BOROUGH OF KETTERING

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 25th January 2010

Present:
Julie Miller (Independent Member) (Chair)


Brian Christie (Independent Member)


Phil Carter (Independent Member)


Lloyd Landry (Independent Member)


Stuart Kilpatrick (Independent Member)


Geoff Durwood (Town Council Member)


Councillor Christopher Groome


Councillor Margaret Talbot


Councillor Paul Corazzo

Also Present:
Sue Lyons (Monitoring Officer)


Anne Ireson (Committee Administrator)

09.STA.20
RESIGNATION OF PARISH COUNCIL MEMBER OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE


The Monitoring Officer announced that she had received a formal letter of resignation from Heather Shuttleworth.


It was noted that nominations for a new parish council member would be sought as soon as possible.

09.STA.21
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 26th October 2009 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

09.STA.22
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.

09.STA.23
DISPENSATIONS (A1)


A report was submitted which considered the establishment of a sub-committee to deal with applications for dispensations and which sought approval for the criteria and application form for the granting of dispensations.


It was noted that an explanatory note would be added to the application form advising that individual requests must be submitted by each member who wished to seek a dispensation.


Debate ensued on the nature of prejudicial interests, situations where a town or parish council might seek a dispensation and time limits on dispensations.  Members also discussed the nature of Village Hall Management Committees and appointments to such bodies by town or parish councils.  It was noted that a town or parish representative on such a body would generally not be precluded from speaking or voting if they had been appointed as a representative of the town or parish council unless the matter under discussion was financial in nature.  It would not be reasonable to grant a dispensation to one or two parish councillors only, in order to ensure a quorum.

The Monitoring Officer indicated that she would be happy to advise town and parish councils on specific cases and scenarios.


It was noted that it was not intended to appoint specific members to a Sub-Committee to consider dispensations.  The composition of sub-committees would depend on availability of members at the time the sub-committee was required.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the criteria for granting dispensations and the application form attached to the report (as amended) be adopted; and


(ii)
a Sub-Committee be formed to consider requests for dispensations as set out in paragraphs 2.9 and 2.10 of the report.

NB: It was agreed that the Standards for England Guidance be circulated to all members for information.
09.STA.24
DINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL – REQUEST FOR DISPENSATION (A2)


A report was submitted which sought approval to grant a dispensation to members of Dingley Parish Council for a dispensation, following the submission of a request signed by three members of the Parish Council for a dispensation to allow them to speak and vote on matters relating to the Village Hall.


The circumstances of the request were discussed, and it was recommended that, once granted, parish councils should be asked to report annually on the use of the dispensation.

RESOLVED
that the request for dispensation by Councillors Tony Lucas, Mrs Jean Strutt and Jolyon Ingham to enable them to speak and vote on issues relating to the Village Hall be granted from 25th January to the date of the next Parish Council elections in 2011.

09.STA.25
STANDARDS BOARD BULLETIN NO. 46 (A3)


The above bulletin was submitted for information.

09.STA.26
ASSESSMENT MADE CLEAR (DVD) (A4)


Members of the Committee watched the Standards for England DVD 'Assessment Made Clear'.


Discussion ensued, in which the following comments were made:-

· Adoption of a Code of Conduct by town/parish councils – if not adopted the standard model was imposed upon the council

· The composition of an Assessment Committee

· Time limits on complaints and the need to investigate. (It was noted there were no time limits on submitting a complaint.)

· The nature of new information and what constituted a new complaint

· Informal solutions and other action

· Reviews carried out by a joint review body.

· The complex nature of potential interests, particularly in relation to Planning

· Mentoring and training for councillors

Members of the Committee felt it would be useful to have access to Standards Training in their own homes.  It was noted that most of the training materials were available on the Standards for England website.

AGREED

that copies of the slides contained in the DVD be supplied to all members of the Committee.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.35 pm)

Signed…………………………………………..

Chair

AI







Standards No. 1
25.1.10


