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2.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
2.1
Kettering Borough lies within the Milton Keynes and South Midlands (MKSM) growth area and is expected to facilitate growth of some 13,200 homes by 2021.
2.2
Members have made their priorities for infrastructure and jobs-led growth clear – these are the prerequisites of growth. Members have indicated they wish to use the growth agenda to leverage three key and interrelated ambitions for the borough; namely:-

· A better offer for our town centres
· A better education and training offer 
· A better employment offer – high grade, higher density jobs

2.3 The mutually supportive role of these three aspirations cannot be over-stated. The town centre and the skills base will be persuasive to inward investors. Similarly, high grade employment supports a vibrant town centre.
2.4 The Council’s vision is to create town centres that are:
· Characterful
· Distinctive, and
· Fun 

These three key words – enshrined in the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan - will help to ensure that the town centre is more than just a place to shop. It will have an experiential offer that encourages visitors to spend time in, and enjoy, our town centre.
3. SUITE 16 UPDATE

Market Place Buildings

3.1 Work on the Market Place Restaurants commenced on the 15th April, with the erection of the site hoardings and palisade fencing. Sisk’s site office and compound was then established on the 19th April, as underpinning works to the boundary wall commenced. Demolition of the existing building will start in mid-May alongside the archaeological works across the site. 
3.2 The works will complete in Spring 2011.

3.3
Sisk’s use of a section of the Council’s lower car park for their site offices has been designed to minimise the amount of space they would take up around the Market Place. Sisk will reimburse the Council for the cost of those parking spaces so that no car parking income is lost for the duration of the construction. 

3.4
At the last meeting of the Executive it was reported that we would use a communications plan to engage as many people as possible in this exciting new development. The plan will embrace five specific media: 
· Hoardings around the site,

· Local Press and radio, 
· The Council’s publication to residents of the Borough: Voice, 
· Our own Website
· Direct Communication with businesses and residents in the vicinity of the development 
3.5 The communications plan will focus on 10 key milestones in the construction of the new restaurants and apartments. These milestones will allow those interested to track the development and get a first glimpse of the building as it rises from the ground.





Public Realm Phase 2/3

3.6
The next phase of public realm works will bring better connectivity between the southern end of the town (including the recently refurbished Market Place) and the High Street and Yards Area. It will allow safer browsing of shops, encourage more outdoor activities in the Market Place and generally enhance the whole of this area with reduced vehicular traffic and bus movements.  

3.7
The design for works to Horsemarket, Market Street, Sheep Street and the Parish Church Forecourt was approved by Executive on 17th February 2010. The approved scheme has been developed in partnership with Northamptonshire County Council (as the Local Highways Authority) and included a number of design changes resulting from the consultation process with residents and businesses.

3.8
The design changes included addressing Economic issues:
· Provision of increased parking along Sheep Street and seeking to extend the stay past 30 minutes for some of these bays.

· A programme of events on the Market Place to attract more footfall to the area

· The idea of running some form of ‘fun’ or ‘eco’ transport system between key attractions in the town; starting at the Market Place

· The development of the Market Place Restaurants which will attract more people to the area.

and looking again at concerns about access to buses:

· For the majority of residents in Kettering the proposed relocation of bus stops actually represents an increase in the quality of service provided by Stagecoach, as more direct routes along London Road (avoiding the diversion of Market Street and Sheep Street) will result in shorter and more journeys.

· We will look to enhance existing bus routes from the west of the town to the Sheep Street Area. This will include new bus stops at the top of Station Road/Northampton Road (at the junction with Sheep Street). This approach will essentially provide a ‘hop-on, hop-off service’ from the Sheep Street area to Horsemarket and the north of town.
· The plans for the station interchange will continue to be pursued, with associated stops at the top of Station Road.
3.9
Details of the tender process and tender returns are reported in item number 12. 
4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
4.1
Work on the next phase of the Public Realm is supported by the emerging Transport Strategy for growth which has already been considered by the Planning Policy Committee. The Transport Strategy for Growth is an integral part of the Area Action Plan for Kettering Town Centre.
5.
USE OF RESOURCES
5.1
The next phase of the public Realm works, Market Place Restaurants and frontage scheme have significant levels of external bid funding already secured.


1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





To inform members of progress to date on Suite 16.





6.	RECOMMENDATION





	That the Executive Committee 





support the continued investment in, and delivery of, town centre projects through the Suite 16.











