
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 13th January 2010

Present:
Councillor Hakewill(Chair)


Councillors Dearing, Bullock, Malin, Roberts and Smith-Haynes

Also Present:
Councillors Bishop, C Groome and Tebbutt

09.EX.11
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Brown and Pote.

09.EX.12
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.

09.EX.13
FORWARD PLAN AND WORK PROGRAMME


It was noted that, in order to save paper, the monthly Forward Plan and Work Programme would in future be e-mailed to members of the Committee prior to publication, with any comments being received by Democratic Services or brought up at the Executive Committee meeting.

09.EX.14
DELIVERING TOWN CENTRES – REGENERATION AND SUITE 16


A report was submitted which updated members on progress with the delivery of the Borough's town centres, through Regeneration Projects and the Suite 16 Programme.  The report also sought approval for the introduction of a Town Centre Management Plan to support existing businesses and encourage new businesses into the town centres.


Members of the Executive received a presentation outlining the highlights and achievements during 2009 and also contained new colour images of the Market Place Restaurants.


The Committee was advised that the three overarching ambitions for the Borough, as outlined in the report, were being successfully met through regeneration and Suite 16 projects. An update was  given on inward investment in the Borough, investment in education through two new academies in Kettering and public investment in Chesham House and the Market Place.

It was also noted that the lease had now been signed for the former Burton Latimer Medical Centre, which would significantly enhance community facilities in Burton Latimer. 

During discussion on achievements to date, members noted that the level of empty shops in Kettering town centre had remained consistently 3% below the national average. In addition to the Council’s priorities and ambitions for infrastructure and jobs-led growth, this had been a significant factor in attracting new businesses into the town.  Members commended work currently being undertaken in partnership with new and existing businesses and other agencies, particularly in connection with environmentally focused initiatives such as the Velux 20-20 homes, smart meters and new build standards 

It was reported that, since the last meeting, the former Kettering Cars site had been acquired by the Council using Northamptonshire County Council funding.  This represented an important step forward in town centre traffic system improvements as part of the Transport Strategy.


It was noted that the Town Centre Shop in Kettering would be open at various times during the period 26th January to 13th February.  Public comments on the progress of regeneration and Suite 16 projects would be welcomed during this time, as well as views on future plans for town centres.


In view of the recent cold weather, discussion was held on winter gritting arrangements, as it was felt this could potentially affect businesses in town centres.


RESOLVED
that:


(i)
continued progress on the delivery of our town centres through regeneration projects and the Suite 16 programme be endorsed; 


(ii)
the development of a Management Plan for town centres, based on the principles outlined in the report, be endorsed; and


(iii)
the  Research and Development Committee be requested to look into the current position in relation to gritting in Kettering Borough.
09.EX.15
INITIAL BUDGET PROPOSALS FOR GENERAL FUND, HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT AND CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2010/11


A report was submitted which outlined the draft budget figures for the Council's three main accounts for 2010/11 and which sought to commence the formal budget consultation process.


A Budget Overview presentation was given by the Head of Finance, which included an explanation of how the Council Tax income was split between the County Council, the Borough Council and the Police, the impact of the recession, efficiency savings and financial models.  The Council's strong financial platform was acknowledged.  However it was noted that a further £1m of savings would be required for 2011/12 in addition to savings for 2010/11 outlined in the report.


The Budget timescale and opportunities for public consultation were outlined, including the opening of the town centre shop at various times during the period 26th January to 13th February.  It was noted that the Budget Consultation meeting would take place at 7.00 pm on Thursday, 21st January at the Municipal Offices.


The Leader of the Council outlined the key points of the budget, emphasising the Council's sound medium term financial strategy and the modelling for recovery guiding principles. The Council's strong financial position, in comparison with other districts and boroughs in the County, was noted.  Efficiency savings of £480k achieved in the current financial year were commended. 


Discussion was held on the high level of external funding attracted in previous years, in particular the Housing Planning Delivery Grant. Increases in income achieved as a result of ministerial lobbying, for example search fees and a new fee-charging structure for planning applications, were welcomed.


Key budget issues and major business risks relating to the General Fund were debated in detail, notably concessionary travel and homelessness, as well as a fall in income as a result of the recession. Members expressed particular concern over the increasing level of negative subsidy taken by the Government from the Housing Revenue Account, which meant that for every £1 of rent increase paid by the Borough's tenants a further £1.12 would be paid to the Government. Additionally, 75% of income generated from the sale of Council houses has to be paid to the Government.


In concluding the debate, members thanked officers for their clear presentation of the report and commended the draft budget for consultation, prior to a final decision being taken at Full Council on 25th February 2010.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the Budget Consultation period be revised to 13th January 2010 to 25th February 2010; and


(ii)
the draft budget for 2010/11 (as contained in the Budget booklet) be referred to Scrutiny for comment in accordance with the Council's constitution.

(The meeting started at 7:00pm and ended at 8:20pm)

Signed​: …………………………………………………….

(Chair)

Executive Committee No. 

13.1.10


