reduced occurrences of anti social behaviour and crime.

2. Historically, anti-social behaviour statistics have not been collated by the police and/or the Safer Communities Teams(SCTs) in a way that easily enables tracking of complaints on a locality basis, such as parks,  As a consequence, it is difficult to accurately trace the outcomes of interventions made through to improved outcomes in purely statistical terms.  Rather, SCTs target priority issues for a three month period and monitor the general impact of interventions through the information obtained from Joint Action Groups and community  panels,  and the close monitoring of future priorities raised by residents.  In this way, area action teams can see the positive impact of interventions made and adjust the way issues are tackled accordingly.

3. However, as a result of some national changes,  improvements in data capture and performance monitoring are being made by the police,  which should make it easier in the future to 

a) identify where an area (or individual) is being subjected to anti-social behaviour and 

b) closely monitor the impact of interventions undertaken 

Current Partnership Action
4. The SCTs are currently giving attention to all identified hotspot areas.

5. Through our Kettering Borough Community Safety Partnership contract with Connect FM there are currently regular adverts relating to anti-social behaviour, criminal damage and binge drinking.

6. Through the Safer Schools Partnerships, in senior schools talks are being given to the students highlighting the effects of anti-social behaviour.  Also, each school has a link officer, and individuals that have problems with behaviour are involved in a 1:1.

7. The Community Safety Partnership has commissioned U-Turn to deliver parenting support in families where there is a developing trend of anti-social behaviour.  The programme started in Autumn 2008, and is being funded, at approximately £11,000 a year, into 2010/11.  Parenting Orders, to accompany anti-social behaviour orders, will be sought where appropriate.

8. Using funds from Northamptonshire County Council and the Police, the Community Safety Partnership, with NCC, has commissioned outreach youth work in areas of the Borough where complaints of anti-social behaviour by young people are highest, including where this is a Safer Community Team priority.

9. Sports, and diversionary activities provided by the Borough Council during school holidays are now more focused on the priority areas.

10. Kleen Sweep continues to be effective in tackling problems and in engaging partners and community groups.  Associated activities, such as Artsweep are also effective in community engagement and for community cohesion purposes.

11. To assist in tackling the problem of theft of lead, a lead substitute is now used when appropriate.

12. The report presented to Committee on 2nd June identified ‘hotspots’ and outlined the kind of anti social activity associated with each park area.  Set out below is the current position regarding interventions which have been organised by the community safety teams for a number of the areas previously reported.  It should be noted that not all of the ‘hotspots’ of council parks and playing fields have registered as top priories for the area action teams – who may be tackling other issues within their areas which have a higher priority and significance to local residents.  Those areas emboldened below have received high level targeted actions

· Rockingham Road Pleasure Park, Kettering

· Meadow Road Park, Kettering

· Grafton Street Park, Kettering

· Brambleside Park, Kettering

· Grays Field, Barton Seagrave

· King George Recreation Ground, Burton Latimer

· The Paddocks, Burton Latimer

· Dunkirk Avenue Recreation Ground, Desborough

· Greening Road Park, Rothwell

Action and interventions are set out in the additional column within the table.

	Site
	Type of problem
	Frequency where known

	Recent action taken

	Rockingham Road Pleasure Park
	· Theft of lead

· Needles found

· Youths gathering and causing a nuisance


	2

1

Regular
	· Environmental visual audit

· Detached youth work:

-
96 young people targeted

-
72 young people have had a change in attitude and behaviour as a result

-
96 young people have participated in alcohol awareness sessions

-
8 young people further developing training in youth engagement

-
24 young people planning a football tournament in aid of British Heart Foundation.

-
6 young people participating in health programme at gym

-
2 young people involved in volunteering opportunities

-
1 young person receiving weekly mentoring sessions

-
12 young people have participated in a session around bereavement and loss

-
6 young people have participated in a session on anger management

· Keystone “Respect” night held



	Grays Field
	· Youths gathering and causing a nuisance

· Excessive litter, alcohol containers, glass


	Regular

Regular
	Noisy, loud drunken behaviour and littering 6.00pm to midnight at Grays Field and surrounding Streets in Barton Seagrave. Is currently a priority for the Rural East Safer Communities Team.

· 4 alcohol seizures

· 11 yellow cards

· 7 taken home to parents with warning

	King George Recreation

Ground
	· Graffiti on community centre

· Youths gathering and causing a nuisance

· Excessive litter, alcohol containers, glass


	1

Regular

Regular
	Noisy, loud, drunken behaviour and littering 6.00pm to midnight at King George Recreation Ground and surrounding streets in Burton Latimer is currently a priority for the Rural East Safer Community Team.  

· 6 alcohol seizures

· 3 taken home to parents with warning



	Dunkirk Avenue Recreation

Ground
	· Youths gathering and causing a nuisance

· Excessive litter, alcohol containers, glass


	Regular

Regular
	Noisy, loud and drunken behaviour leading to criminal damage, graffiti and under age drinking between 6.00pm and midnight in Dunkirk Avenue Recreation Ground and the adjacent area in Desborough is currently a priority for the Rural West Safer Community Team.

· 5 alcohol seizures

· 45 stopped and 

· 10 stop searches

· 8 yellow cards


Crimes Recorded
During the period 1st April 2009 – 30th April 2010 Kettering Borough Council was the victim of recorded crime as follows:

	Classification
	Number of Crimes


	Burglary other
	3

Weekley Glebe Sports Pavilion

Lake Avenue Bowling Green Pavilion

KBC Municipal Offices



	Theft from motor vehicles
	1

London Road, Kettering



	Theft
	12

4 related to theft of lead, 2 of these from Rockingham Road Pleasure Park bandstand.

3 related to planters.



	Criminal Damage
	25

Doors:
6

Fencing/walls:
6

Planters:
3

Lights:
3

Bins:
2

Windows:
2

Roof:
1

Sign:
1

CCTV camera:
1




3 of the above-mentioned crimes have been detected.  These relate to damage to a planter, damage to a CCTV camera and a case of theft of lead.
Other current interventions
Currently live within Kettering Borough are the following:
ASBO  6 + 1 interim

CRASBO  3

Acceptable Behaviour Contact  3

None of these are connected to the previously identified hotspots.
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