
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

A6 TOWNS FORUM

24th June  2009

Present:
Councillor David Soans (Chair)

Councillor Christopher Groome (KBC and Burton Latimer TC)


Councillor Christopher Lamb (KBC and NCC)


Councillor Mike Tebbutt (KBC and Desborough TC)


Councillor June Derbyshire (KBC and Desborough TC)


Councillor Mike Barrs (Barton Seagrave PC)


Councillor Reg Barby (Barton Seagrave PC)


Councillor David Jones (Rothwell TC)


Councillor Doreen Bindley (Desborough TC)



Councillor Derek Zanger (KBC and Burton Latimer)


Councillor Russell Roberts (KBC and Barton Seagrave)


Councillor David Coe (Desborough TC)

Also Present:
Sgt Tony Hopkins (Northants Police)


Councillor David Watson (Rural Forum)


Eleanor Patrick (Town Forum Representative)


Martin Hammond (Kettering Borough Council)



Simon Richardson (Kettering Borough Council)


Rachel Paling (Committee Administrator - KBC)


Maureen Easton (Ar Tarn Action Group)

NOMINATIONS OF CHAIR AND DEPUTY

Councillor Lamb nominated Councillor Soans as Chairman and Councillor Roberts nominated Councillor Barrs as Deputy.  Both motions were seconded.
09.A6TF.01
  APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from, Mark Churcher and Councillors Margaret Talbot, Ruth Groome, Cedwien Brown, Alan Pote, Mark Dearing and Neil Matthew.

09.A6TF.02
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 11th February 2009 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

09.A6TF.03
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

08.A6TF.48


It was noted that an article would feature a different A6 town each quarter in Kettering Borough Council’s Voice magazine.


08.A6TF.50



It was reported that Stagecoach had now put on a Sunday service in Burton Latimer and Barton Seagrave.


It was reported that the Redrow Homes application had been passed. The new consultation procedure on the night which allowed more people to speak, was considered a good step forward.

09.A6TF.04
MEMBERS OF PUBLIC PRESENT WHO REQUEST RIGHT TO SPEAK

Maureen Easton of Ar Tarn requested to speak on Item 8 of the agenda.
09.A6TF.05
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None

09.A6TF.06
POLICE STATISTICS AND COMMUNITY SAFETY
                          Sgt Tony Hopkins was welcomed to the meeting.


Crime statistics were discussed and noted.  

Barton Seagrave had a bad two months but recently had been improving.  Thefts from motor vehicles were still a concern and everyone was reminded to lock houses and cars.


In Burton Latimer there had been an increase on internet fraud with one victim being defrauded of £2,500.  Drugs offences were going up. A big concern had been robbery but this had slowed down recently.  Theft of phones and MP3 players were being committed by young people.

Desborough had shown a decrease in Criminal Damage as had Rothwell in drug offences.  However theft of items from cars such as laptops and satellite navigation systems had seen an increase in Rothwell.  Advice from the police was to make sure nothing is left on display in cars.

There had been a reduction on Anti-Social Behaviour in all four towns.  In local parks acceptable time limits and age limits had been put up on the park signs which had given the police more authority to clear the parks of unwanted people. 

It was reported that Groundwork had been awarded the contract for the Youth Outreach project for the next year.

09.A6TF.07
HEALTH SERVICE UPDATE

This item was cancelled due to a representative not attending the meeting.  However, the forum was informed that Professor Stephen Horsley, Director of Public Health would attend the September meeting.
09.A6TF.08
ROTHWELL & DESBOROUGH URBAN EXTENSION AREA ACTION PLAN

A report was submitted which informed members of the Forum on the outcome of community involvement on the Rothwell and Desborough Urban Extension Area Action Plan: Position Statement.
It was reported that in January, the Council had agreed to consult on the Rothwell and Desborough Urban Extension Area Action Plan – Position Statement.  The necessity for the Position Statement arose due to the time lapse between publishing the previously consulted upon Preferred Options (September 2006) and the need to take into consideration additional information and consultation responses received from developers, landowners and all other interested parties.  The North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy was also adopted in June 2008 and resulted in the need to amend employment land allocations at both urban extensions and the inclusion of preferred policy directions with regards to sustainable design, Desborough Town Centre and public realm improvements within the Position Statement.

A six week consultation commenced on 16th February and was undertaken in accordance with the North Northamptonshire Statement of Community Involvement.

The Area Action Plan, once adopted, would provide policy guidance for the proposed urban extensions at Rothwell and Desborough.  

Policies would build upon the Desborough Urban Design Framework and Rothwell and Desborough Conservation Area designations and reviews.


It was noted that during the consultation 240 comments were received and over 350 people attended the staffed exhibitions. 

 
Discussions were held in respect of the provision for the new leisure centre and the facilities it would offer.  It was noted that three badminton court size hall would be provided in Phase 1.  There would be provision for further facilities to be built in Phase 2 where squash courts and a bar could be considered.  


It was noted that the Council would seek to ensure Phase 2 is delivered as early as possible in the development.  However, this would be dependent on housing completion numbers and timing for investment in other infrastructure.


It was noted that Desborough Town Council were concerned that the new leisure centre would not be a like for like facility and requested that the current centre remain open for an interim period.

Clarification was given that Desborough Town Football Club owned their own ground.


It was confirmed that the Proposed Submission would be published for consultation towards the end of the year or early 2010.  The Planning Examination stage to adoption would normally take twelve months and therefore it was anticipated that the adopted plan could be in place in early 2011.  However, the economy and climate would determine when the actual building work would start. 

Having indicated that she would like to speak under the Council’s Right to Speak Policy, Ms Mo Easton addressed the Forum on site specific issues in relation to Desborough Town Centre.   She also raised points in relation to a recent stakeholder meeting, and the status of such meetings in relation to the power to take decisions.


In response it was noted that any proposals for individual schemes that came forward in Desborough Town Centre would need to be taken through the planning process and each application would consider the impact on residents.


It was also noted that stakeholder consultation meetings were not decision-making in nature and that the intention of such meetings was to gauge the views of residents and identify if there was a level of consensus amongst local people in relation to a particular issue.

RESOLVED
that the Members note the results of the public consultation as set out in the report on the Rothwell and Desborough Urban Extension Area Action Plan – Proposed Submission.
09.A6TF.09
KETTERING BOROUGH COUNCIL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2009/10

A copy of the plan was distributed to members to take to Town and Parish council meetings for discussion.  It was requested that any questions or comments about the plan be brought back and discussed at the next meeting.

Desborough Town Councillors referred to the ‘Free General Swimming’ and wanted to highlight that children in Desborough and Rothwell, who were not students at Montsaye School, were not entitled to ‘free swimming’ at the school’s pool, as it was not part of the national scheme and therefore parents would have to travel to Kettering for free swimming. 

It was suggested that Philip Hollobone (MP) could be contacted to see if he could offer any assistance on this matter.
09.A6TF.10
TOWN AND PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING REVIEW

A report was submitted to inform members of the Forum of the timescale for the forthcoming review of Town and Parish Council funding.

A consultation document was in preparation and would be circulated in line with the timetable in the report.


It was confirmed that no other documentation was available at the present time.
09.A6TF.11
KLEENSWEEP AND WARD WALKABOUTS


RESOLVED
that Desborough councillors would hold a walkabout on 10th September. One ward between 10am-12pm and the other ward between 2pm-4pm.


that Barton Seagrave would hold their walkabout on 15th September at 2pm.

09.A6TF.12 
BARTON SEAGRAVE CYCLE ROUTES

Discussions were held regarding the cycle route from Polwell Lane to Knights of Old on Kettering Parkway. It was reported that there had been a land ownership issue which was preventing the route being identified by the National Cycle Network.
RESOLVED
that the current situation regarding the land ownership would be investigated and the findings reported back at a future meeting.  

09.A6TF.13
TOWN CENTRE UPDATE

There were no representatives at the meeting.  However, it was reported that at a meeting with the Town Centre of Business People, positive things were said including that large retailers would try to help small retailers in the current economic climate.
09.A6TF.14
NEWSROUND


Desborough 


The trees in Dunkirk Avenue had now been pruned.  It was requested that trees in Union Street were also trimmed back due to over-hanging which was impeding the path and road.

Concerns were raised regarding the County Council not attending to numerous tree pruning requests made.


Barton Seagrave


A contract had now been awarded for the Right of Way between A6003 and St Botolph’s Road to be made a hard surface and that work would begin shortly.

Burton Latimer


It was reported that the Community Speeding Watch on Polwell Lane had gone well.


In relation to East Kettering, anxiety was expressed regarding the process around the possible closure of Junction 10 and opening of Junction 10A on the A14.


The Annual Duck Race was being held on 28th June.



A new clock had been fitted on the end wall of Poplar House, the Town Council's building.

Cllr Zanger donated £2,700 to various charities and £900 to the Air Ambulance at the end of his year of office as Town Mayor.

It was requested that representation should be made to the County Council regarding the poor level of work provided by Weedwise.


It was reported that a lot of Burton Latimer children had not been successful in securing places at Latimer School or Southfield School for Girls and that this matter was being taken up with the County Council.

It was noted that there were a number of trees in the town centre which impeded CCTV cameras, which required pruning and that enquiries were being made to establish which ones were the responsibility of the Borough Council and which were the County Council’s. 


Rothwell

The Rothwell carnival was taking place on July 11th and it was requested that the proposed performance area on the recreation ground was straightened and flattened out, if possible, in the time available.

Bus stops were still required at the new Health Centre and confirmation was requested as to whether they were to be supplied as part of the planning conditions.  Advice was also given to contact Stagecoach to arrange a meeting to discuss.

Thanks were given for the improved grass cutting.

09.A6TF.15
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS

· CCTV
· Green Infrastructure
· Cycle routes in Barton Seagrave
· Agency Working
· Rural Forum feedback
RESOLVED
that a representative of the Rural Forum be invited to future A6 Towns Forum meetings, in order to report back from the Rural Forum

and that this should be a standard item on the agenda.
09.A6TF.16
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


Nothing to report.
09.A6TF.17
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

9th September 2009


4th November 2009


3rd February 2010

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 9.15 pm)

Signed …………………………………………….

Chair

Rap
A6 Towns Forum No. 

(24.6.09)

