
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Meeting held - 8th July  2009

Present:
Councillor Edwards (Chair)


Councillors Derbyshire, Hollobone, Perry, Talbot, West and Zanger

Also Present:  Councillor Lamb 

09.RD.08
APOLOGIES


There were no apologies for absence.
09.RD.09
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 27th May 2009 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

09.RD.10
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.
09.RD.11
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES ACT - PRESENTATION (A1)


Members of the Committee received a presentation in respect of matters affecting the Council emanating from the Sustainable Communities Act 2007.

The presentation outlined the powers available to Councils in respect of promoting the sustainability of local communities and the processes available to them to achieve that. It was noted that the second and currently final bidding round for schemes to be submitted would end on 31st July 2009, and therefore the Council would be unable to prepare a bid to be submitted in time on this occasion. Members were informed that there was some lobbying in respect of future bidding rounds and members would be kept informed of progress.

Prior to discussion on this matter, members noted the changing situation in respect of local authorities and rent subsidies as a result of a recent Government statement. It was noted that a consultation document would be published by the Department of Communities and Local Government shortly, and reports would be submitted to the Council’s Executive and it’s Tenants Forum in respect of it.

Members noted that the Act, which was a cross-party initiative, provided Local Authorities with the opportunity to address local issues by transferring functions from other public bodies along with appropriate funding to carry out these powers. Members welcomed the opportunity to potentially address certain issues through this process and discussion ensued in respect of the types of powers that could be considered appropriate for a bid to be made for them to be transferred to this Council, and the process for so doing.

Interest was expressed in ways in which the current lack of progress on traffic management and enforcement could be  overcome, either by the transfer of functions from the County Council, or by the creation of generic wardens. Members were advised that to be successful, it was likely that any proposal would have to have wide public and partner support and not be achievable through existing legislation or procedures. 

. 


Consequent to the above, it was
RESOLVED
that the Council’s Executive be requested to consider using the provisions of the Sustainable Communities Act 2007 to prepare a bid for the next round of applications after 31st July 2009 for the transfer of functions from Northamptonshire County Council and the Police with regard to
a) On Street Parking

b) Yellow Line Designation

c) Making of Traffic Management Orders

d) Management/Ownership of Roadside Verges

together with powers for enforcement of all of the above.

09.RD.12
HOMELESSNESS STRATEGY (A2)
A report was submitted which provided members of the Committee with details of progress in delivering key actions identified in the Council’s Homelessness Strategy 2008-12.
In their discussions on this matter, members raised the following issues :

· The process for tenants, in particular the elderly, for moving into smaller properties when their current residence became too large for them

· The number of empty Council properties in the Borough and the turnaround times for void properties (which had shown an improvement over the past two years)

· The provision of services for vulnerable people through the ‘Supporting People’ programme

· Details of the level of support provided to young people and ex-offenders 

RESOLVED  that the contents of the report be noted.
09.RD.13
EDUCATION TASK AND FINISH GROUP - UPDATE (A3)

A report was submitted that advised the committee in respect of progress with the scrutiny of education and life long learning being conducted by the above Group. Councillor Christopher Lamb, the Chair of the Task and Finish Group was present at the meeting and outlined progress and issues that had arisen during their deliberations, in particular the number of young people leaving education who were not properly prepared for the ‘outside world’. Suggestions were made as to organisations that might assist in the Group’s deliberations on this issue.


 It was also noted that there were still some representatives of schools and academies to be met who could contribute to the Group’s findings, so it was hoped to conclude the work as soon as this had been completed. It was intended to submit a detailed interim report to the next meeting of this Committee.


Members made suggestions as to other bodies who could be approached by the Task and Finish Group. 


RESOLVED  that 
the progress being made by the Group is    
                      noted.

09.RD.14
WORK PROGRAMME (A4)

Members were presented with a copy of the Committee’s existing work programme. 

Members noted the current situation with regard to the provision of an HGV and Lorry park.
RESOLVED
that the following item be placed on the agenda for the next meeting:-
· Update with regard to the implementation of the recommendations of the Community Engagement in Planning task and Finish Group.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.20pm)

          Signed ……………………………………..
                                       Chair
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