
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 22nd April 2010

Present:
Councillor Hakewill (Chair)


Councillors Brown, Bullock, Dearing, Malin, Pote and Smith-Haynes

09.EX.36
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillor Roberts.

09.EX.37
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.

09.EX.38
MINUTES


The minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 17th March 2010 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

09.EX.39
FORWARD PLAN AND WORK PROGRAMME


The Forward Plan and Work Programme for the period 16th April 2010 to 31st August 2010 was noted.

09.EX.40
FINAL REPORT OF THE EDUCATION TASK AND FINISH GROUP


A report was submitted which provided feedback to the Committee on the findings of the Education Task and Finish Group and the recommendations of the Research and Development Committee.


Councillor Christopher Lamb, Chair of the Education Task and Finish Group, addressed the meeting and gave a summary of evidence received and the findings of the group.  It was noted that an Action Plan would be developed, in consultation with partners, which would then be brought before the committee, together with a monitoring report.  It was also noted that the report recommended the appointment of an Education Champion.


During discussion, reference to the work of KEEP (Kettering Education and Employment Partnership) in the 1980s and 1990s was made.  It was felt that Head Teachers had not, in general, engaged with the process because of the need for schools to focus on outputs rather than outcomes for their students.  The difficulties faced by young people were acknowledged, in particular the fact that many young people were not employed on full-time contracts, which could exclude them from government-sponsored training. This seemed to particularly apply to apprenticeships.


An update was given on work carried out since the conclusion of the Task and Finish Group, and the Chair thanked members of the Group and officers for their work, together with all those who had given their time to give evidence.  The Leader thanked Councillor Lamb for his attendance.

RESOLVED
that the report and recommendations of the Education Task and Finish Group be approved.

09.EX.41
DELIVERING TOWN CENTRES: REGENERATION AND SUITE 16

A report was submitted which updated members of progress to date on Suite 16.

It was noted that work on the Market Place Restaurants had commenced on 15th April 2010 with the erection of site hoardings and Herras fencing.  The site office and compound had been established on the Council's car park, which had resulted in the temporary loss of parking spaces. Underpinning of the Church Hall and archaeological works had also commenced.

It was felt that delivery of public realm works was going well, and the cross-party commitment of councillors to improving the town centre was commended.
RESOLVED  that:-


(i)
the continued investment in, and delivery of, town centre projects through the Suite 16 be supported.

09.EX.42
KETTERING BOROUGH IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2010-2011


A report was submitted which presented the draft Kettering Borough Improvement Plan for consideration and ratification prior to adoption at Full Council on 30th June 2010.



Councillor Jonathan West addressed the Committee and thanked officers and councillors for their work on the Improvement Plan, welcoming in particular free bus passes and free swimming.  However, Councillor West urged the Executive to take on board the need to improve the appearance of the town centre as work on the public realm progressed, as it was felt that some areas were in need of attention.  He also stressed the importance of adequate provision in relation to the public transport network and affordability for residents, particularly those needing to purchase season tickets to move around the county.


Councillor West also suggested re-wording of the Improvement Plan in relation to local business rates and service charges.


In response, the Chair assured Councillor West that the Council would be revisiting fees and charges later in the year.  The Council was also working with its partners to educate people not to drop litter and work was also being undertaken to identify ways to handle repairs and maintenance in the town centre to improve appearance.


A summary of comments made by the Monitoring and Audit Committee at its meeting on 20th April 2010 was circulated and noted.

RESOLVED
that the Improvement Plan be ratified for adoption at Full Council on 30th June 2010 subject to consideration of the points raised at the meeting.

09.EX.43
UPDATING THE CONSTITUTION


A report was submitted which requested members to consider:-

(a)
the adoption of draft Terms of Reference and Procedure Rules of the Northamptonshire Overview and Scrutiny Board as part of the Council's Constitution; and

(b)
the establishment of a Standards Sub-Committee to deal with applications for dispensations.

Councillor West addressed the Committee in respect of the Northamptonshire Overview and Scrutiny Board Terms of Refererence and Procedure Rules. He urged the Executive to recommend to Full Council that political proportionality be taken into consideration when selecting the two Kettering Borough members to sit on the board.

In discussion, the opportunity for joint working on county-wide scrutiny issues was welcomed.  It was also felt that, should any conflict occur between the Terms of Reference of the Northamptonshire Overview and Scrutiny Board and the Council's Constitution, the Council's Constitution should take precedence.


It was noted that the Scrutiny Board would be treated as an Outside Body, and nominations for the two members of Kettering Borough Council would go forward in the usual way at Annual Council in May.  Further discussion ensued on the most practical way to embed the Terms of Reference whilst ensuring that Kettering Borough Council observed its own Constitution, which should take always precedence.


RESOLVED that it be recommended to Council:-

(i)
Council note the establishment of the Northamptonshire Overview and Scrutiny Board and adopt the terms of reference and procedure rules (as set out in the Appendix to the report) as part of the Kettering Borough Council Constitution, subject to:-
(a)
The membership of the Northamptonshire Overview and Scrutiny Board from Kettering Borough Council comprise a member of the opposition group.  Such a member would normally be the Chair of the Kettering Borough Council scrutiny committee chaired by a member of the opposition.
(b)
Were conflict exists between the terms of Reference of the Northamptonshire Overview and Scrutiny Board and Kettering Borough Council's Constitution (in letter or in spirit), Kettering Borough Council’s Constitution will take precedence.
(ii)
the establishment of a Standards Sub-Committee (Dispensations) to deal with dispensations and include the terms of reference in the Council's Constitution.
09.EX.44
PROPERTY ASSETS: BUCCLEUCH ACADEMY


A report was submitted which updated members on the land exchange proposal and sought delegated permission for an alternative landswap.


Discussion was held on access to the football fields and improved provision of sports facilities available to residents.  it was noted that Sport England would scrutinise the proposals in relation to enhanced community use to ensure there was no loss of access.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the commitment to supporting the enhanced development of the Buccleuch Academy be confirmed; and


(ii)
delegated authority be given to the Head of Democratic and Legal Services to agree an alternative land exchange.


09.EX. 45
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 (AS AMENDED)

RESOLVED
that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that it involved items of business which included the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by paragraphs 1-7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Local Government Act 1972 (as amended).

09.EX.46
CONTRACT FOR PUBLIC REALM WORKS


A report was submitted which appointed the contractor for the next phase of Public Realm works.


It was noted that the planned works would bring better connectivity between the southern end of the town (including the recently refurbished Market Place) and the High Street and Yards area.  It would also allow safer browsing of shops, encourage more outdoor activities in the Market Place and generally enhance the whole of the area with reduced vehicular traffic and bus movements.


The contract had been tendered in accordance with regulations and had been advertised through the European journal.  A shortlist of six contractors had been achieved from 15 expressions of interest.  Following an interview all six contractors were scored on their response to a number of questions, with particular attention being paid to quality control.


A summary of the outcome of the evaluation process was considered.  It was noted that the project would be funded through a combination of growth area funding and Borough Council funding, which could be met from the approved budget in the Council's Capital Programme for 2010/2011.  It was also noted that the works included re-paving the Parish Church driveway as well as the forecourt.

RESOLVED
that, subject to contract, the appointment of Balfour Beatty for the Public Realm Phase 2/3 Contract be approved, and the Head of Democratic and Legal Services be authorised to agree the contract terms and conditions, including a joint project to re-pave the Parish Church driveway.

(The meeting started at 5.00 pm and finished at 6.35 pm)

Signed​: …………………………………………………….

(Chair)
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