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2.
INFORMATION
2.1
This report is based on the Climate Change Strategy for Northamptonshire 2010-2014 – Draft for Consultation which is being taken to the Northamptonshire Chief Executives Group on 13 January 2010.

2.2
The Sustainable Community Strategy for Kettering Borough has Strategic Objectives and Outcomes related to Climate Change, in particular SCS5 and SCS6 (see Appendix B).  There are also National Indicators which these Strategic Objectives and Outcomes help to achieve National Indicators NI 185 – percentage CO2 reduction from LA operations (reduction in heating and lighting in council buildings, transport operations and street lighting) and NI 186 – Per capita reduction in CO2 emissions in the local authority area (CO2 emissions by district area covering main sources; industry, transport and Domestic) – LAA target indicator.

2.3
The Northamptonshire Sustainable Communities Strategy has as one its priorities ‘A county where an enhanced built and natural environment is protected for future generations, with the supporting outcomes: 
· Reduced contribution to climate change
· Reduced vulnerability to impacts of unfavourable climate change; 
· Improved Biodiversity
2.4
The climate change debate concerns the need to reduce the amount of greenhouse gases eg. carbon dioxide (CO2) which primarily comes from energy consumption, which is having an adverse effect on the earths climate. The impact of climate change for Northamptonshire is that over the next few decades we can expect to have milder wetter winters, warmer drier summers and an increase in extreme weather events such as flooding.
2.5
Latest data shows that in Northamptonshire, roughly around a third of CO2 emissions come from industry, a third from transport and a third from domestic activity (this varies across districts).  Local authorities collectively account for about 1% of total emissions in the county but through their policies and activities are estimated to be able to influence up to 25% of all emissions.
2.6
The Sustainable Community Strategy for Kettering Borough also outcomes related to NI 185 and NI 186:
NI 185 – percentage CO2 reduction from LA operations (reduction in heating and lighting in council buildings, transport operations and street lighting) 
NI 186 – Per capita reduction in CO2 emissions in the local authority area (CO2 emissions by district area covering main sources; industry, transport and Domestic) – LAA target indicator

3.
THE STRATEGY
3.1
To address our LAA outcomes and targets of NI 186 and NI 188, as evidence for CAA Use of Resources, and to help focus partner efforts on reducing carbon emissions in a concerted way – a Climate Change Strategy for Northamptonshire has been developed in partnership between all local authorities and other LAA partners to help meet these challenges.
3.2
This Strategy prepared through the auspices of the Northamptonshire Climate Change Officers Group (NCCOG) – which reports via the LAA EnvironMEANT Group and Regeneration and Growth Board,  sets out the framework for action by members of the Northamptonshire Partnership to:
· Raise awareness of the issues of climate change and its impact on Northamptonshire;

· Reduce greenhouse gas emissions across the county; and

· Plan for and adapt to the inevitable impacts of climate change. 

3.3
The Strategy has been developed over the past few months with all LAA partners making a contribution to its development via NCCOG, the Northamptonshire Housing Energy Efficiency Partnership (NHEEP) and the Northamptonshire Environment Network (NEN).
3.4
It should be noted that this is a stakeholder document for LAA and other partners engaged in addressing climate change rather than a ‘public’ document and as such has in effect undergone a period of consultation. However, it is planned that a further eight weeks be made available for partners to make any final changes and contributions to the document.
3.5
The timeframe of 2010-2014 has been chosen to take into account the remaining LAA Round Two and an anticipated LAA Round Three. However, the important activity over the next few weeks will be to develop an Action Plan for 2010-11 detailing the collaborative actions to be undertaken by the various LAA partners to implement the Strategy.
3.6
It is intended that this Climate Change Action Plan 2010-11will be taken back to the Public Service Board along with the Climate Change Strategy for Northamptonshire 2010-2014 for endorsement in March / April 2010.
3.7
The Strategy and Action Plan can then be taken to each LAA partner’s respective Cabinet or Board for agreement as appropriate

4.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT


The Strategy will be considered for an eight week consultation period following its endorsement at the Chief Executives’ Group.
5.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
5.1
CAAs will include assessment of local strategies related to a new Environmental Component KLOE 3.1 Is the organisation making effective use of natural resources? At a recent assessment the county council achieved Level 2 for KLOE 3.1 for 2008-09. 
5.2
For 2009-10 district and borough councils will be assessed against this new criteria – where auditors will be looking for evidence such as a climate change strategy being in place, carbon management plans, and councils having in place a verified environmental management system. 
6.
USE OF RESOURCES

6.1
As another means of measuring our local authority environmental performance as a major employer, the government has included a new ‘environment’ component within the new CAA Use of Resources; KLOE 3.1 Is the organisation making effective use of natural resources? At a recent assessment the county council achieved Level 2 for KLOE 3.1 for 2008-09.

6.2
For 2009-10 district and borough councils will be assessed against this new criteria – where auditors will be looking for evidence such as a climate change strategy being in place, carbon management plans, and councils having in place a verified environmental management system
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





To inform Members of the Climate Change Strategy for Northamptonshire





6.	RECOMMENDATION





That the LSP Executive Board: 





(a)	Note the draft Climate Change Strategy for Northamptonshire; and 





(b)	Support the consultation on the Strategy














