
APPENDIX 2
Criteria for Granting Dispensations
In determining whether to grant a request for a dispensation regard shall be had to the following:-

1. Is the nature of the Member’s interest is such that to allow them to participate would not damage public confidence in the conduct of the authority’s business.   For instance it is unlikely that a dispensation would be granted to a Member who has a prejudicial interest arising as a result of an effect on their personal financial position or that of a relative or close associate. It would be more likely to be granted where the prejudicial interest arose from the financial effect the decision might have on a public body of which he or she was a Member.
2.
Is the interest is common to the Member and a significant proportion of the general public?  If this is the case, a dispensation is more likely to be granted.
3.
Is the participation of the Member in the business that the interest relates to justified by the Member’s particular role or expertise? 
4.
Is the business that the interest relates to about a voluntary organisation or a public body which is to be considered by an Overview and Scrutiny Committee?  And is the Member’s interest not a financial one?  In such circumstances it is likely that a dispensation will be granted.
