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2. 
LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICE
2.1
The current Service Level Agreement for an Infrastructure Service providing support to the voluntary and community sector was extended until 30 June 2010 to allow a joint procurement with Corby Borough Council and to include delegated funds to the boroughs from Northamptonshire County Council to be included in the grant available. A copy of the specification is attached in Appendix A. 
2.2
Agreement was reached with Corby Borough Council for a joint procurement and Northamptonshire County Council delegated a combined total grant of £137,500 until March 2013 to Kettering and Corby Boroughs. The agreed process for selection and evaluation followed the Kettering Borough Council model with one officer from each of the three funding councils evaluating the bids.  The main change to the process was to include one councillor from Kettering Borough Council and from Corby Borough Council at the presentation stage to join with officers. This replaced the Executive sitting as a Working Group to receive the presentations.  The councillors were Cllr Bayes for Kettering Borough Council and Cllr O’Neill for Corby Borough Council.

2.3
The Specification was extensively advertised in the press and through local and regional Third Sector networks. One application was received which is from Groundwork Trust North Northamptonshire (Groundwork) which is the current provider of the Local Infrastructure Service in partnership with Corby Voluntary and Community Services Limited (CVCS).  
3.
GROUNDWORK TRUST NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
3.1
Groundwork is the lead bidder in a continuing partnership with CVCS. The governance arrangements make the Board of Groundwork the organisation that would be responsible for the delivery of the services and a Steering Group of the Chairs of both organisations would guide the work.

3.2
Groundwork has already provided a suggested Action Plan for year one of the Agreements which are a requirement of the Service Level Agreement. If they are awarded the grant they have indicated their willingness to have discussions to agree the details of the targets required and to have monthly performance management meetings with the Council.
3.2
The decision on the final award of grant is delegated to Corby Borough Council officers. They have communicated their willingness to award the grant to Groundwork.

3.3
As there was only one bidder other options are to consider extending the current arrangement with Groundwork for a further three months and             re-advertise the specification. This will have a resource implication due to the cost of advertising and officer time and is unlikely to yield significant other organisations as the specification was extensively advertised.
4.
ISSUES REFERRED FROM SCRUTINY COMMITTEES
4.1
On 9th June Monitoring and Audit Committee considered a report about the monitoring of Service Level Agreement Grants 2009/10. 
4.2
An update report will be provided to members prior to the Committee Meeting in relation to performance concerns for the Service Level Agreement being undertaken by YMCA.
5. 
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
5.1
An Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) was undertaken to ensure that the new service would be accessible to all.  This was made available on the Council’s website along with the other supporting documents for the specification. One response was received through the Council’s website but didn’t require any changes to the specification while another response was received directly by the Partnerships Manager.    
5.2 A bidders’ day was also held on 22 March 2010 to answer any questions or      queries bidders may have had about the specification.  These were also made available on the Council’s website.
6.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
6.1
Local Infrastructure Service:

Community Services Service Plan, Key Service Objective 17

Corporate Priority 2D1
Northamptonshire County Council is procuring a County-wide Infrastructure Service the role of which will include providing support to the providers of the Local Infrastructure Services.  
6.2
Monitoring of Service Level Agreements will continue to reported regularly to the Monitoring and Audit Committee

The Agreements provide for the option of deferring or reviewing all or part of payment of the agreed grant where requirements in the agreement/service specification have not been met, subject to:-

-
a report to the Monitoring & Audit Committee and to the Executive Committee

-
consultation with the organisation and other funders

-
the opportunity for the organisation to make a representation to the Executive Committee

7. FINANCIAL RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS
7.1
At the Executive Meeting of 10 September 2008 a budget was provided for £21,538 a year until 2013 for a Local Infrastructure Service. The total grant of £68,750 for the period of the Agreement is within this budget 
7.2
The devolved funds to Kettering Borough from the County Council total £68,750 from 1 July to 2010 to 31 March 2013 subject to availability of funding. A Partnership Funding Agreement will be in place with the County Council. The Service Level Agreement between Kettering Borough and Corby Borough Councils with the successful bidder will reflect this Agreement. 

8
HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS
None
9
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS
9.1
A Partnership Funding Agreement will be in place between Kettering Borough Council and Northamptonshire County Council.

9.2 A Service Level Agreement will be signed by the successful organisation for             the award of grant in return for the services to be delivered.  
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PURPOSE OF REPORT


To agree the award of the Service Level Agreement for the Local Infrastructure Service Specification 





RECOMMENDATION


The Head of Community Services recommends that members agree:





(i)	To award the Service Level Agreement for the Local Infrastructure Service Specification to Groundwork North Northamptonshire.  











