
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

A6 TOWNS FORUM

4th November  2009

Present:
Councillor Mike Barrs (Chair)

Councillor Christopher Groome (KBC/NCC/BLTC)

Councillor Mike Tebbutt (KBC and Desborough TC) 

Councillor Derek Zanger (KBC)

Councillor June Derbyshire (KBC and Desborough TC)


Councillor Alan Pote (KBC/NCC/RTC)

Councillor Alan Mills (Rothwell TC)

Councillor David Jones (Rothwell TC)



Councillor Sir David Gunn (Burotn Latimer TC)


Councillor Maureen Jerram (Burton Latimer TC)

Councillor Doreen Bindley (Desborough TC)


Councillor Belinda Humfrey (NCC)


Councillor J Smith (Burton Latimer TC) 

Also Present:
Sgt Wayne Preece (Northants Police) 

Martin Hammond (Kettering Borough Council)



Simon Richardson (Kettering Borough Council)


Diane Fenton (NHS)


Rachel Paling (Committee Administrator - KBC)

09.A6TF.34
  APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Cllr David Soans and Cllr Mike Barrs took the Chair.


Apologies were also received from Councillors Margaret Talbot, Ruth Groome, Cedwien Brown, Christopher Lamb, Russell Roberts, David Watson, Eleanor Patrick.
09.A6TF.35
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 9th September 2009 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

09.A6TF.36
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

09.A6TF.25


It was reported that a cycle path would go on the Rothwell side of the river as there were walkways on the Desborough side.  County Council money had been used towards gates for access for prams and bikes.

The Environment Agency was to spend £50,000 implementing meanders on the site.

09.A6TF.37
MEMBERS OF PUBLIC PRESENT WHO REQUEST RIGHT TO SPEAK

None
09.A6TF.38
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None

09.A6TF.39
HEALTH SERVICE UPDATE- Dentist & Optometry
Diane Fenton, Head of Dentist & Optometry for Northamptonshire thanked the Forum for the invitation to the meeting.
It was reported that the NHS were working hard to meet a government pledge. The pledge was to ensure that everyone had access to a NHS dentist.  A public consultation had been held and the main issues raised from this were that dentists were too expensive, the lack of availability of NHS spaces and members of the public were too scared.
A service centre practice was to be opened in Kettering from 1st October 2009.  It would be open between 8am and 8pm for 365 days of the year.  The location would be at Prospect House, Lower Street and it would accept permanent patients or emergencies on a NHS basis.
The dental practice in Mawsley was expanding and offering introductory visits for people who did not like going to the dentist to educate and encourage people to go.  A hypnotherapist was also available.

A pilot scheme was due to start in two months to allow care homes access to services.
Services were also going to be provided in schools in deprived areas to give the children an opportunity to have their teeth checked.  A fluoride varnish would be distributed.
The NHS were keen to know what the public wanted from Dentistry.

It was noted that there was no dental provision in Rothwell and that the town was not on the priority list to receive any. This meant that residents have to travel to Desborough, Mawsley or Kettering.  
Diane Fenton reported that there was an orthodontist that worked between Rothwell and Desborough.  It would not be possible at present for Rothwell to have a practice, as 50% of patients would be NHS which would not make it a viable business.
Cllr Christopher Groome declared a personal interest as a user of  the Mawsley dental practice before speaking on Item 09.A6TF.39.
Concerns were raised that the populations of the other A6 towns and surrounding villages were far higher than that of Mawsley and therefore would benefit everyone by having a practice to meet the needs of those residents.  It was noted that due to recent planning applications, hundreds of new homes were due to be built in Barton Seagrave and Burton Latimer which will create an even larger demand.
Diane Fenton offered to look into the figures and plans and forward the findings in January 2010.

Cllr Mike Tebbutt declared a personal interest as a user of the Market Harborough dental practice before speaking on Item 09.A6TF.39. It was reported that the Market Harborough practice had changed from a NHS practice to a private one. It was noted that there were no NHS places available at the Desborough dental surgery.  Diane Fenton responded that places should be available and would look into this situation and report back.
It was noted that the payment method to practices is by contract with the NHS and not by the number of treatments performed.

09.A6TF.40
POLICE STATISTICS AND COMMUNITY SAFETY
                          Sgt Wayne Preece was welcomed to his first meeting. 

Barton Seagrave had seen an increase in Criminal Damage but Burglary Dwelling was down.  Anti-Social Behaviour was a concern in Grosvenor Way and Gray’s Field.  A meeting with the Police and Barton Seagrave Parish Council had decided to move the street furniture to deter people hanging around.  Parking outside the school was a problem, however, action was being taken imminently and the school were sending out letters to parents to name and shame.  4 Burglaries and 6 Thefts from Motor Vehicles had been reported in the last month.

Burton Latimer - Burglary Dwelling figures had increased by 25%, however the police were confident of who was involved and were trying to address the problem as it was drug related.

Desborough had seen an increase in Drug Offences but this was down to one crime.  New residents had been caught with stolen goods but could not be prosecuted.

Rothwell – a drug house had been found due to local intelligence which had been a good result.

It was noted that all towns were showing a high proportion of Rowdy or Inconsiderate Behaviour in the Anti-Social Behaviour figures.  A clearer definition of what behaviour is classed under this section was to be researched.

It was noted that an ‘operation’ had been in place over Halloween and would continue on Bonfire night.  The police had 14 different events to cover in November.  An increase in crime was expected in the run up to Christmas and local shops were to adopt a Single Point of Contact.  

A week of action targeting under-age drinking was to take place in December, where alcohol would be taken off children.

Concerns from Councillors were raised in relation to a recent gathering of 120 young people in Belvoir Drive, Barton Seagrave and that the public perception considered this to be very threatening to residents and businesses. Sgt Preece reported that where the young people did not cause any trouble, the Police could not intervene. It was suggested that Youth Outreach Workers could be tasked to focus on this gathering point, and that a small CCTv unit could be offered to the shop most affected, if that would assist. 

Discussions were held regarding facilities for young people locally and also for parents to encourage children to find things to do.  It was noted that adults should bear in mind that not all groups of children are threatening and that when spoken to are normally respectful.
09.A6TF.41
ROUNDABOUT SPONSORSHIP

A paper was circulated by Simon Richardson to inform Members of the Forum of progress being made in preparing a Roundabout Sponsorship Guidance Note.
The emphasis was upon seeking means for improving the appearance of those roundabouts of poor quality.  Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) was responsible for the maintenance of the adopted highway, included with this was the maintenance of roundabouts.  
Keegan Ford maintain the roundabouts at no cost to the NCC, thereby providing a significant saving to the public purse.  For maintaining the roundabouts, Keegan Ford sell advertising in the form of a number of small signs.  Only those roundabouts carrying advertisements are maintained by the company.


Guidance for assessing applications for advertisement consent comes through Advertisement Consent Regulations and Planning Policy Guidance Note 19; Outdoor Advertisement Control.  Kettering Borough Council interpreted this guidance to mean that advertisements on traffic roundabouts do require planning permission.

It was noted that the black/white signs around roundabouts needed cleaning.


It was also noted that the Rothwell roundabout application had been refused for ‘cluttered appearance’.  If the Highways agreed to landscaping and were happy with the safety element then that would help take away the ‘clutter’ aspect.

The County would want to be in a position where all roundabouts were sponsored so as not to pay for any maintenance.


It was noted that the Magnetic Park access roundabout in Desborough had not been adopted by the Council which is why it had not been maintained.
09.A6TF.42
WARDEN ACTIVITY REPORT

The details of the report were noted by members.
09.A6TF.43
TOWN CENTRE UPDATES

There was nobody present to report on this item. 

09.A6TF.44
NEWSROUND


Desborough 


Bulbs had been received from the Council for planting.

Burton Latimer


The Christmas lights were to be switched on 27th November. Bulbs had been received from the Council for planting.


There was to be a new Monday market and it was noted that the Farmers market had been going from strength to strength.


CCTv had now been attended to in Piggot’s Lane.


Rothwell

Rothwell Gala night was to be held on December 4th.
09.A6TF.45
RURAL FORUM FEEDBACK

The Rural Forum representative was not present at the meeting.

09.A6TF.46
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS

· General Practice & Pharmacy
· Lorry Park update in A6 Towns 
· Update on roundabouts
· Gulley cleansing, weed clearing, pavements – NCC & May Guerney to come together
09.A6TF.47
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


A request was made for the leaves to be cleared in Church Walk.

It was reported that the new Chief Constable was to give new powers to PCSOs.


The Mayor’s Ball was on 13th November and the Mayor’s Concert was on 27th November.  Everyone was welcomed.

09.A6TF.48
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

3rd February 2010

(The meeting started at 7.10 pm and ended at 8.55 pm)

Signed …………………………………………….

Chair

Rap
A6 Towns Forum No. 

(04.11.09)

