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2.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

2.1
The report included at item 9 of this agenda entitled ‘Delivering Town Centres: Regeneration and Suite 16’ continues to outline that the Council’s vision is to create town centres that are:
· Characterful
· Distinctive, and
· Fun 

2.2
These three key words – enshrined in the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan - will help to ensure that the town centre is more than just a place to shop. It will have an experiential offer that encourages visitors to spend time in, and enjoy, our town centre.

2.3 The completion of Kettering Market Place now gives the Council a better opportunity to deliver this vision and a number of successful events have already taken place since the new Market Place was opened. The regeneration works have started to provide a better opportunity to bring more events to the town centre – this report outlines two further opportunities that exist for Member consideration. 
3. 
TOWN CENTRE CYCLE RACE (THE TOUR SERIES)
Background and the Proposed Event

3.1
The Tour Series is a series of ten town centre cycle races held across the country on Tuesday and Thursday nights in summer. It attracts the ten best domestic cycling teams in Britain. It is organised by an external company who also organise the Tour of Britain and were responsible for the delivery of ‘Le Grand Départ’ of the Tour de France in London in 2007. 
3.2
In its first season in 2009, each cycle race attracted approximately 200,000 television viewers and it was estimated that an average of 10,000 people attended each race. They saw World, Olympic, Commonwealth and British Champions racing on the roads of their home town.
3.2
In 2010 Kettering has an opportunity to be one of the new venues for the series with a closed road course that is centered on the new market place. If the race goes ahead, Kettering will be the only town or city in the East Midlands to host one of the rounds.
3.3
A 1.5 kilometre circuit would go directly through the town centre. It would start and finish at the market place and is likely to head up the High Street on to Gold Street, Silver Street, Dalkeith Place, London Road, Bowling Green Road and finally Sheep Street. 
3.4
Riders would race around the circuit for one hour so would be expected to complete approximately 28 - 30 laps, televised on ITV4. There will also be a big screen in the market place.
3.5
In addition to the race itself, there would also be a wide range of other activities alongside the main cycle race, such as fun races for all to enter, children’s events, health-related activities, running events, come and try cycling events, cycling coaching for all ages and anything else that would get people involved and make the best use of the closed road circuit. The museum could also organise linked events no doubt recalling memories and memorabilia of the town centre cycle races of the eighties.
3.6
The date that the Council has been offered for the race is Thursday 10th June 2010. The race would take place in the evening.
3.7
In 2009 Kettering Borough Council won the National Municipal Journal “More People More Active More Often” Award. Large high profile events such as these would no doubt help to maintain the Council’s position as “the most active borough in North Northamptonshire”.
Use of Resources (cycle race)
3.8
The financial implications of participating in the cycle race are summarised in the following table:
	Fee to External Provider
To include - preparation, venue launch, national event promotion, project management, risk assessments, health and safety, security management, full event management (eg - barriers, signage, structures, logistics, etc…) TV coverage, publicity, race programme, assistance with school, business, retailer and club liaison. (the organiser had stated that the event is not for profit).

	£60,000

	Other Costs
To include - road closures, provision of parking, supporting events, arrange policing, traffic management, road preparations and first aid cover, provide advertising sites, marshals, water supply, etc

	£30,000

	In Kind Contributions

There will be in-kind contributions required from some other public sector partners.


	

	Total Estimated Cost (Cash)
	£90,000


3.9 The Council has been successful in attracting external funding contributions to cover the entire £60,000 fee. Contributions have been promised / confirmed from organisations including Northamptonshire PCT, East Midlands Development Agency and Northamptonshire County Council.
3.10 The Council is actively seeking contributions to cover the £30,000 of other costs. To date, we have had £10,000 pledged from a public sector partner and have been given an indication that the remaining £20,000 is likely to be provided by private sector partners.
3.11 The ‘in kind’ contributions would need to come from Kettering Borough Council and a number of partners.
4.     MARKET PLACE EVENTS (World Cup)

Background

4.1 It had been hoped that the big screen that may be being brought to town as part of the cycle race could remain in place for a couple of days after the race to provide the possibility of screening England’s first match in the World Cup on Saturday June 12th.
4.2 This would have provided the Council with an opportunity to ‘pilot’ such an event at a minimal cost before considering any further events. Although discussions are on-going, this now looks like it is not an option.
4.3 However, given that the idea has previously been raised, it is considered appropriate to outline some options that members may wish to consider should they wish the Council to facilitate the screening of World Cup matches (or other events) on the Market Place.
4.4 If the Council were minded to show one (or a number) of World Cup matches on a big screen in the Market Place, such an event would be aimed at families. A system of pre-registration for tickets would be required. Alcohol would not be sold or permitted at the event.
4.5 If an event were to take place to screen England’s opening game of the tournament, this would take place on Saturday 12th June. To complement the event and to make it more attractive for a family audience, ideally the Council could offer family entertainment and events such as football skills coaching on the market place during the day prior to the screening. England’s other Group Stage matches are on Friday 18th June at 8:30pm and Wednesday 23rd June at 4.00 pm. 
4.6 Clearly, close working with the Police and other partners would be essential for any event to be a success. The Market Square has a public entertainment license – this would need to be extended for evening matches that finish later than 9pm.
Use of Resources (World Cup Screening)
4.7 The estimated cost to the Council of screening one or more matches is;
	Screening One Match (as a pilot)
England’s opening match at 8:30pm on Saturday

12 June, 2010


	£12,000

	Screening all England’s Group Matches 
Comprising 3 games 


	£22,000


3.19
The estimated costs cover the hiring of a screen and all other associated activities and costs.
5. CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
5.1 Town Centre businesses, retailers and residents will need to be consulted and regularly informed, particularly those on the cycle race circuit and the market place.
5.2 Other partners in the event will need to be fully involved in the planning phases, such as the Fire Service, Police, Ambulance Service and Northamptonshire County Council
6. POLICY IMPLICATIONS

6.1
An Equality Impact Assessment will be completed on the final plans for the events 
6.2 Kettering Borough Council’s Economic Development Strategy states that the Authority should undertake active promotion amongst (national) retailers and market the Borough as a place in which to invest.

6.3 Kettering Borough Council’s Sustainable Community Strategy states the need to create a vibrant heart for Kettering; a place that is characterful, distinctive and fun. It also states that we want to enable access to good quality leisure opportunities and need to create a high quality open space in Kettering Market Place.
6.4 The report at item 9 on this agenda, discusses the forthcoming public realm works. Although the works are currently planned to commence in July 2010, it is possible that their timescale could be brought forward – if this is the case then an assessment will need to made about the feasibility of either the cycle race or a market place event taking place during that time.
Options
6.5
Members are asked to consider whether the cycle race should take place in Kettering Town Centre on Thursday June 10th 2010. 

6.6
Members are asked to consider whether the Council should organise a big screen facility to show one or more World Cup matches in the market place as family events. If a decision to go ahead is given, a funding source will also need to be identified to meet the costs of the event(s).

1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





To inform and seek members' views on the following;





Kettering hosting a cycle race in the town centre in June 2010;





The possibility of screening some World Cup football matches on Kettering Market Place 











RECOMMENDATIONS





The Executive Committee is recommended to:





Support the Tour Series Cycle Race taking place in Kettering Town Centre in June 2010, subject to;





Confirmation of funding contributions from partners to cover the estimated  external costs of the event, and


Confirmation that the timing of the event does not clash with the planned public realm works.





Consider whether it wishes to screen one or more of England’s World Cup matches on the Market Place.














Welcome the Tour Series to Kettering this year and give their views on the event


Consider the options surrounding the screening of England’s involvement in the football world cup








