
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 9th December 2009

Present:
Councillor Hakewill(Chair)


Councillors Brown, Bullock, Malin, Pote, Roberts and Smith-Haynes
Also Present:
Councillors Tebbutt, West and Zanger

09.EX.01
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Dearing.

09.EX.02
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillor Mary Malin declared a personal interest as the spouse of a Desborough Town Councillor in respect of item 09.EX.10
09.EX.03
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES ACT – REFERRAL FROM RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

A report was submitted which brought to the Committee's attention the referral from the Research and Development Committee in respect of the Sustainable Communities Act and which updated members on work carried out to date.
It was noted that since the debate at the Research and Development Committee, significant progress had been made in the following areas:-

· On Street and yellow line parking enforcement 
· Agreement by  the County Council to delegate enforcement of On Street white line traffic orders (principally residents' parking schemes) to the Borough Council 
· A residents' parking scheme in the hospital zone to come into force in the Spring of 2010

· Preliminary discussions on delegation of some highway functions to district councils.

Members welcomed the progress that had been made.

RESOLVED
that the recommendation from the Research and Development Committee be noted and the progress made in satisfying its objectives be welcomed and reported back to the Committee.
09.EX.04
FORWARD PLAN AND WORK PROGRAMME
RESOLVED
that the draft Forward Plan and Work Programme for the period 18th December 2009 to 30th April 2010 be noted.
09.EX.05
DELIVERING TOWN CENTRES – REGENERATION AND SUITE 16

A report was submitted which updated members on progress with the delivery of the Borough's town centres, through Regeneration Projects and the Suite 16 Programme, and which sought to commence consultation on the next phase of public realm works to Sheep Street, Market Place, Market Street and the Parish Church forecourt in Kettering.


Members of the Executive received a presentation on the next phase of regeneration work in Kettering, and it was noted that the Market Place had received awards for work already carried out. 


During debate members congratulated officers on the work carried out to date and welcomed the external recognition the projects were attracting.


RESOLVED
that:

(i)
continued progress on the delivery of our town centres through regeneration projects and the Suite 16 programme be endorsed; and


(ii)
the start of consultation on the proposed next phase of Public Realm Works to Sheep Street, Market Place, Market Street and the Parish Church Forecourt be approved.
09.EX.06
BUDGET UPDATE FOR 2009/10 AND FUTURE YEARS' PROJECTIONS


A report was submitted which provided an update on the current year's budget position for revenue and capital and which provided additional information about future years' budget projections in the lead up to the detailed budget report which will be reported to the January Committee.


Councillor Jonathan West addressed the Committee, expressing particular support for the additional budget identified for adaptations for disabled people.

During debate, members of the Executive welcomed the increase in the budget for disabled facilities.  Members also commended officers on the highly motivated workforce that was committed to delivering efficiencies.  It was noted that the budget continued to be driven by the Council's priorities and ambitions.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the current budget projections be noted;

(ii)
the updated Capital Programme for 2009/10 be approved; and


(iii)
the formal budget consultation period run from 13th January 2010 until 1st March 2010.

09.EX.07
PARTNERSHIP WORKING


A report was submitted which set out the Council's future approach to partnership working.


Councillor Jonathan West addressed the Committee and stated that whilst, welcoming the Council's approach to improving efficiency and making savings for residents of the Borough, he urged caution in developing partnerships of scale with other local authorities.

In discussion, it was noted that the Council had received external recognition for its partnerships of both scope and scale and the existing strategy for working in partnership with others remained strong. Any such partnerships of scale, such as that being explored with Daventry District Council, would be properly risk assessed, for example against financial, economic, business continuity and legal issues.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the current priority of developing partnerships of scope with county wide and national service providers and with voluntary and community sector organisations, including the Suite 16 proposals for shared back and front offices for all locality services be reaffirmed;


(ii)
the Council continue to exploit opportunities that may arise for shared service delivery or design with other organisations on an organic basis;


(iii)
the County Council's consideration of devolving functions to boroughs be welcomed and explored with the County Council for the opportunities they present for partnership working in this area; and


(iv)
the possibility be explored of developing a partnership of scale with Daventry District Council when it can be done in such a way that does not prejudice our current trajectory. 

09.EX.08
ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY


A report was submitted which sought the Committee's approval to acquire land within the town centre as an when required for the purpose of highway improvements, as set out in the Kettering Town Centre Transport Strategy for Growth, and subject to the availability of County Council funds and agreement, to deliver such highway improvements
RESOLVED
that the Head of Democratic and Legal Services be authorised to purchase land, with the agreement of the County Council, as identified in the Kettering Town Centre Transport Strategy for Growth, for road improvements provided that all necessary costs associated with acquisition are agreed and borne by the County Council.

09.EX.09
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 (AS AMENDED)

RESOLVED
that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting grounds that it involved items of business which included the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by paragraphs 1-7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Local Government Act 1972 (as amended)

09.EX.10
MAXIMISING ASSET VALUES


A report was submitted which requested delegated authority to negotiate and/or begin any appropriate legal actions to instigate the removal of restrictive covenants on Council-owned sites.


It was noted that there would be a number of Council-owned sites that would need to be developed promptly in order to help realise the Council's regeneration priorities. 
RESOLVED
that authority be given to the Head of Democratic and Legal Services to negotiate and/or begin any appropriate legal actions to instigate the removal of restrictive covenants on Council-owned sites (as deemed appropriate).
.
(The meeting started at 7:00pm and ended at 8:25pm)

Signed​_________________________________

(Chair)

Executive Committee No. 

9.12.09


