
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

KETTERING TOWN FORUM

Meeting held – 15th June  2009
Present:
Borough Councillors


Cllr Linda Adams

Cllr Maurice Bayes

Cllr David Bishop

Cllr Bob Civil (Also NCC)

Cllr Scott Edwards (Also NCC)

Cllr Terry Freer

Cllr Jenny Henson


Cllr Larry Henson (Also NCC)

Cllr Shirley Lynch (Deputy Mayor)


Cllr Mary Malin


Cllr Paul Marks


Cllr Chris Smith-Haynes


Cllr Greg Titcombe

Cllr Keli Watts


Northamptonshire County Councillors


See above

Representatives of Member Organisations 

Eleanor Patrick (Churches Together in Kettering)

Halina Tubbs (Rural Forum)



Kamal Paul (Kettering Racial Equality Council)



Sybil Gregory (Kettering Disabled Group)

Paul Ansell (Kettering Civic Society)


Monica Ozdemire (Kettering Civic Society)


Neil Griffin (Newlands Centre)


Maxine Aldred (Federation of Small Businesses)


Also Present


Graham Soulsby (Deputy Chief Executive- KBC)


Paul Thomas (Programme Manager – Suite 16)

Deborah Snow (Performance Improvement Manager)

Ian White (Forum Administrator- KBC)

Bill Burton (Burtons Store)
09.KTF.1
ELECTION OF CHAIR

It was proposed by Councillor Bayes and seconded by Councillor Malin, and accordingly was

RESOLVED      that 
Councillor Titcombe be 
elected    
Chair of the Town Forum for the 
municipal year 2009/10.
09.KTF.2
APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY CHAIR

Sybil Gregory was proposed by Councillor Larry Henson and seconded by Councillor Marks.


Kamal Paul was proposed by Councillor Watts and seconded by Councillor Bishop.


Members voted on the matter as follows :


For Sybil Gregory     8


For Kamal Paul        3


Consequently, it was 


RESOLVED

that Sybil Gregory be elected Deputy Chair 

of the Forum for the municipal year 

        2009/10.
09.KTF.3
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bain, Corazzo, Hollobone, M. Lynch, Rennie and West.

Apologies were also received from Mick Scrimshaw (Chamber of Trade) and Inspector Dick Aistrop (Northants Police).

09.KTF. 4
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Forum held on 2nd February 2009 be approved and signed by the Chair.
09.KTF. 5
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillors Bayes and Bishop declared personal interests in item 11 as members of Barton Seagrave Parish Council.
09.KTF.6 
PUBLIC SPEAKERS

Paul Ansell of Kettering Civic Society indicated that he wished to address the Forum in respect of Item 9 – Town Centre Regeneration Update.
09.KTF.7
UPDATE ON LOCAL POLICING ISSUES


Members of the Forum received a statistical report in respect of the above. Unfortunately, Inspector Dick Aistrop was unable to attend to present the report as he had been called away at short notice on an operational matter.
09.KTF.8
   KETTERING BOROUGH COUNCIL IMPROVEMENT PLAN


   Members of the Forum received a presentation in respect of 

   the Borough Council’s Improvement Plan from Deborah Snow 

   (Performance Improvement Manager).


    The presentation highlighted the following :

· Links to the Sustainable Communities Plan and Service Plans

· The role of the Council’s Corporate Priorities in the Improvement Plan

· Key achievements in 2008/09

· Planned achievements in 2009/10
· Performance Information for 2008/09

It was noted that in approving the plan Members of the Council would use a wide range of information to inform the direction that they considered the Council should go in, and that this would be considered for incorporation into the Plan.

09.KTF.9 
TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION - UPDATE 

Members of the Forum received a presentation from Paul Thomas (Programme Manager for ‘Suite 16’) which updated them on recent developments in respect of the regeneration proposals for the Town Centre. 

The presentation provided details as follows :

· The context of the proposals

· The vision for the Town Centre

· Delivery of the Suite 16 programme

· Progress and timelines in respect of the various quarters


In discussion of this matter, members of the Forum raised the following points :
· Despite the current economic climate, the vision remains achievable as funding is in place to deliver parts of the scheme over the next two years, and on-going negotiations with potential partners would put the Council in a strong place when the market improves

· Pedestrianisation of the area around the Market Place is being driven by the Borough Council with a view to the best option being selected for all parties given the vision for the area; public consultation would take place on this issue

· The appearance of parts of the town centre which would remain unaffected by improvements was a matter of concern; the Council needs to concentrate on the parts that it can affect and then look at the general appearance, ensuring it doesn’t look half-finished

· Members of the Forum were appraised of the enthusiastic response of national and local retailers to the vision

· Members of the Forum were informed that it was too early to provide details of plans regarding incentives to attract traders to the Soan’s Yard area; it was noted that the piloting of an antique’s centre in Horsemarket would inform the outcome of this issue but any incentives would need to be financially viable for the project
· It was noted that residents around the Sheep Street area had expressed concern about pedestrianisation of the adjacent streets and access via buses being restricted
· It was also noted that existing traders in the Town Centre would be concerned about the provision of advantageous rents for new tenants to attract new retailers to the area

· There were no plans currently to appoint a  dedicated Town Centre Manager although that decision rested with Members of the Borough Council; details were provided of current liaison arrangements with retailers
· It was noted that there were some indications that the owners of shops might be anticipating that the Council would be issuing Compulsory Purchase Orders in respect of their properties which was not the case; it was noted that information relating to this situation would be disseminated

· Paul Ansell of the Civic Society addressed the Forum in respect of the use of local, high quality materials for buildings within the proposals in order for the scheme to achieve its aim of being characterful and attractive to people coming into the town

· The Council needed to hold its nerve during the current climate and members could contribute towards this by promoting the vision

· The design of the scheme should be done properly and not be a re-hash of exiting buildings

· An economic ‘temperature check’ should be taken in respect of the town centre economy in Kettering and reported back to the Forum 
· Details with regard to the consultation in respect of the pedestrianised area adjacent to Sheep Street were provided, as were the intentions with regard to car parking for the Restaurant Quarter; it was noted that the Council’s Town Centre Shop was no longer available for consultation purposes
· It was noted that all works in the area would be compliant with the Disability Discrimination Act provisions

· The way in which people with disabilities could access all areas of the town was being examined

· It was noted that the planned car parking area for Wadcroft  was much closer to the High Street
· Any new premises used by the public would be expected to provide toilets

· Public Realm Improvements to the slope adjacent to the Library were in place

· Providers of Bus shelters would be contacted to see if it was possible to increase the provision

· The cleanliness of the Town Centre was vital to the image of the development as well as currently being an issue that was being addressed by the Council’s Economic Development team
· The development needs to cater for all persons and needs to provide innovative solutions to access issues both for the town centre and outer areas such as  Wicksteed Park

· Arts, sculptures and water features need to be provided 

· In response to a point regarding the importance of encouraging independent retailers to the town centre, whilst recognising the importance of their role, it was noted that it was important to attract a mixture of retailers both national and independent

· A report incorporating this issue, along with the current level of economic activity in the town centre, would be submitted to the next meeting of the Forum.

09.KTF.10
INFORMATION ITEMS

Members received information reports about the following items:

· Dates of ‘Kleen Sweeps’ and Ward ‘Walkabouts’

· The potential impact of the forthcoming review of Town and Parish Council funding on the non-parished area of the Town of Kettering, along with information about the consultation process

09.KTF.11
       NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Forum would take place on Monday 
7th September 2009. In addition to the items mentioned 

above, a review of Residents Parking and Enforcement 

would be included on the agenda.
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8. 47pm)

Signed ....................................................

Chair
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Kettering Town Forum No.1

15.06.09
Kettering Town Forum No. 2
15.06.09

