BOROUGH OF KETTERING

at the meeting of the Council of the Borough of Kettering held at the Municipal Offices, Bowling Green Road,  Kettering on 25th February 2010
Present:

	Councillor 
R Groome (Mayor)
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"
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"
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M Dearing
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D Soans

	
"
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"
M Talbot

	
"
S Edwards
	
"
G Titcombe

	
"
T Freer
	
"
K Watts

	
"
C Groome
	
"
J West

	
"
J Hakewill
	
"
A Wiley

	
"
J Henson
	

	
	

	
	


09.C.47
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Malin, Pote, Tebbutt and Zanger. 

09.C.48
MINUTES
RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 17th December 2009 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor subject to it being noted that Bishop Stopford School Choir entertained members at the start of the meeting and that Councillor Bullock replied to the question in respect of the Community Newspaper at Minute No. 09.C.46.
09.C.49
MINUTES OF THE BUDGET CONSULTATION MEETING

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the Budget Consultation meeting held on 21st January 2010 be approved as a correct record.

09.C.50
MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Late Eric Bellamy-Tall
The Mayor announced the death, on 17th January, of former Mayor Eric Bellamy-Tall.  Mr Bellamy-Tall was Mayor of the Borough in 1994-95 and served as a Councillor for the Avondale Ward from 1983 until 1995.

Holocaust Memorial Day

The Mayor thanked all councillors who had attended the Holocaust Memorial Day on Sunday, 24th January.  She also thanked the Mayor's Chaplain and officers for their help.  It was noted that the event had been very well attended by Civic Heads.

09.C.51
LEADER'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Councillor Bullock announced that Kettering Borough Council had recently won the Marketing Innovation Award for Land Charges and had been finalists in the E-Government Award.  Officers were thanked for their work in connection with the two successes.

09.C.52
BUDGET PROPOSALS 2010/11 – GENERAL FUND, CAPITAL PROGRAMME AND HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT

A report was submitted which provided details of the Executive's budget proposals for the Council's General Fund, Capital Programme and the Housing Revenue Account for the financial year 2010/11.  The report also included the Council's statutory borrowing limits (referred to as Prudential Indicators), which although a technical issue, needed to be reported to Council in accordance with statutory requirements.


Appendix "B" to the report (the Council Tax draft resolution 2010/11) was circulated at the meeting.

It was proposed by Councillor Hakewill and seconded by Councillor Roberts that the recommendations contained within the report and the draft Council Tax resolution be approved by Council.

The Leader of the Council commended the budget to Council and outlined the comprehensive consultation on the budget that had taken place, including the Budget Consultation meeting on 21st January, the opening of the town centre shop for consultation and the comments of the Monitoring and Audit and Executive Committees, which had been taken into account in setting the proposed budget.


The Leader stated that a sensible and pragmatic view of the budget had been taken and the proposed 3.5% increase in Council Tax was below the District Council average.  The Leader outlined the major achievements during the past year, which included:-

· The new Market Place opening and Christmas activities

· The imminent commencement of work on the Market Place Restaurants

· The approval of public realm improvements
· The acquisition of the former Health Centre in Burton Latimer as a facility for the town
· The completion of the Strategic Development Area (SDA) at Rothwell

· The building of high quality carbon-neutral properties at Rothwell

· The proposed development of the former Lawrence's factory site at Desborough and the regeneration of Desborough Town Centre
· Consultation with parish and town councils on parish grants and precepting

· East of Kettering information event

· Consultation in the town centre shop

· Green credentials

· Proposals for the regeneration of the Station Quarter

· The work of the Member of Parliament in promoting the Borough
The Leader assured Council that efficiency savings would be made wherever possible.  The Leader thanked the Chief Executive and officers for their excellent work in connection with the budget process.

The Leader of the Opposition indicated that the budget was not contended by the opposition.  He indicated that he was pleased that his Group's comments had been taken into account in relation to front-line services and efficiencies.  Partnership working and the sharing of facilities would continue to be welcomed.

The Leader of the Opposition urged Council to preserve jobs and services in the difficult months ahead. He thanked the Chief Executive and the Head of Finance and his team for their work.  

During debate the following additional comments were made:-

· The Council should ensure residents in the Sheep Street and Market Street area have adequate access to bus services
· Inward investment in the town should encourage growth and increase footfall

· Partnership working and shared services should be explored and implemented wherever possible

· The national economic situation was very serious and the public sector faced an uncertain future

· Further efficiencies should be identified and implemented where possible
· Efficiencies in refuse collection were welcomed and staff commended for their efforts in identifying savings

· The introduction of Smart meters have saved residents between 30 and 60% of the average Band B council tax

· The East Midlands Regional Assembly had praised the Council for its work in relation to wind farm applications

In summing up the debate, The Leader of the Council thanked the Leader of the Opposition and the Chair of the Monitoring and Audit Committee for their work in connection with the budget.  He stated that the Council faced a difficult time in planning for the medium term, as it was inevitable that the national economic situation would have an effect on the local economy.

The motion having been previously moved and seconded, it was:-

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the General Fund budget for 2010/11 (as detailed in Appendix 'A', Section 1 of the report be approved;


(ii)
the Capital Programme for 2010-2013 (as detailed in Appendix 'A', Section 2 of the report be approved;


(iii)
the Housing Revenue Account budget for 2010/11 (as detailed in Appendix 'A', Section 3 of the report be approved;


(iv)
The Council Tax Resolution for 2010/11 (as detailed in Appendix 'B' circulated at the meeting be approved, namely:

(i)
that it be noted the Council calculated the following amounts for the year 2010/2011 in accordance with Regulations made under Section 33 (5) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 (the Act):

(a)
30,764 being the amount calculated by the Council, in accordance with Regulation 3 of the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulations 1992, and the Local Authorities (Calculation of Tax Base) (Amendment) Regulations 2003 and (No2) Regulations 2003, as its council tax base for the year.

(b)
Being the amounts calculated by the Council, in accordance with regulation 6 of the Regulations, as the amounts of Council tax base for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which one or more special items relate:

	Parish of
	Tax Base

	Broughton
	791

	Burton Latimer
	2,345

	Geddington, Newton and Little Oakley
	632

	Mawsley
	863


(ii)
that the following amounts be now calculated by the Council for the year 2010/2011 in accordance with Sections 32 to 36 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 (the Act)

(a)
£63,639,760
being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the items set out in Section 32 (2) (a) to (e) of the Act. (Gross expenditure, parish expenses any contingencies, any provision for reserves.)

(b)
£49,993,980
being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the items set out in Section 32 (3) (a) to (c) of the Act. (Gross Income, any use of reserves.)

(c)
£13,645,780
being the amount by which the aggregate at ii (a) above exceeds the aggregate at ii (b) above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with Section 32 (4) of the Act, as its Budget Requirement for the year. (Expenditure less income = net expenditure / budget requirement.)
(d)
£7,284,184
being the aggregate of the sums which the Council estimates will be payable for the year into its General Fund in respect of redistributed non domestic rates, revenue support grant and increased by the amount of any sum which the Council estimates will be transferred from its Collection Fund to its General Fund pursuant to the directions under section 98(4) of the Local Government Finance Act 1988. (Business Rates, Government grant, any special grant, any surplus from Collection Fund.)

(e)
£206.79
being the amount at ii (c) above less the amount at ii (d) above, all divided by the amount at i (a) above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with section 33 (1) of the Act, as the basic amount of its council tax for the year. (Net expenditure including parish precepts, less Business Rates, grants etc, divided by tax base = an average council tax which includes parishes.)
(f)
£43,000
being the aggregate amount of the special items referred to in Section 34 (1) of the Act. (Total amount of parish precepts.)
(g)
£205.39
being the amount at ii (e) above less the result given by dividing the amount at ii (f) above by the amount at i (a) above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with section 34 (2) of the Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which no special item relates. (i.e. the Borough Council's precept of £6,318,618 divided by the Council Tax base of £30,764, This Council's own Council Tax at Band D.)

(h)

being the amounts given by adding to the amount at ii (g) above the amounts of the special item or items relating to dwellings in those parts of the Council's area mentioned above divided in each case by the amount at i (b) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 34(3) of the act, as the basic amounts of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which one or more special item relates. (Council Tax at Band D for those parishes that have issued a precept added to this Council's council tax.)

	Part of the Council's area
	         £

	Broughton
	209.18

	Burton Latimer
	211.79

	Geddington, Newton & Little Oakley
	213.30

	Mawsley
	228.56


	(i)
	Part of the Council's area
	Valuation Bands

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Parish of
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H

	
	
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£

	
	Broughton:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  Borough Precept (£6,318,618)
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	
	  Parish Precept (£3,000)
	2.53
	2.95
	3.37
	3.79
	4.63
	5.47
	6.32
	7.58

	
	Total Broughton
	139.46
	162.70
	185.94
	209.18
	255.66
	302.14
	348.64
	418.36

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Burton Latimer
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  Borough Precept (£6,318,618)
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	
	  Parish Precept (£15,000)
	4.27
	4.98
	5.69
	6.40
	7.82
	9.24
	10.67
	12.80

	
	Total Burton Latimer
	141.20
	164.73
	188.26
	211.79
	258.85
	305.91
	352.99
	423.58

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Geddington, Newton and Little Oakley
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  Borough Precept (£6.318,618)
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	
	  Parish Precept (£5,000)
	5.27
	6.15
	7.03
	7.91
	9.67
	11.43
	13.18
	15.82

	
	Total Geddington, Newton and Little Oakley
	142.20
	165.90
	189.60
	213.30
	260.70
	308.10
	355.50
	426.60

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Mawsley
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  Borough Precept (£6,318,618)
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	
	  Parish Precept (£20,000)
	15.45
	18.02
	20.60
	23.17
	28.32
	33.47
	38.62
	46.34

	
	Total Mawsley
	152.38
	177.77
	203.17
	228.56
	279.35
	330.14
	380.94
	457.12

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Other Areas / Parishes:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  Borough Precept (£6,318,618)
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78



being the amounts given by multiplying the amounts at ii (g) and ii (h) above by the number which, in the proportion set out in section 5 (1) of the Act, is applicable to dwellings listed in  a particular valuation band divided by the number which in that proportion is applicable to dwellings listed in valuation band D, calculated by the Council, in accordance with section 36 (1) of the Act, as the amounts to be taken into account for 2010/11 in respect of categories of dwellings listed in different valuation bands.
(iii)
That it be noted that for the year 2010/2011 Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) and Northamptonshire Police Authority (NPA) have stated the following precepts issued to the Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Act for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:
	
	Valuation Bands

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H

	
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£

	NCC (precept £31,628,801)
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NPA (precept £5,943,605)
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40


(iv)
that, having calculated the aggregate in each case of the amounts at ii (i) and iii above, the Council, in accordance with Section 30 (2) of the Local Government and Finance Act 1992, hereby sets the following amounts as the amounts of Council Tax for the year 2010/2011 for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:-

	Part of the Council's Area
	Valuation Bands

	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H

	
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£

	Broughton:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	  NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	  NPA
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	  Parish Precept
	2.53
	2.95
	3.37
	3.79
	4.63
	5.47
	6.32
	7.58

	Total
	953.67
	1,112.61
	1,271.55
	1,430.49
	1,748.37
	2,066.26
	2,384.16
	2,860.98

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Burton Latimer:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	  NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	  NPA
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	  Parish Precept
	4.27
	4.98
	5.69
	6.40
	7.82
	9.24
	10.67
	12.80

	Total
	955.41
	1,114.64
	1,273.87
	1,433.10
	1,751.56
	2,070.03
	2,388.51
	2,866.20

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Geddington, Newton and Little Oakley:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	  NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	  NPA
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	  Parish Precept
	5.27
	6.15
	7.03
	7.91
	9.67
	11.43
	13.18
	15.82

	Total
	956.41
	1,115.81
	1,275.21
	1,434.61
	1,753.41
	2,072.22
	2,391.02
	2,869.22

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mawsley:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	  NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	  NPA
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	  Parish Precept
	15.45
	18.02
	20.60
	23.17
	28.32
	33.47
	38.62
	46.34

	Total
	966.59
	1,127.68
	1,288.78
	1,449.87
	1,772.06
	2,094.26
	2,416.46
	2,899.74


	Other Areas / Parishes:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	  NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	  NPA
	124.44
	145.18
	165.92
	186.66
	228.14
	269.62
	311.10
	373.32

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	951.14
	1,109.66
	1,268.18
	1,426.70
	1,743.74
	2,060.79
	2,377.84
	2,853.40

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



(v)
the Prudential Borrowing Indicators for 2010/11 as detailed in Appendix 'C' of the report be approved;


(vi)
the Medium Term Financial Forecast, as detailed in the Budget Book at Appendix 'A', Section 1 be received; and


(vii)
the report of the Council's Responsible Finance Officer as detailed at Appendix 'D' be received.
(Voting: For 24; Against 0; Not Voting 6)

09.C.53
FREE BUS PASSES

Councillor Paul Corazzo asked the Portfolio Holder for Community and Rural the following question:-


"How many over 60s in Kettering have a free bus pass?"


Councillor Roberts replied as follows:-


"14,880."

09.C.54
NATIONAL FAMILY WEEK

Councillor Paul Corazzo asked the Portfolio Holder for Community and Rural the following question:-


"What plans does Kettering Borough Council have in place for National Family Week (31st May to 6th June)?"


Councillor Roberts replied as follows:-


"We are planning to put on a number of family events on the Market Place and at other locations throughout the summer."

09.C.55
SEMINAR – CO-OPERATIVE BUSINESS


Councillor Paul Corazzo asked the Leader of the Council the following question:-


"Will the Leader or Members of the Executive be attending the seminar on Co-operative business on Thursday, 18th March 2010 at 10.00 am at the Corn Market Hall?"


Councillor Hakewill replied as follows:-


"Possibly."

09.C.56
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES STRATEGY (2008-2011)


Councillor Paul Corazzo asked the Leader of the Council the following question:-


"How successful has the Sustainable Communities Strategy (2008-2011) been so far?"


Councillor Hakewill replied as follows:-


"Delivery of the strategy is regularly monitored by the LSP – currently the strategy is being achieved or is generally on target.  Kettering Partnership held its first Annual Conference in October 2009, this informed a refresh of the strategy and highlighted the following successes:

· Reduction in smokers

· Reduction in obese people

· Winning the 'More People, More Active More Often' MJ Award in 2009

· Business support and start ups in Chesham House

· Two proposals for changes in legislation being forwarded by the LGA for consideration by Government, under the Sustainable Communities Act."

 (The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.10 pm)

Signed …………………………………………….

Mayor

AI


(Council No. 11)

25.2.10


