










Appendix A
SUMMARY OF MAIN COMMENTS MADE ON THE DRAFT BUDGET PROPOSALS

BUDGET CONSULTATION MEETING – 21st JANUARY 2010
1. Revenue Budgets
	Item / Issue
	Summary of Response Given

	Additional Comments

	A Council Tax increase of 4.75% suggests central government will cap the Council due to excessive increase. 
	Central Government have said increases to be substantially below 5% and have suggested 3%. 4.75% increase is based on the Council’s Medium Term Financial Strategy and this forms part of the consultation process.
	In the past capping has been based using two principles, a maximum increase for both (i) council tax and (ii) budget requirement. Both these principles need to be exceeded for authorities to be capped. Where in the past authorities have been capped it has resulted in either the authority having to re-bill or being capped in future years (i.e. given a maximum increase for subsequent year(s)). Any costs associated with re-billing would be the responsibility of the authority that has been capped.



	Is the Sunflower Centre to receive the same level of grant in 2010/11 as they received in the current financial year?
	Grants to the voluntary sector remain unchanged.
	Grants have been awarded to the voluntary sector for a four year period covering 2009 – 2013.

	How is the Council utilising LABGI funding?

	The Council’s Executive Committee have previously agreed all LABGI funding be earmarked for economic development, in particular the Suite 16 projects.
	The Local Authority Business Growth Incentives scheme (LABGI) is designed

to give local authorities an incentive to encourage local economic and business

growth.


2. Capital Programme Schemes

	Item / Issue
	Summary of Response


	Should the Council only incur expenditure when it receives Section 106 developer contributions? 

(Broughton Parish Council)
	The Council’s capital programme is indicative if external contributions are not received expenditure maybe deferred.


RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE – 26th JANUARY 2010
· The possibility of the Government capping the Council Tax rise should be borne in mind        when formulating a figure.
· Members noted that there was a particular degree of uncertainty with regard to the level of financial settlements beyond the next year that made it difficult to predict where efficiencies would need to be identified, particularly in light of the anticipated comprehensive spending review by central government.
· Members should be aware of all responses from the public to the Council’s budget consultation process prior to making a final decision on the matter.
.
· Members had not yet received details of suggested schemes for efficiencies for years beyond 2010/11. It was noted that it had been agreed to take reports on issues such as this to the Council’s Executive throughout the next Municipal Year.
· The uncertainties regarding Concessionary Fares and the potential impacts on the Council’s budgets were outlined and noted.
MONITORING & AUDIT COMMITTEE – 10th FEBRUARY 2010
· The impact that the recession was having on Development Services, particularly with a view to service provision in Building Control, balancing workloads and the issue of deployment of staff to address need in other areas of activity.

· Due consideration should be given to the medium term and any Council Tax capping parameters.
· Staff recruitment should be considered on each occasion on its own merits.

· Planning for efficiencies for future years beyond 2010/11 needs to be examined at the earliest opportunity.
· The potential cost of continuing to drive up standards a result of the Comprehensive Area Assessment needs to be considered in the future.
BUDGET CONSULTATION SHOP – 26th JANUARY 2010 – 13th February 2010
The shop attracted a number of visitors between 26th January and 13th February. In general support was received from the majority of those who attended regarding both the budget proposal for 2010/11 and the redevelopment of the Town Centre. Also when the public understood that for less than £2.97 per week they got the whole range of services the consensus was that this represented good value for money.

Specific comments raised at the shop are as follows;

· Standard of service for refuse and recycling is good
· The concessionary travel scheme is an excellent scheme

· The parks in the borough are well maintained.
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