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2.
INFORMATION
2.1 The Research and Development Committee agreed the following motion, at their meeting on 8th July 2009, after a debate on the Sustainable Communities Act, which enabled authorities to put forward changes in legislation to the government which might be of benefit nationally. At the time of the debate, the Council was considering putting forward some proposals, to fit in with the deadline of 31st July. 

"RESOLVED   
that the Council’s Executive be requested to consider using the provisions of the Sustainable Communities Act 2007 to prepare a bid for the next round of applications after 31st July 2009 for the transfer of functions from Northamptonshire County Council and the Police with regard to

a) On Street Parking

b) Yellow Line Designation

c) Making of Traffic Management Orders

d) Management/Ownership of Roadside Verges

together with powers for enforcement of all of the above"
2.2. Since this debate the following progress has been made on these issues:-

a) A submission was made to the Local Government Association, in July, proposing a change in legislation which would clarify the law and make it much easier  for authorities to establish multi-functional enforcement teams (generic wardens) capable of carrying out parking as well as other enforcement duties, within the decriminalised parking regime. At present, the law for areas with  decriminalised parking is unclear.  

b) Following a long standing agreement with the police, the Borough Council is paying for - and deploying - a  full time traffic warden to patrol streets in the Borough and enforce “yellow line” traffic orders 

c) After discussion with the County Council, their cabinet,  on 10th November 2009, gave approval for the County Council to delegate the enforcement of on street white line traffic orders, (principally residents parking schemes) to the Borough Council. This will enable the two councils to progress with the introduction of new residents' parking schemes and for generic wardens to properly patrol and enforce residents' parking areas. 

d) A traffic order has been drafted and published setting up the first new residents' parking zone for the “hospital zone”, to come into force before spring 2010. 

e) The County Council has also suggested opening discussions with volunteering district councils to examine how some highway functions could be usefully delegated to district councils. These discussions are at the preliminary stage only. 

2.3. The Sustainable Communities Act would not, in all likelihood, be an effective vehicle for a change in the law which transferred functions between local authorities, which can already happen by agreement now. Additionally, it is not known if there is to be a future round of bids under the Act. 

2.4. Nevertheless, there has been much positive partnership work with the County Council and the Police, over the summer, to bring about the measures listed in 2.2. above, and it is felt that these could deliver the improvements that the original motion from Research and Development  Committee sought to secure. 
3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
3.1. 
There has been significant consultation with the public over residents' parking in 2008-9 and the other matters have attracted significant comment from the public and from town and parish councils in recent years. 


4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
4.1.
The Council is committed to working in partnership to deliver service improvements to the people of the Borough. One of the Council’s priorities has been to introduce residents' parking schemes and a further objective is to support the regeneration of the town centre, which would include improving access to on street parking 
5.
USE OF RESOURCES

None arising from this report. 



Background Papers:
Submission under the Sustainable Communities Act 

Resident sparking – correspondence and meeting 

  notes file 



Previous Reports/Minutes:

Title of Document:  R&D reference –enforcement 

Ref:  R&D Ctte 
Date:                       22nd October 2009 

Date: 8th July 2009
Contact Officer:      M Hammond
1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To bring to the Committee's attention the referral from the Research and Development Committee in respect of the Sustainable Communities Act and to update members on work carried out to date.





6.	RECOMMENDATION





	That the recommendation from the Research and Development Committee be noted and the progress made in satisfying its objectives be welcomed. 









