Date of Publication: 21st September 2009

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

MINUTES AND

RECORD OF DECISIONS TAKEN

	DATE OF MEETING
	16th September 2009
	From 7.00 pm to 9.25 pm


IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillor James Hakewill
	Leader of the Council

	Councillor Russell Roberts
	Community and Rural

	Councillor Chris Smith-Haynes
	Housing Standards

	Councillor Mary Malin
	Partnerships, Performance and Resources

	Councillor Alan Pote
	Public Protection

	Councillor Jonathan Bullock
	Customer Services and Communications

	Councillor Mark Dearing 
	Economy


APOLOGIES:

	Councillor Cedwien Brown
	Environment


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillors Tebbutt and West


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (EXECUTIVE MEMBERS):

	Councillor Jim Hakewill
	Personal interest in item 10 as the Chair of the Local Strategic Partnership Executive Board

	Councillor Russell Roberts
	Personal interest in item 9 as a board member of various sporting organisations in the Borough.

	Councillor Mark Dearing
	Prejudicial interest in item 12 as a landlord with property in the Borough.


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OTHER MEMBERS):

	None
	


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OFFICERS):

	None
	


	IMPORTANT NOTE

PLEASE NOTE: Decisions will become effective after 5.00 pm on Monday, 28th September 2009 unless a request to call-in the decision has been made by then.




	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	FORWARD PLAN AND WORK PROGRAMME

	09.RD.18


	-
	7
	


RESOLVED:
that the draft Forward Plan and Work Programme for the period 17th September 2009 to 31st January 2009 be noted.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	DELIVERING TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION – SUITE 16

	09.RD.19


	A09/002
	8
	


A report was submitted which informed members of progress to date on Suite 16 and which proposed a response to the North Northants Development Company (NNDC) on the reduction in Growth Area Funding for 2009-2011.  The report also sought approval to appoint the contractor and architect for the development of new restaurants on the Market Place.

SPEAKER:

Councillor Jonathan West



RESOLVED:

that the Executive:-


(i)
supports the continued investment in, and delivery of, town centre projects through the Suite 16;


(ii)
commits to the delivery of the next phase of public realm works, market place restaurants and frontage improvement scheme which would now be funded by Growth Area Funding, together with some top-up capital funding from Kettering Borough Council; and


(iii)
approves, subject to contract, the appointment of Contractor A for the Market Place Buildings Contract, and authorises the Head of Democratic and Legal Services to agree the contract terms and conditions.

REASONS

The Market Place buildings design brief was one of the key documents used by Development Services when considering the pre-application submission last month.

Work on the next phase of the Public Realm was supported by the emerging Transport Strategy for growth which would be considered by the Planning Policy Committee in the autumn.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

(Councillor Russell Roberts declared a personal interest in the following item as a board member of various sporting organisations)

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	SUPPORT FOR SPORT

	09.RD.20


	A08/015
	9
	


SPEAKER:

Lisa Wainwright (Chief Executive of Volleyball England)

A report was submitted which considered criteria against which applications for support for sport will be evaluated and which considered an application for funding from Volleyball England.

RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
the criteria and considerations that would be used to evaluate this and any other applications for support for sport be agreed;


(ii)
the application from Volleyball England for £30,000 to bring the National Training and Competition Centre to Kettering Borough be agreed, subject to a satisfactory Service Level Agreement that secure community benefits, protected current users and ensured that Kettering Borough Council support for volleyball was recognised; and


(iii)
the priority for further budgetary provision be considered as part of budget setting.

REASONS

Full Council had recently indicated its support for all sports in the Borough and had made a commitment to use its best endeavours to see a flourishing sporting community in the Borough which enabled young people particularly to participate in and enjoy sport.

A policy framework, setting out criteria against which future applications for funding sport, would be included in the Council's Sports Facility Strategy and was agreed as an Appendix to the report.

To raise the profile of the Borough nationally.

To encourage more females to participate in sport.

To promote healthy living.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

(Councillor James Hakewill declared a personal interest in the following item as the Chair of the Local Strategic Partnership Executive Board)

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	CREDIT CRUNCH – THE ROAD TO RECOVERY

	09.RD.21


	A09/013
	10
	


A report was submitted which informed the Executive Committee of the work that had been undertaken since the credit crunch summit held in December 2008 and announced the 2009 summit scheduled for 2nd October 2009.

RESOLVED 

that the successful action taken to date be noted and support for the work of the Council and partners in reducing the impact of the credit crunch on the Borough be continued.

REASONS

The summit held by Kettering in 2008 was the first of its kind in the UK and has resulted in a number of authorities following the lead of Kettering Borough Council and its partner organisations by holding similar events.

The Action Plan, produced within one week of the summit, was now a working document and partners were continuing to work with the Borough Council to deliver the actions.

The credit crunch summit in 2009 would make a significant difference locally.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	DESBOROUGH – FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR KEY SITE 1 AND LAWRENCE'S SITE

	09.RD.22


	A09/018
	11
	


A report was submitted which detailed the findings of the feasibility study recently undertaken by Atkins. The report sought a decision on the preferred course of action.

SPEAKERS:

Councillor David Coe (Desborough Town Council)



Ms Ruth Wakelin (Representative of New Street



   residents)



Mr John Kemp (Desborough Civic Society)



Mr Bill Dixon (representing the youth of Desborough)



Mrs Paula Holmes (Ar Tarn Action Group)



Mr Gilbert Holmes (Ar Tarn Action Group )



Councillor Michael Tebbutt (Ward Councillor)

RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
the feasibility study from Atkins be received and the contents noted;


(ii)
the redevelopment of the Lawence's Factory Site as a supermarket be approved as the preferred solution, in line with Development Strategy 1 (either Option 2 or a combination of Option 1 and 2 – subject to the scheme having a positive land value);


(iii)
the Head of Democratic and Legal Services be authorised to negotiate and agree the disposal of the Lawrence's factory site (in line with resolution (ii) above), and agree the terms and conditions of the disposal; and


(iv)
other sites be explored which may be available within the town that could be developed to meet the community and other associated uses.

NB:
Dialogue with Desborough Town Council would take place in respect of recommendation (iv) above.

REASONS

The site had been marketed for some time and the only significant interest had come from large supermarket operators.

The preferred option identified within the Atkins report was the only one which was financially feasible. 

Redevelopment of the site by a major supermarket retailer would involve the negotiation of a Section 106 agreement as part of the planning application.  This may provide funds towards the provision of community facilities within the town.

Redevelopment of the site would honour the obligation to generate new employment from the site, as required by the original grants. 

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

Alternative delivery options as contained within the feasibility study were also considered.

(Councillor Mark Dearing declared a prejudicial interest in the following item as a landlord with property in the Borough, and left the meeting room

during discussion thereon)

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	DECENT HOMES GRANTS POLICY

	09.RD.23


	A09/016
	12
	


SPEAKER:

Councillor Jonathan West

RESOLVED:

that the Decent Homes Grant Policy be adopted, pending a wider review of the Council's grant interventions later in the year.

REASONS

In the light of the significant increase in central government funding, the eligibility criteria for grant funding should be widened to include low income home owners as outlined in the draft Decent Homes Grant Policy attached to the report.

The widening of the criteria should be an interim arrangement, pending a wider review of the Council's Housing Renewal Grants Policy, which was scheduled to take place in late 2009/early 2010, after completion of a borough-wide stock condition survey.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	REVISED HOUSING ALLOCATIONS POLICY

	09.RD.24


	A09/017
	13
	


A report was considered which sought approval of the revised Housing Allocations Policy, which underpinned the allocation of social rented homes to households in housing need in the Borough.

RESOLVED:

that the revised Housing Allocations Policy as attached to the report be adopted.

REASONS

A review of the policy had been conducted after receiving feedback from applicants and landlords.

The changes made to the policy were relatively minor and did not affect applicants' eligibility to join the housing register or their banding once accepted onto the scheme.  A summary of the changes made to the policy was included in the report.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 (AS AMENDED) 

	09.RD.12


	-
	-
	


RESOLVED:

that the press and public be excluded from the following item on the agenda (item 12) on the grounds that it involved items of business which included the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by paragraphs 1-7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Local Government Act 1972 (as amended)

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY

	09.RD.24


	N/A
	14
	


A report was submitted which sought approval for the acquisition of property.

RESOLVED:

that:


(i)
the acquisition of the land edged red on the plan attached to the report be approved subject to conditions as contained in the exempt section of this minute and record of the decision.

REASONS

The Transport Strategy was integral to the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan, which would form part of the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework and would guide the provision of sustainable growth in the town centre.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

Signed …………………………………

Chair

AI

Record of Decisions No. 9
16.9.09


