
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Meeting held – 26th October j2009

Present:
Julie Miller (Independent Member) (Chair)


Brian Christie (Independent Member)


Phil Carter (Independent Member)


Lloyd Landry (Independent Member)


Geoff Durwood (Town Council Member)


Stuart Kilpatrick (Independent Member)

Also Present:
Councillor Jim Hakewill (Leader of the Council)


Councillor Paul Corazzo


Sue Lyons (Monitoring Officer)


Anne Ireson (Committee Administrator)

(Councillors Jim Hakewill and Paul Corazzo were

welcomed to the meeting)
09.STA.13
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillor Heather Shuttleworth (Parish Council Member) and Councillors Talbot and C Groome

09.STA.14
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 6th July 2009 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

09.STA.15
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.

09.STA.16
REVIEW OF GIFTS AND HOSPITALITY REGISTER


A report was submitted which reviewed the Register of Gifts and Hospitality and considered whether it should be published on the Council's website.


It was noted that the Audit Commission had published guidance to local government on what they expected to see when assessing the ethical framework and culture of an authority for its 'Use of Resources' assessment.  The guidance recommended that all members, whether elected or appointed, must declare personal and prejudicial interests including the receipt of gifts and hospitality.

The Standards Committee RECOMMENDED  to Council that:-


(i)
the Register of Gifts and Hospitality be published on the Council's website with the consent of the member concerned, and


(ii)
Part 4 of the Constitution, Gifts and Hospitality Procedure Rules, be amended to permit publication of the Register of Gifts and Hospitality on the website. 

09.STA.17
FEEDBACK ON THE 2009 ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF STANDARDS COMMITTEES


A report was submitted which detailed the main issues arising from the 2009 Annual Assembly of Standards Committees held in Birmingham on 12th and 13th October 2009.


The Chair advised that she had attended Parish Council meetings and some meetings of Committees of Kettering Borough Council.  All members of the Standards Committee were very welcome to attend Council meetings.


Discussion was held on the issues that had arisen out of the Annual Assembly (as listed in the appendix to the report).  It was noted that guidance on how to complain had now been added to the Council's website and a leaflet would be produced, placed in reception areas and distributed to parish councils.  More development work on both the website and Intranet was planned, including links to the Standards for England website.


Further discussion was held on ways that Standards Committee members could become more informed about the work of Councillors.  It was noted that, in particular, attendance at Executive Committees would be welcomed by the Leader of the Council, and opportunities such as shadowing could be considered.


Debate was also held on the following issues:-

· The high cost of investigations and hearings

· Vexatious complaints

· Joint working with other authorities

· Public attendance at meetings and ways this could be improved

· The possibility that Standards for England may be abolished

· The need for a members' handbook to be developed

RESOLVED: that


(i)
the report be noted;


(ii)
areas of good practice be added to the work plan as and when they arise; and


(iii)
a copy of the Council's schedule of meetings be circulated to all members of the Committee.

09.STA.18
THE STANDARDS BOARD BULLETIN



The latest bulletins (Nos. 44 and 45) issued by the Standards Board for England were submitted for members' attention.

RESOLVED

that, in future, bulletins be e-mailed to members and the item be placed on future agendas, including a weblink to the relevant pages.

09.STA.19
ASSESSMENT MADE CLEAR - DVD

RESOLVED
 
that arrangements be made for members of the Standards Committee to viewing the DVD at a later date.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.15 pm)

Signed ....................................................

Chair
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