
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Meeting held - 27th May  2009

Present:
Councillor Edwards (Chair)


Councillors Derbyshire, Hollobone, Perry, West and Zanger

09.RD.01
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillor Talbot.
09.RD.02
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 17th March 2009 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

09.RD.03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.

09.RD.04
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT IN PLANNING – UPDATE ON ACTION PLAN (A1)


A report was submitted which provided an update on the Action Plan completed by Development Services in relation to the areas of concern and improvement raised by members of the public, councillors and staff.

Several matters were discussed by members as follows:-


Limehouse Software


It was felt that it should be possible for people who logged into the website to comment on an application should be able to view all other comments.


It was also considered that progress on this issue should be logged on the Action Plan.

Webcasting

It was noted that officers were liaising with Northamptonshire County Council, which had piloted a system of webcasting during the period Jan-March 2009 at a cost of £15,000.  Feedback on effectiveness was in the process of being gathered Members acknowledged that the potential costs of webcasting could be a constraint on provision of a system at Kettering. 
Pre-Meeting Summary of Procedure

It was felt that this was important and should be pursued. The verbal summary should consist of a concise form of words to be read out at the start of each meeting.  The summary should include:-
· Who officers are and their purpose

· The purpose of the meeting

· What the committee can and cannot do

The pre-meeting summary should be complemented by leaflets to be made available both at the meeting and the information contained in the leaflets should be projected on the display screens in the reception area.
Microphones

It was noted that the IT team had retested and rebalanced the sound system in the Council Chamber.  The equipment had not been working at optimum performance.  A portable sound system for use at external venues had also been procured, and had been used recently at the Corn Market Hall.

It was noted that further staff training was to be undertaken, and advice given on the use of the microphones.
Discussion was held on the maintenance contract for the sound system and it was suggested that the supplier of the sound system may be able to give assistance in optimising its use.

DVDs

It was noted that Tresham Institute would be providing assistance in the production of DVDs free of charge.

Right to Speak Policy

It was noted that some work had been done on the Right to Speak Policy and was continuing.  It was hoped to pilot new arrangements for two large or contentious planning applications that were due to be considered.
21-day Period of Notice

This was now being piloted and agendas for large or contentious planning applications were now being published earlier.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the newly appointed chair of the Planning Committee, the Head of Development Services and the Deputy Chief Executive discuss the outstanding issues that require input and consensus;


(ii)
the action points in the Action Plan continue to be delivered and customer focus ensured throughout; and


(iii)
the Action Plan should be kept up to date with progress reports and important comments to ensure full understanding by all involved.
09.RD.05
CORPORATE IMPROVEMENT PLAN (A2)

A report was submitted which provided members of the Committee with the opportunity to become involved in the development of the Council’s Corporate Improvement Plan 2009-2010.  The report was supplemented by additional narrative on Crime Reduction.

The following points were made:-
· The document should be re-named ‘The Kettering Borough Council Improvement Plan’

· Free Swimming should be included in the Healthy Living section

· Reference to wider, greener issues should be made with regard to planning, for example the East Kettering development

It was noted that any further comments could be made to Guy Holloway via e-mail.  The Improvement Plan was due to be considered by the Executive Committee on 17th June 2009, prior to submission to full Council for adoption on 23rd June.

RESOLVED
that the above feedback be provided to the Executive Committee.

09.RD.06
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE COUNCIL AND THE THIRD SECTOR (A3)

A presentation was given entitled ‘Creating an Environment for a Thriving Third Sector’.


Debate ensued on working with Housing Associations on schemes such as Move On Move In, and the procedure for organisations to apply for small grants.  It was noted that applications for small grants were oversubscribed, but were publicised through the voluntary sector network.

09.RD.07
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE – WORK PROGRAMME REVIEW AND DEVELOPMENT (A4)

A report was submitted which provided members of the Committee with: an overview of the committee’s responsibilities; a reminder of work recently completed; a summary of the current work programme; suggestions for future work programme items for consideration and a reminder of the need to prepare an annual report for Council.


It was noted that the committee was still working through its work programme and that the task and finish groups for Economic Development and Transportation had not yet begun their work.  The task and finish group on Housing Subsidies which had been constituted under the remit of the Monitoring and Audit Committee, would convene shortly to begin its work.


It was noted that the item regarding HGVs and Lorry Parks would be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.  A planning application had been received and would be determined shortly, although a county-wide feasibility study would be undertaken as there was a requirement for three lorry parks in the county, one of which was on the A14 corridor.


Discussion was held on issues relating to homelessness and it was felt that a wider debate should be held at the next meeting.

RESOLVED
that the following items be placed on the agenda for the next meeting:-
· HGVs and Lorry Parks

· Homelessness

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.00 pm)

Signed ……………………………………..

Chair

AI
Research and Development No. 

(27.5.09)

