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2.
INFORMATION
2.1
Kettering Market Place is one of the first Suite 16 initiatives to be completed and it contributes towards our ambitions for the Borough: namely:-

· A better offer for our town centres

· A better education and training offer

· A better employment offer – high grade, higher density jobs

2.2
The Council’s vision is to create town centres that are:

· Characterful 

· Distinctive, and

· Fun

 3.
PREVIOUS EVENTS
3.1
The official opening of the Market Place was on 30 August 2009 by Kettering’s record breaking teenage soprano Faryl Smith and the Mayor The official opening events ‘Summer Celebration’ was attended by over 3,500 people who enjoyed: the new Market Place (fountains and amphitheatre); street entertainment; live music; Kettering by the Sea; fun transport (horse and carriage rides, fun bus); and face painting.
3.2
Since then various events have been taking place to use the Market Place and Restaurant Quarter for the purpose for which it is designed and to boost trade in our town.  These events include:
· Live music and circus skills which have been taking place on alternate Saturdays since August.  
· National Roadshows such as Diabetes UK 
· Speciality Italian Market
· Kettering Arts Market

· Sports Relief Mile attracted 500 entrants

· Draw the Line / Big Draw

· Live theatre with performances of Elliott and the Rainbow and Rumpelstiltskin by the company Bangers and Mash.
· Arts 

4.
FUTURE EVENTS
4.1
Events are advertised on the Council’s website, by the Tourist Information Centre, in  ‘What’s On’ and ‘Voice’. New notice boards have recently been placed on the Market Place itself.

4.2
This year sees an exciting fun programme including The Halfords Tour Series on 10th June and for the first time a Big Screen will be set up to show a sporting event England’s first World Cup Match on 12th June. This is a family event with strictly no alcohol which will follow on from an Eco Fair earlier in the day.
4.3 This year Kettering by the Sea will be over 26th – 31 July.
4.4 It is intended to provide a full schedule of events for this calendar year at the meeting of the Forum.



CUSTOMER FEEDBACK AND USE OF THE MARKET PLACE
5.1
Residents and businesses have been communicated with in appropriate ways such visits, letter and open meetings to inform them about events and amend plans to accommodate ideas.

5.2
Surveys of people attending the events is undertaken and this is used to shape future events.

5.3
86% of visitors were very satisfied with the February Half Term events.
5.4
The Market Place continues to be enjoyed by visitors of all ages throughout the day.

1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To update Kettering Town Forum on Market Place events





6.	RECOMMENDATION





That Kettering Town Forum notes the successes of previous events, receives details of future events and offers suggestions for possible future uses.


	








