
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

KETTERING TOWN FORUM

Meeting held – 2nd February 2009
Present:
Borough Councillors


Cllr Philip Hollobone (Chair) 


Cllr Linda Adams

Cllr Duncan Bain

Cllr Maurice Bayes

Cllr Paul Corazzo

Cllr Terry Freer

Cllr Mary Malin


Cllr Greg Titcombe

Cllr Keli Watts
Cllr Jonathan West CC

Northamptonshire County Councillors


None (See J. West above)

Representatives of Member Organisations 

Inspector Dick Aistrop (Kettering Police)


Mick Scrimshaw (Chamber of Trade)


Also Present


Graham Soulsby (Deputy Chief Executive- KBC)


Adrian Lee (Development Services KBC)

Duncan Mills (NCC Education & Llearning)

Ian White (Forum Administrator- KBC)


David Jackson (Evening Telegraph)

Lawrence John (Herald and Post)
Kevin Marchand (Headlands Area Residents’ Association)

Bill Burton (Burtons Store)
08.KTF.30
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from the Mayor, Councillors Bishop, Civil CC, L. Henson, M. Lynch, S. Lynch, Marks, Rennie, Smith-Haynes, Hales CC, Jones CC, Mayhew CC, Parker CC and Revd. Dominic Barrington
08.KTF. 31
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Forum held on 3rd November 2008 be approved and signed by the Chair.
08.KTF. 32
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillor Adams declared a personal interest in Item 7 as a member of NCC Unison Branch and a parent of a child attending a School affected by the proposals detailed in the report. 

Councillor Corazzo declared a personal interest in Item 7 as a member of the Governing Body of a school affected by the proposals detailed in the report.
08.KTF.33 
PUBLIC SPEAKERS

The Forum was notified that that anyone who wished to would be able to speak.
08.KTF.34
UPDATE ON LOCAL POLICING ISSUES
Members of the Forum received a report on local crime statistics for the Kettering Town area. Inspector Dick Aistrop was at the meeting and presented the report to the Forum. 


   In discussing the report the following items were noted:
· Night time patrols had been increased to combat the rise in burglary dwelling and theft from motor vehicles
· There would be an increased focus in the Town Centre to deal with rises in shoplifting and thefts of personal goods

· An operation to deal with Anti Social Behaviour during the forthcoming half-term period  which would see an increase in patrols and pre-emptive work would take place

· Details of ongoing and future distribution of ‘Smart Water’ throughout the Town were provided

· It was noted that the current bad weather would normally lead to a reduction in crime

· The increase in burglary dwelling and theft from motor vehicles was related to an extent to past offenders being released from prison, but was also due to an apparently localised custom of leaving windows and doors accessible which seemed to be unique to the Kettering area locally
· It was too early to say if the economic climate had led to more crime in general, although a slight increase in economic crime had been noted
· The distribution of ‘Smart Water’ in small vials was noted as well as its short ‘use by’ date; this was down to resources available, although a wide as possible distribution was favoured. It was noted that it was down to individual householder’s to arrange to re-plenish their supplies
· It was noted that ‘Smart Water’ had been less effective in certain types of areas and that empirical evidence existed to back this up
· It was considered that it might be beneficial to arrange for the purchase of ‘Smart Water’ through the Neighbourhood Watch network.

The Chair thanked Inspector Aistrop for attending the meeting and for his report.

08.KTF.35
   ACADEMY PROPOSALS FOR KETTERING
Duncan Mills from Northamptonshire County Council’s Education and Learning Service attended the meeting and presented to Forum members in respect of proposals for two Academies to be located in Kettering, namely the following :

· Montagu, Avondale Junior and Avondale Infant Schools.  (The sponsor for this academy is the United Learning Trust (ULT), who operate other academies in the country including the Northampton Academy.)
· Ise Community College and Henry Gotch School.  (The sponsor for this academy is the Brooke Weston Trust, who operate the two academies in Corby.)
Members noted that consultations had taken place in respect of both proposals, and details of the major issues that had been raised were provided.
In their consideration of the matter, members raised the following issues for discussion and received responses from Mr Mills.
· The concern that the timescale was too short was noted
· Discussions were still ongoing about the use of two sites for the Montagu/Avondale proposals and its impact on green space
· The concern regarding the consultation process as conducted by the Sponsors over the telephone being challenging was noted
· It was noted that two separate consultations were being run alongside each other by the County Council and the Sponsors
· The admissions criteria will stay the same for both Academies
· It was noted that the Hearing Impaired Unit would be retained and this was welcomed
· There would be a growing emphasis on links between partner organisations to enable an improved provision of  vocational education such as for construction trades
· New style buildings would reflect a new style of education and are preferable to ‘mackling up’ old buildings
· Concern was expressed about the separate sites for the Montagu Academy not working particularly due to their respective sizes; it was acknowledged that the Sponsors would prefer a single site although there were still discussions to be had around the community focus of the neighbourhood adjacent to the Avondale schools and how this would be incorporated into the proposals;
· Need to ensure that there is an effective relationship between the Academy, the County Council, the Borough Council and other partners in order to contribute to the overall success of the Academies
· Retention of the name of Henry Gotch for some part of the Ise Academy would be a positive move
· There was concern regarding the lack of accountability to local elected bodies which could lead to a distancing of the Academies from local people
· There was concern that the Academies employment terms and conditions would be more onerous for employees although the TUPE process was being applied; it was noted that Academy contracts had been offered to staff (which had been taken up by some) in addition to those terms and conditions retained under TUPE, 
· The importance of ensuring the correct nutritional provision was noted
· Concern was expressed that exclusions form Academies were likely to be higher than average and that there would be a consequent impact on neighbouring schools
· The importance of a dialogue between neighbouring schools and partner organisations in respect of the management of exclusions was seen as vital
· The consultations should be stringent and carefully examined
· The original consultation was poorly planned and information about events and the dates of events should be considered more carefully and lessons had been learned from that process
· Concern that the decision to proceed or not was vested in a single Cabinet member was allayed, as members of the Forum were notified that the final decision on the proposals would rest with the County Council Cabinet; 
· The decision of the Cabinet Member with regard to referring the proposals to the Cabinet was not at a ‘fait accompli’
· Details and results of the Consultations would be publicly available
· It was hoped that building work would commence as soon as possible after the Cabinet’s decision and be completed by 2012
· Who decides whether Montagu is a one or two site campus?
· Members of the Forum were appraised of what might happen to any land that remains unused after the proposals come into force, and those parties likely to be involved in those discussions about land transfer
· Who decides pupil numbers both now and in the future, bearing in mind plans for additional development?
· Council’s have an important role to play in Education and have made major contributions in the past. However, the trend is now moving away from this to a reduced level of input. Academies are part of the Borough, and Councils should be heavily involved. It was noted that the size of governing bodies for Academies was pre-determined to prescribed criteria although an effective working relationship had developed under these circumstances between the local community and other Academies locally
The Chair of the Forum thanked Mr Mills for his contribution to the meeting.

Having considered the matter, it was
AGREED
that the points raised be forwarded to the County Council for inclusion in the consultation process.
08.KTF.36 
KETTERING TOWN CENTRE ACTION PLAN PREFERRED OPTIONS – CONSULTATION RESULTS 

Members received a report and presentation that advised them of the results of the public consultation on the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan Preferred Options and the proposed policy direction for the Proposed Submission Plan stage of the Area Action Plan.


Members of the Forum noted that the Council was now at a vital stage in the process, and needed to have an effective and timely consultation on these matters if progress was to be continued without further delay to so that the Town retained its pre-eminence within the East Midlands as a retail centre, although it was noted that much of the process was led by statute, and that this would take time.

When discussing the matter, members raised the following points : 

· The need to ensure the final development was not blighted by unsightly traffic control signage etc
· The reasons for the public realm works being commenced this year needed to be clearly communicated to the public

· The role of members in communicating effectively with the public relating to these issues 

· The need to promote the Borough

· The role of the media in portraying Kettering negatively 

· The fact that Kettering alone wasn’t affected by the current economic climate in relation to the closure of shops

· The Council’s Town Centre Shop was open for members of the public and representative’s of organisations to make further comment on these matters as appropriate
· An appraisal of how the consultation processes worked from this point onwards was provided


Having considered the item, members of the Forum 

AGREED
that the results of the consultation be noted and that officers of the Council be invited to the next meeting of the Forum to present the detailed policies making up the Proposed Submission Plan.

08.KTF.37
RESIDENTS PARKING UPDATE

Members of the Forum received an update presentation in respect of progress towards the implementation of new Residents’ Parking Schemes within the town of Kettering. 


Members noted that due to additional consultation on this issue, that had resulted from the initial consultation providing inconsistent results in some areas, that the anticipated 1st April 2009 deadline for the schemes to be implemented, was now unlikely to be met. It was further noted that the consultation had been undertaken as a result of public demand, although the taste for such schemes did not now appear to be the same as it was previously amongst members of the public, which might have arisen from the cost implications of the proposed schemes.

Members of the Forum expressed concern with regard to the length of time that the consultation was taking and expressed a desire for it to be considered by the Council’s Executive at the earliest opportunity, and before the planned consideration date of April 2009. 

Having considered the item, it was

             AGREED 
that the Council’s Executive be urged to consider this matter at the earliest opportunity prior to the date originally scheduled with a view to making a decision on the implementation of the schemes.
08.KTF.38
A14 PROPOSALS

Members of the Forum received a report that notified them of the current position with regard to the proposed widening of the A14. In addition to the written report before them, members were also informed that the Government’s consultation on the issue should begin in Autumn 2009 with the scheme likely to commence in 2012.
08.KTF.39
INFORMATION ITEMS

Members received information reports about the following items:

· An update on 8 to 8 Surgeries

· Budget proposals 2009/10
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 9.06pm)

Signed ....................................................

Chair
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