BOROUGH OF KETTERING

at the meeting of the Council of the Borough of Kettering held at the Municipal Offices, Bowling Green Road,  Kettering on 23rd June 2009

Present:

	Councillor 
R Groome (Mayor)
	Councillor J Hakewill

	
"
S Lynch (The Deputy Mayor)
	
"
P Hollobone

	
“
L Adams
	
"
C Lamb

	
"
D Bain
	
"
M Lynch

	
"
M Bayes
	
"
M Malin

	
"
D Bishop
	
"
P Marks

	
"
C Brown
	
"
R Roberts

	
" 
J Bullock
	
“
C Smith-Haynes

	
"
P Corazzo
	
"
D Soans

	
"
M Dearing
	
“
M Tebbutt

	
“
J Derbyshire
	
“
K Watts

	
"
C Groome
	
"
A Wiley

	

	
“
D Zanger


09.C.19
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Civil, Freer, J Henson, L Henson, Pote, Rennie, Talbot and West. 

09.C.20
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ENTERPRISE LIMITED


David Wright of Northamptonshire Enterprise Limited (NEL) was welcomed to the meeting.  Members received a presentation which gave an overview of the work of NEL and outlined recent work carried out.


Specific issues discussed during the debate following the presentation were:-

· The British Grand Prix and its positive effect on jobs in the county

· Local identity within the East Midlands region and the need to focus on Northamptonshire

· The importance of working in partnership and maintaining effective links

· The local transport infrastructure, including the A43 and rail network. Travelling from the north to the south of the county is difficult.


Councillor Russell Roberts thanked David Wright for his presentation and attendance at the meeting, and Councillor Alison Wiley was thanked for her past work.
09.C.21
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the annual meeting of the Council held on 13th May 2009 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor, subject to the amendment of two typographical errors.

09.C.22
MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS


Concert - Fiori Musicali
It was noted that this event would take place on the evening of 17th July at Cranford Hall. Tickets were available from the Mayor's Secretary at a cost of £18.00 per ticket.   


Visit to Lahnstein
The Mayor announced that the visit to Lahnstein had been successful and that herself, the Mayor’s Consort and their three children had been made very welcome.

Civic Service

The Mayor thanked all councilors who had attended her Civic Service in Burton Latimer, and thanked staff for their assistance in organising the event.
08.C.23
LEADERS' ANNOUNCEMENTS


Councillor Smith-Haynes announced that the Council had received a cheque for £13,761.65 as a rebate under the Government’s CERT funding scheme.  The rebate would be used towards similar insulation work to be carried out under the capital programme.


The Leader announced that a new railway line had opened in Kettering, and urged the Council to support Railtrack’s bid for electrification.


The staff awards ceremony was commended by the Leader of the council and all staff who had received awards were congratulated.

09.C.24
DEPUTATIONS AND PETITIONS

Ken Jack of the Rural Action Group addressed Council under Council Procedure Rule 12 in relation to potential windfarms in the rural area.

09.C.25
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 2008/09

A report was submitted which presented the Council’s Statutory Statement of Accounts (for the financial year 2008/09) for member approval.


Discussion was held on capital schemes undertaken during the year, the microphone system in the Council Chamber and the work to be undertaken by the Housing Task and Finish Group.


RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the Statement of Accounts for the financial year 2008/09 be approved;


(ii)
delegated authority be granted to the Council’s Statutory Financial Officer to make any non-material changes to the Statement of Accounts following the external audit process; and

(iii)
delegated authority be granted to the Monitoring and Audit Committee for the receipt of the ISA260 report that the external auditors would issue at the conclusion of their audit.

09.C.26
KETTERING BOROUGH COUNCIL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2009-10

A report was submitted which presented the Council’s Improvement Plan for formal adoption by full Council.


Debate was held on the Improvement Plan in the following respects:-

· Free swimming

· Improvements in sickness absence statistics

· Task and Finish Groups

· Format of the document

· The East Kettering Urban Extension

· Traffic Management and pedestrian footpaths in the Town Centre, Northfield Avenue and the Station Quarter

RESOLVED
that the Kettering Borough Council Improvement Plan 2009/10 be adopted.
09.C.27
APPOINTMENT OF STATUTORY OFFICERS


A report was submitted which sought to confirm arrangements for the statutory officer posts of Monitoring Officer and Chief Financial Officer.
RESOLVED
that the Council confirm the arrangements as outlined in the report.

09.C.28
VERGE HARDENING


Councillor Corazzo asked the Leader of the Council the following question:-

“Which roads in the Borough had verge-hardening work carried out in the municipal year 2008 to 2009?”
The Leader of the Council responded as follows:-

“Hillside Avenue

Silverwood Road.

Works planned for this financial year, which include some slippage from last year, are:

- Pebbleford Road

- East Avenue

- Elizabeth Road

- Birch Road (two small verges at the end of the street - now 
completed)

- Boddington Road”

09.C.29
FUTURE JOBS FUND
Councillor Corazzo asked the Leader of the Council the following question:-

“What role is Kettering Borough taking in bringing in funding from the Government Future Jobs Fund which creates jobs for 18 to 24 year olds who are approaching 12 months of unemployment?”

The Leader of the Council responded as follows:-

“Kettering Borough Council are actively working with Partners from across the county to develop a bid to the Future Jobs Fund (FJF).  This is being coordinated by Northamptonshire Enterprise Limited (NEL).  Officers are due to attend a meeting with Partners on Thursday 25 June to discuss the development of the bid.”
09.C.30
STAFF AWARDS CEREMONY


It was proposed by Councillor Mary Malin and seconded by Councillor Chris Smith-Haynes, and subsequently 

RESOLVED
that the Council congratulate all our staff for their dedication and support during this past year.  Many received public applause at this year’s recent staff awards ceremony.  This Council formally recognises everyone’s contribution and we wish to record our thanks for their response over the year, and for achieving the highest standards of Public Service.
 (The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.40 pm)

Signed …………………………………………….

Mayor

AI


(Council No. 2)

23.6.09


