BOROUGH OF KETTERING

TENANTS’ FORUM

Meeting held – 12th November 2009

Present:
Councillor Smith-Haynes (Chair)


Councillors Derbyshire, M Lynch and Tebbutt
Tenant Representatives:
Josephine Copson (Alfred Street)

Stephen Panther (Sackville Street)

Ron Randall (Yeomans Court)

Colin Medlycott (Ivy Road)

Stephen Marr (Desborough)

Susan Milne (Naseby Road)

Lynne Lund (Highfield Road)
Martin Lund (Highfield Road)

Brian Eldridge (Thorngate Street)

Grahame Holman (Highfield Crescent)

Moira Brown (Highfield Road)

Mark Gudyer (Highfield Road)

Dorothy Lynch (Rothwell)
Ron Ainsworth (Desborough)

Douglas Walker (Desborough)

Pat Deal (Yeomans Court)
John Draper (Burton House)

Liz May (Broughton)

Also Present:
Sara Snelling (Housing)

Linda Nash (Housing)

Nigel Richards (Housing)

Geraldine Whitmore (Housing)

Sarah Parr (Environmental Care)

Councillor Ellie Manns

Amy Nimmo (Committee Administrator)

09.TF.59
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Henson, Councillor Pote, John Conway and Brian Kimpton
09.TF.60
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.

09.TF.61
ELIGIBLE VOTERS


The eligible voters were identified as Grahame Holman, Moira Brown, Dorothy Lynch, Stephen Marr, Lynne Lund, Stephen Panther, Ron Randall, Brian Eldridge, Josephine Copson, Colin Medlycott, Susan Milne and Liz May.
09.TF.62
MINUTES
RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting held on 15th October 2009 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
09.TF.63
MATTERS RAISED BY TENANT REPRESENTATIVES

An update on progress in dealing with items that had been raised by representatives was circulated at the meeting.


The following items were added to the list: -

· Tumble dryers and washing machines still not replaced – Hollyoake Court

· Bright street lights – Roughton Close

09.TF.64
MEADOW PLANTING PROJECT HIGHFIELD ESTATE
A report was submitted to seek tenants’ views on the meadow planting project idea, which was to be piloted on the Highfield Estate.
A presentation was given to tenants which showed the yearly cycle of the meadow planting and examples of pictorial meadows in other parts of the country. 

Some tenants from the Highfield Road area stressed that they would not want this scheme to be piloted in their area.  Tenants discussed other areas where the meadow planting might be appreciated and suggested: -

· Thorngate Street, Kettering
· Stamford Road pocket park, Kettering

· Areas outside Hazeland House, Desborough

· Valley Walk, Kettering

09.TF.65
TENANCY SUPPORT WORK
A report was submitted to provide the forum with an update regarding the Tenancy Support Service.
It was noted that the Tenancy Support Service worked to help tenants of Kettering Borough Council who were experiencing difficulties in maintaining their tenancy.

An information leaflet advertising the service would be added to the tenants starter pack to advise tenants that the service was available.
09.TF.66
UTILITY SUPPLY ARRANAGEMENTS FOR VOID PROPERTIES
A report was submitted to provide the forum with an update on the proposed changes to the utility supply arrangements for void properties.
It was reported that as part if the Cheaper and Better project research had been undertaken on the advantages of using a single energy supplier for void properties.  This scheme had been undertaken at other authorities and proved to save money and resources.

It was noted that Southern Electric were the best company to carry out this service and that the Council’s legal department would be carrying out the final checks on the scheme shortly.

09.TF.67
TENANTS FORUM MONITORING GROUP
A report was submitted to seek two new members to join the Tenants Forum Monitoring Group, and to ask the forum to consider the expansion of the Group’s current role to enable the scrutiny functions of the housing service.

It was noted that a more comprehensive report detailing the terms of reference would be presented at the December Forum.

Grahame Holman, Liz May and Brian Eldridge volunteered to become members of the Monitoring Group.
09.TF.68
PRESENTATION TO DOUGLAS WALKER AND RON AINSWORTH

A presentation took place for Douglas Walker and Ron Ainsworth.  They were thanked for their support and fantastic contribution to the forum
09.TF.69
ITEMS FOR CONNECT

It was noted that the next issue was due to be published and distributed in mid December.
09.TF.70
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
· Visit from police
· Jane Colcott – Neighbourhood watch

· Ian Smith – May Gurney

09.TF.71
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Asbestos
It was reported that when properties became void an inspection was carried out and if asbestos was found it would be removed.
Logos

Samples of the proposed new logo for Tenants Approved were distributed to the forum and the majority of the group asked that the logo be purple.
09.TF.72
PRIZE DRAW


It was noted that John Draper won the prize draw.

09.TF.73
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was noted that the next meeting would be held on Thursday 10th December 2010.
 (The meeting started at 7:00 pm and ended at 8.45 pm)
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Signed ______________________________
(Chair) 
AN
Tenants Forum No. 4
12.11.09

