BOROUGH OF KETTERING

at the meeting of the Council of the Borough of Kettering held at the Municipal Offices, Bowling Green Road,  Kettering on 29th April 2009
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08.C.92
PRESENTATIONS TO STAFF


Thirty members of staff were formally thanked for their efforts during the period snow and bad weather during January/February 2009 and were presented with mugs.

09.C.93
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Brown, Edwards and Perry.

08.C.94
NORTHANTS FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE


Councillor Alan Pote introduced the Chief Fire Officer, Martyn Emberson, to the Council.


Members received a presentation entitled ‘Our Fire Service – Today and Tomorrow’, and a summary of statistics was circulated for information. 


Specific issues discussed during the debate following the presentation were:-

· Retained fire fighters and their valued service to the community

· The relocation of Kettering Fire Station

· The Regional Control Centre at Castle Donnington and improvements in technology 

· The work of the Fire and Rescue Service in rural areas

· Partnership working with Kettering Borough Council and other agencies to secure high quality accommodation

· Liaison between the Fire Service and Kettering Borough Council on planning and building regulation applications

· The reintroduction of ‘Welliphant’ and the work of the Fire and Rescue service within schools


Councillor Derek Zanger thanked Martyn Emberson for his presentation and attendance at the meeting.


Members extended their best wishes for a speedy recovery to retained fire officer, Jason Cooper, following his recent road traffic accident. 

08.C.95
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 26th February 2009 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor.

08.C.96
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors C Groome
Personal interest as a member of 

and Zanger
Burton Latimer Town Council

Councillors Bayes,
Personal interest as a member of Barton 

Bishop and Roberts
Seagrave Parish Council

Councillor Corazzo
Personal interest as ward councillor for


Avondale Grange

08.C.97
MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS


Alex Gordon – Former Mayor 


Two minutes’ silence was held for former Mayor, Alex Gordon.

Alex Gordon was Mayor of the Borough of Kettering during 1990/91.  The condolences of the Council were extended to the former Mayoress, Rona, and their daughters and grandchildren.

The Mayor and Councillors West, Freer, Hakewill, Malin and C Groome all added their personal condolences and paid tribute to Alex Gordon for his lifetime of public service.  

Mayor-Making Dinner – 13th May
Councillors who had not yet responded to the invitation to the mayor-making dinner were requested do so as soon as possible and in any case before 5th May when numbers would need to be finalised.


Refreshments in the Parlour


All councillors were invited to the Mayor’s Parlour for refreshments following the conclusion of the meeting.

08.C.98
LEADERS' ANNOUNCEMENTS


Sickness Management


It was reported that levels of sickness amongst staff had reduced by 40% over the last five years and in 2008/09 an average of 7.6 days sickness absence per staff member had been achieved against a target of 8 days.  Officers were commended on this achievement.


Awards


It was reported that the Council had been shortlisted in two LGC awards:


Transformational Government – Highly Commended


Finance – Commended


The Council had also been shortlisted in the Government Business Awards for Financial Performance where the Council had been commended for its achievements.


Town Centre


The Leader informed Council that recent feedback from a group of residents on the work carried out on town centre regeneration indicated that members of the public were appreciative of the town centre improvements.  Officers were thanked for bringing the Faraday fountain back into working order.


Final meeting of the Council


On behalf of members, the Leader thanked the Mayor for her diligence in conducting Council meetings and carrying out other duties over the last year. 

08.C.99
REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE


None.

08.C.100
EAST KETTERING STRATEGIC DESIGN SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT (SPD)


A report was submitted which sought agreement to the adoption of the East Kettering Strategic Design Supplementary Planning Document.


At the meeting of the Planning Policy Committee held on 24th November 2008, members had noted the consultation responses received on the SPD and accompanying Sustainability Appraisal, and agreed the proposed changes to both documents for recommendation to Council. They had also endorsed the Taylor Young Design guidance as a Companion Guide to the SPD.  


Members debated the potential infrastructure challenges any development in East Kettering would face, in particular on issues of transport, traffic and sewerage, and the consequences for other parts of the Borough if there was inadequate new provision

Following the debate, an amendment was proposed by Councillor Hollobone and seconded by Councillor C Groome:


“that approval of the document be delayed in order for Council to reconsider the SPD.”


The meeting was adjourned at 8.50 pm in order for further information and advice to be sought on the amendment before Council.

(Councillor Corazzo left the meeting at 9.15 pm)

The meeting reconvened at 9.48 pm.

It was proposed by Councillor Hakewill and seconded by Councillor Freer and subsequently

RESOLVED
that the meeting continue beyond 10.00 pm

As a result of further information and advice received, Councillors Hollobone and C Groome agreed to withdraw the amendment.’

A further amendment was proposed by Councillor Hakewill and seconded by Councillor Freer that:-

“the following sentence in paragraph 6.3 of the SPD be deleted – The Borough Council will seek to encourage transport routes to flow through the urban Extension and connect effectively to the existing town center rather than take on the form of an “eastern bypass” and skirt around the outside of the Urban Extension.”

The amendment was unanimously agreed and it was subsequently:

RESOLVED
that the East Kettering Strategic Design Supplementary Planning Document be adopted subject to the deletion of the following sentence in paragraph 6.3 of the document:-


“The Borough Council will seek to encourage transport routes to flow through the urban Extension and connect effectively to the existing town center rather than take on the form of an “eastern bypass” and skirt around the outside of the Urban Extension.”

08.C.101
KETTERING CREDIT CRUNCH SUMMIT



Councillor Pote asked Councillor Hakewill the following question:-


"Could the Leader of the Council summarise what actions the Council has taken to progress the action plan that was developed following the Kettering Credit Crunch Summit"


Councillor Hakewill responded as follows:-


“The Council has implemented/helped facilitate a number of measures to assist the local economy, including:-

a.
Approval of a counter cyclical budget and the new ‘modelling for recovery’ golden rules

b.
Introduction of the pop ‘n’ shop car parking scheme

c.
Hosting the local jobs fair

d.
Developing free courses for local firms

e.

Committing to moving forward with the regeneration of Kettering Town Centre

Councillor Pote asked the following supplementary question:-

“Please could you provide more information on how successfully the actions taken in the reply have been.”

Councillor Hakewill responded as follows:-

“I am delighted to provide more information.  Kettering Borough Council has been recognised as a best practice authority for holding the Credit Crunch Summit.  The pop ‘n’ shop scheme has attracted 9,300 10p users who have used the scheme to pop into town for a short time.  We have held a Jobs Fair in conjunction with Job Centre Plus which was attended by over 300 people.  This was very successful and will happen again.  In relation to the town centre regeneration we acted quickly when the developer went into administration and Weldon Plant, the new contractor, was on site within two weeks.  We are using locally based companies for our contracts.  The mortgage rescue scheme is ongoing and the number of ‘move-on move-in[ opportunities has increased.  The 10-day benefit application turnaround promise is going well.  A Lifeline Adviser and a Tenancy Sustainment Adviser have been appointed.  The Council’s image is improving both locally and nationally and we have a good reputation for delivery.”
08.C.102
ALLEYWAYS AND FOOTPATHS


Councillor Adams asked Councillor Pote the following question:-


"A significant asset to the Council are a number of alleyways and footpaths that connect our housing estates. What actions have been taken to audit the alleyways and footpaths in our inventory and ensure they are correctly lit and safe to use?"


Councillor  Pote responded as follows:-

“Neighbourhood Managers undertake monthly estate inspections covering all the housing estates in the Borough.  Where a need for maintenance and repair work is identified, it is actioned and checked during the following month.

In addition, the text-to-tell scheme, the Kleen Sweep programme (supplemented by the ward walkabouts) provides an opportunity for members of the Council and the public to identify areas of concern.

Councillor Adams asked the following supplementary question.

“Thank you for the answer, but there are other alleyways not connected to Council housing estates which are covered by housing managers.  Could you give more information on these.”

Councillor Pote responded as follows:-

“I will be delighted to speak to officers and my colleagues in the police force and give you further information in this respect.”

08.C.103
INTERNET DOMAIN NAMES


Councillor Corazzo asked Councillor Bullock the following question:-


"What internet domain names are registered to Kettering Borough Council?"


Councillor Bullock responded as follows:-


“The public internet domain name for the Council is www.kettering.gov.uk.”

08.C.104
COMMUNITY COHESION


Councillor Corazzo asked Councillor Roberts the following question.


"What measures are currently in place for community cohesion in Kettering Borough?"


Councillor Roberts responded as follows:-


“I would refer Councillor Corazzo to the Sustainable Community Strategy that was adopted by the Council on 17th December 2008.”
08.C.105
BRAWNGP – AUSTRALIAN GRAND PRIX


Councillor Hakewill proposed, Councillor Roberts seconded and it was subsequently 

RESOLVED
that this Council congratulates the Northamptonshire based BrawnGP Team on its superb performances in the opening Formula One Grand Prix of 2009.  Along with the Milton Keynes based Red Bull success in China, this demonstrates that Northamptonshire and the wider Milton Keynes and South Midlands growth area is a centre of excellence for the motor racing industry.  This success must be used to attract new businesses and jobs to help fulfil this council’s objective of securing infrastructure, jobs and only then new homes in the Borough.
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 10.10 pm)

Signed …………………………………………….

Mayor

AI


(Council No. 6)

29.4.09


