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2. INFORMATION
2.1 The Northamptonshire Climate Change Strategy (Appendix A) has been developed in partnership between all local authorities and other LAA partners to help meet the LAA outcomes and target.  These include the following National Indicators:

· NI 185 (% CO2 emissions from Local Authority operations)

· NI 186 (per capita CO2 emissions)
· NI 188 (Planning to adapt to climate change) and; 
· NI 197 (improved biodiversity)
2.2 The strategy has been prepared through the Northamptonshire Climate Change Officers’ Group (NCCOG) of which Kettering Borough Council is represented.

2.3 Kettering, along with the other Northamptonshire Local Authorities signed the Nottingham Declaration in October 2006.
2.4 Kettering Borough Council achieved Level 2 in its planning for climate change and is working towards Level 3.
2.5 The Sustainable Community Strategy for Kettering Borough has Strategic Objectives and Outcomes related to Climate Change, which work towards the above National Indicators.
3. CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
3.1 The draft Strategy is a stakeholder document for LAA partners engaged in addressing climate change rather than a public document and as such has in effect undergone a period of consultation with stakeholders only.  A further period of stakeholder consultation is open until 26 March 2010. 
4. KETTERING’S ACHIEVEMENTS
4.1 Kettering has already implemented a number of local initiatives to address concerns over Climate Change.  These include:

· being identified by the UN to take part in a global consultation event during the Copenhagen Climate Change Conference in December 2009

· the focus on Kettering by Channel 4 News to discuss climate change

· the implementation of smart meters in partnership with E-On with 500 households taking part in the pilot.  During the pilot 26% of households on the pilot have reduced their energy use by between 5 and 10% and 34% of households have reduced their use by over 10%, thus also earning themselves either £50 or £100 off their Council Tax.
· The implementation of the Greener Borough Service in partnership with Groundwork North Northamptonshire

· 47% of household waste recycled (top quartile) (2008/09)
· The Burton Wold Community Fund

· A number of housing developments led by the Council have been designed to meet  sustainable homes standards (Peaselands, Desborough and Whiteford Drive, Kettering).  In addition, Velux have announced their intention to build carbon neutral houses in Rothwell as part of a European pilot scheme.
· A series of grants for home owners to implement energy saving measures (Chill Out, Warm Front)

· Reducing the energy consumption in its main offices

5. IMPLICATIONS FOR KETTERING BOROUGH COUNCIL
5.1 As well as the achievements above and current work against the National Indicators, Kettering Borough Council, as a key partner of the Local Area Agreement, will need to continue providing innovative solutions and opportunities to respond to climate change. Proposals in the Strategy which may have implications for Kettering Borough Council include:
· Supporting countywide / national campaigns (such as Act on C02, "switch it off")
· Ensuring the Third Sector is supported (by the Local Infrastructure Organisation) to address Climate Change.
· Displaying Energy Certificates to further promote action to reduce emissions
· Possible extension of the smart meter scheme (subject to government legislation)
· Improving access to services and facilities by public transport, walking and cycling  (LAA NI 175  and NI 177)
· Promoting the use of biofuels
· Investing a proportion of Section 106 funds in to Climate Change outcomes
· Promoting the benefits of lifestyles changes such as reducing car use and increasing walking or cycling
· Assessing the risk and impact of climate change to Kettering and public services
· The carbon reduction commitment is due to be introduced in the next few years and will mean a significant costs to organisations that fail to reduce their emissions.
· Preparing, in partnership with others, a Flood Plan for the Borough
6.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS

6.1
The strategy does not require the Council to change its policy position on promoting energy efficiency and sustainable development.

7.
FINANCE/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

7.1
Few of the proposals in the strategy require additional net expenditure or officer time above what is already underway: a greater number of the proposals should generate savings over time.

8.
CONSULTATION

8.1
The Kettering Local Strategic Partnership recently approved the thrust of the strategy.

8.2
Officers of the Borough Council have been engaged in the preparation and content of the strategy.
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PURPOSE OF REPORT





To inform Members of the consultation draft  of the Northamptonshire Climate Change Strategy  2010 – 2014





To highlight Kettering’s current achievements





To highlight potential implications for Kettering Borough Council








RECOMMENDATION





that the Committee:-





(i)	receive and adopt the draft Climate Change Strategy for Northamptonshire;





(ii)	notes Kettering’s current successes in responding to climate change; and





(iii)	notes the potential implications that the Climate Change Strategy may have on the design and delivery of services by the Borough Council.












