
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

MONITORING AND AUDIT COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 10th June 2009

Present:
Councillors Bishop (Chair)

Councillors Bayes, C. Groome, J Henson, Marks and Tebbutt
09.MA.01
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Soans and Freer.  It was noted that Councillor J Henson was acting as a substitute.

09.MA.02
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 21st April 2009 be approved and signed as a correct record.

09.MA.03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The following interests were declared

Personal
-
None

Prejudicial
-
None

Declarations of Party Whip
    -
None

09.MA.04
PUBLIC SPEAKERS



None
09.MA.05
AUDIT INSPECTION PLAN – ACTION PLAN (A1)

A report was submitted which provided an update on the ‘direction of travel’ assessment contained within the 2007/08 Annual Audit and Inspection letter.

It was noted that the auditors had amended the Annual Audit and Inspection Letter following its earlier presentation to the Committee at the last meeting.  The summary now stated that “the Council’s overall rate of improvement, when measured by best value performance indicators is above average”.

The change was due to a slight error in the Audit Commission’s original calculations.

Members debated the presentation of information in the Key Performance booklet and indicated that it would be useful for information on year-on-year and month-on-month performance to be presented in order to identify any trends.  Discussion was also held on the indicator in respect of processing of major planning applications, as it was considered to be unfair on local authorities in growth areas.  Inclusion of indicators in respect of partnership working with other agencies were also considered to be important in future in view of the impending Comprehensive Area Assessment.
RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the progress update on the ‘direction of travel’ section of the Annual Audit and Inspection Letter be noted; and


(ii)
future monitoring be brought back to the Committee as part of the Key Performance Information booklet
09.MA.06
INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT (2008/09) AND REVIEW OF EFFECTIVENESS OF INTERNAL AUDIT (2008/09) (A2) 

A report was submitted which provided a summary of the internal audit work that was undertaken during the last financial year and which reported an opinion on the effectiveness of internal audit for the financial year 2008/09.

During discussion members expressed concern over the accuracy of travel concessions.  It was noted that the County Council was responsible for insuring the integrity of the system and that an audit and spot checks had been undertaken by them.
RESOLVED
that the Internal Audit Report 2009/10 be approved.

09.MA.07
ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT (A3)

A report was submitted which presented the Council’s Annual Governance Statement for the financial year 2008/09.

It was noted that the Annual Governance Statement formed part of the council’s Annual Statement of Accounts that would be reported to full Council on 23rd June 2009.
RESOLVED
that subject the inclusion of Research and Development Committee in the ‘Committee/Member Arrangements’ section, the Annual Governance Statement for 2008/09 be received.
09.MA.08
KETTERING BOROUGH IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2009-2010 (A4)


A report was submitted which sought members’ views prior to consideration of the Kettering Borough Council Improvement Plan by the Executive Committee.


It was noted that the document was subject to narrative change as it progressed through the consultation process, but that the basic content and indicators would remain the same.


During discussion members commended the improvements in the levels of sickness absence and the success of Kettering Keyways.  It was felt that a glossary of acronyms and terms would be helpful and the use of technical terms should be minimised where possible.


The view was expressed that improvements in members’ personal development through the accreditation of the Member Development Charter should be mentioned, particularly regarding improved democratic processes, induction and members’ training.  It was felt that backbench members at Kettering Borough Council were more fully engaged in development of policy than in other local authorities and were consequently able to give a better level of customer service to their constituents.


It was also considered that care should be taken to refer to Kettering Borough, where initiatives were borough-wide and to include reference to projects in the rural and A6 town areas where appropriate.


In terms of ward walkabouts, it was suggested that increased time should be given to rural wards as it was difficult to cover all villages in the time allocated.  It was noted this had also been raised by the Rural Forum.

RESOLVED
that the views of the Committee as outlined above be reported to the Executive Committee.
09.MA.09
KEY PERFORMANCE INFORMATION BOOKLET (A5)


The Key Performance Booklet was received and noted by the Committee.


A summary of the provisional out-turn for 2008/09 was circulated at the meeting and it was noted that work was continuing on the Statement of Accounts, which would be considered by Council on 23rd June 2009.


Discussion was held on General Fund reserves and the reduction in income as a result of fewer planning applications being submitted.  The pressures on the budget for 2009/10 were recognised. 


Members’ discussed the Capital Programme and it was noted that legal contracts were awaited in relation to the allocation in respect of growth area funding.  Members felt that moving annual totals would be useful, especially in respect of benefit overpayments and Council Tax/NNDR collected.

Members also felt that more figures should be available regarding the green agenda, such as composting, and on crime and antisocial behaviour.


Following discussion on reducing the level of litter and detritus in the Borough, it was suggested that the Research and Development Committee could take the lead on any future educational initiative to reduce the dropping of litter and cleaning up after dogs.  It was agreed that a summary of what constituted detritus would be brought to the next meeting.

RESOLVED

that the matters raised above be noted.

09.MA.10
COMPREHENSIVE AREA ASSESSMENT (CAA) – UPDATE (A6)


It was agreed that this item be deferred to the next meeting of the Committee.
09.MA.11
WORK PROGRAMME (A6)


Members received a copy of the existing work programme for the Committee and noted its content. Subject to adding the following reports: -

· ISA 260
· Comprehensive Area Assessment 

· Choice-based Lettings

It was 

RESOLVED    
that the Work Programme be noted and agreed.

(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 9.05 pm)

Signed____________________________

Chair
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