BOROUGH OF KETTERING

at the meeting of the Council of the Borough of Kettering held at the Municipal Offices, Bowling Green Road,  Kettering on 26th February 2009

Present:
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"
G Titcombe

	
"
S Edwards
	
"
K Watts

	
"
T Freer
	
"
J West

	
"
C Groome
	
"
A Wiley

	
"
J Hakewill
	
"
D Zanger

	
"
L Henson
	

	
	

	
	


08.C.72
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Adams, Rennie, Dearing, Lamb, Pote, Smith-Haynes and Talbot.

08.C.73
'HEALTH OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE' – PRESENTATION BY PROFESSOR STEPHEN HORSLEY


Professor Horsley was welcomed to the meeting by the Mayor.


Key findings of the study were outlined, and international comparisons made on premature mortality for a range of diseases.  Inequalities in life expectancy were also evident in different areas of Northamptonshire and those living in the south of the County could expect to live for as much as 5.5 years longer than those living in the north of the County.


Inequalities in life expectancy were also evident in Kettering Borough and strategic themes for addressing inequalities were outlined.


Specific issues discussed during debate were:-

· Safeguarding children and vulnerable adults

· Maternity provision in relation to expected population growth

· Liver disease and the link with binge drinking

· The role of Health Trainers in targeting issues in the most deprived areas

· Working in partnership with, for example, Pubwatch and KeepHealthy@Kettering

· Local statements to take the initiative on measures to reduce binge drinking,

· Kettering Borough Council to set an example in encouraging a healthier lifestyle for its staff


Professor Horsley was thanked for his informative presentation and attendance at the meeting.

08.C.74
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 17th December 2008 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor.

08.C.75
MINUTES OF THE BUDGET CONSULTATION MEETING

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the Budget Consultation meeting held on 22nd January 2009 be approved as a correct record.

08.C.76
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.

08.C.77
MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS


The Mayor announced that it was with sadness that she had to inform members of the death of Mr Mike Pendered, who had passed away recently.  Until his retirement Mike had been a very popular member of staff whose duties had involved acting as a Macebearer and a chauffeur for the Mayor.


The condolences of the Council were extended to Mr Pendered's family and it was noted that the Mayor had already sent a letter to his wife and family.

08.C.78
LEADERS' ANNOUNCEMENTS


The Leader made the following announcements:-

· The Local Government Association had produced a booklet entitled 'Global Slowdown, Local Solutions'.  The recent cross-party support for the Kettering Credit Crunch Summit bestowed well on the Council and members were thanked for their support.

· A major event in partnership with Job Centre Plus was planned for Friday, 6th March.  The event was aimed at people who found themselves out of work and would be attended by major employers in the town

· The Leader deferred to the Portfolio Holder for Customer Access and Equalities, who commended staff for keeping the Council offices open during the recent period of heavy snow and cold weather. 

It was agreed that representatives of staff be invited to the next meeting of the Council to receive the thanks of the Council for their efforts in maintaining services for the public.

08.C.79
REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE


The Chief Executive made the following announcements:-

· All staff had been written to and thanked for their endeavours to maintain public service during the recent period of bad weather

· Kettering Borough Council were committed to working with other agencies to identify the most vulnerable people in the Borough

· Sue Lyons, Head of Democratic and Legal Services and Monitoring Officer, was introduced to Members and welcomed to the Council. 


A request was made for members to receive an updated organisational chart showing recent changes to the organization.

08.C.80
NOMINATION OF DEPUTY MAYOR 2009/10

Councillor Hakewill proposed and Councillor Zanger seconded, and it was subsequently

RESOLVED
that Councillor Shirley Lynch be nominated as Deputy Mayor for 2009/10.

08.C.81
BUDGET PROPOSALS 2009/10 – GENERAL FUND, CAPITAL PROGRAMME AND HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT


A report was submitted which provided details of the Executive's budget proposals for the Council's General Fund, Capital Programme and the Housing Revenue Account for the financial year 2009/10.  The report also included the Council's statutory borrowing limited (referred to as Prudential Indicators), which although a technical issue, needed to be reported to Council in accordance with statutory requirements.


Appendix "D" to the report (the Council Tax draft resolution 2009/10) was circulated at the meeting.


The Leader of the Council outlined the comprehensive consultation on the budget that had taken place, including the Budget Consultation meeting, the attendance of over two hundred people at the town centre shop, which had been opened specifically for consultation on the budget and the comments of the Monitoring and Audit and Executive Committees, which had been taken into account.


The Leader also outlined the external funding that had been attracted to the Borough and the pressures/variables on the budget, which included the following:-

· Concessionary fares

· Waste Collection/Recycling

· Gas contract

· Car parking, including the new pop and shop spaces which had been funded using the savings on VAT

· Homelessness

· Planning fee income

· Housing and Planning Delivery Grant

· Building Control fee income

· Search Fee income

· Investment income

· Borrowing

· External funding of £18 m

The Leader assured Council that efficiency savings would be made wherever possible.

It was proposed by Councillor Hakewill and seconded by Councillor Wiley that the recommendations contained within the report be approved by Council.

An alternative budget was then presented by the Leader of the Opposition.  Councillor West circulated alternative budget proposals for 2009/10 and gave a summary of the pressures on the Council, which were prevalent throughout the world, the country and the county.

Councillor West commended the work of the Council in relation to the Credit Crunch Summit, the work carried out in partnership with Job Centre Plus and thanked officers for their assistance in the preparation of an alternative budget.  He indicated that the alternative proposals focused on unemployment, training and facilities for those who found themselves out of work and also on homelessness, where there was an aspiration to borrow £2m to invest in Council property for the future.

It was then proposed as an Amendment by Councillor West and seconded by Councillor Bishop 

"that the budget proposals as presented be agreed with the following exceptions:-

(i)
the Council Tax increase for 2009/10 be reduced from 4.75% to 3.75% the reduction of income of approx £60,000 to be financed through efficiency savings, with each service area being responsible for savings of approximately £6,000;

(ii)
the proposed increase in Council Tax levels of 4.75% for future years be agreed;

(iii)
£12,000 which was approved at Executive Committee on 18th February 2009 for the opening of the Town Centre be rejected and the £12,000 be invested into Welfare Rights; and

(iv)
General Fund Balances be reduced by £30,000 and earmarked for unemployment schemes in the Borough."

Councillor West was thanked for producing an alternative budget, and discussion on the following issues ensued prior to a vote being taken on the Amendment:-

· Borrowing and targets for efficiency

· Working with Welfare Rights

· Kettering Town Centre and the importance of investment in the current recession

· Government grant

· The financial effects of the recession on local people

· The costs of re-housing families hit by the effects of the recession

· Modelling for recovery in the local economy

· Next Steps and efficiency savings

(Voting: 4 for; 24 against)

The amendment fell.

In conclusion to the debate officers and members were thanked for their input into the budget.

Councillor Christopher Groome then referred to a recent debate by the Monitoring and Audit Committee, where concern had been expressed regarding  £3m of income from housing rents (a quarter of the total) that was payable to the government, ostensibly to address housing need elsewhere in the UK. The subsidy system had ceased to be effective and was now a major burden on local council house tenants

An Amendment to the substantive motion was then proposed by Councillor Christopher Groome and seconded by Councillor Bayes:-

"that this Council notes the concern of the Monitoring and Audit Committee that over £3million of income collected through Council house rents will have to be paid to the Government in the next financial year and invites the Committee to set up a Task and Finish Group with the remit of finding a way to keep this money 'local' (in line with the Council's already adopted 'Modelling for Recovery' principles."

Debate ensued on the Amendment.  It was noted that the Tenants' Forum had also expressed concern that 25% of local housing rent income was currently payable directly to central government and was not being invested in the Borough.  It was also felt that as the Borough was in a growth area, it needed this money to invest in local improvements.

In accordance with Council Procedure Rule No. 19.4 a recorded vote on the Amendment was requested.

(Those in favour of a recorded vote: 19)

(Voting on the Amendment:  For: 24; Not Voting: 5)

The Amendment to the substantive motion was therefore approved.

(For the Amendment:

 Councillors C Groome, R. Groome, Bain, Bayes, Brown, Bullock, Civil, Derbyshire, Edwards, Freer, Hakewill, L Henson, Hollobone, M Lynch, S Lynch, Malin, Marks, Perry, Roberts, Soans, Tebbutt, Titcombe, Wiley and Zanger.

Not Voting:

The Mayor and Councillors Bishop, Corazzo, Watts and West.)

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the General Fund budget for 2009/10 (as detailed in Appendix 'A' of the report be approved;


(ii)
the Capital Programme for 2009-2012 (as detailed in Appendix 'B' of the report be approved;


(iii)
the Housing Revenue Account budget for 2009/10 (as detailed in Appendix 'C' of the report be approved;


(iv)


(i)
that it be noted the Council calculated the following amounts for the year 2009/2010 in accordance with Regulations made under Section 33 (5) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 (the Act):

(a)
30,764 being the amount calculated by the Council, in accordance with Regulation 3 of the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulations 1992, and the Local Authorities (Calculation of Tax Base) (Amendment) Regulations 2003 and (No2) Regulations 2003, as its council tax base for the year.

(b)
Being the amounts calculated by the Council, in accordance with regulation 6 of the Regulations, as the amounts of Council tax base for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which one or more special items relate:

	Parish of
	Tax Base

	Broughton
	777

	Burton Latimer
	2,337

	Geddington, Newton and Little Oakley
	633

	Mawsley
	840


(ii)
that the following amounts be now calculated by the Council for the year 2009/2010 in accordance with Sections 32 to 36 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 (the Act)

(a)
£58,829,300
being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the items set out in Section 32 (2) (a) to (e) of the Act. (Gross expenditure, parish expenses any contingencies, any provision for reserves.)

(b)
£45,450,820
being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the items set out in Section 32 (3) (a) to (c) of the Act. (Gross Income, any use of reserves.)

(c)
£13,378,480
being the amount by which the aggregate at ii (a) above exceeds the aggregate at ii (b) above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with Section 32 (4) of the Act, as its Budget Requirement for the year. (Expenditure less income = net expenditure / budget requirement.)
(d)
£7,242,457
being the aggregate of the sums which the Council estimates will be payable for the year into its General Fund in respect of redistributed non domestic rates, revenue support grant and increased by the amount of any sum which the Council estimates will be transferred from its Collection Fund to its General Fund pursuant to the directions under section 98(4) of the Local Government Finance Act 1988. (Business Rates, Government grant, any special grant, any surplus from Collection Fund.)

(e)
£199.45
being the amount at ii (c) above less the amount at ii (d) above, all divided by the amount at i (a) above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with section 33 (1) of the Act, as the basic amount of its council tax for the year. (Net expenditure including parish precepts, less Business Rates, grants etc, divided by tax base = an average council tax which includes parishes.)
(f)
£31,250
being the aggregate amount of the special items referred to in Section 34 (1) of the Act. (Total amount of parish precepts.)
(g)
£198.44
being the amount at ii (e) above less the result given by dividing the amount at ii (f) above by the amount at i (a) above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with section 34 (2) of the Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which no special item relates. (i.e. the Borough Council's precept of £6,104,808 divided by the Council Tax base of 30,764, This Council's own Council Tax at Band D.)

(h)

being the amounts given by adding to the amount at ii (g) above the amounts of the special item or items relating to dwellings in those parts of the Council's area mentioned above divided in each case by the amount at i (b) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 34(3) of the act, as the basic amounts of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which one or more special item relates. (Council Tax at Band D for those parishes that have issued a precept added to this Council's council tax.)

	Part of the Council's area
	         £

	Broughton
	202.30

	Burton Latimer
	200.69

	Geddington, Newton & Little Oakley
	206.34

	Mawsley
	219.87


	(i)
	Part of the Council's area
	Valuation Bands

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Parish of
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H

	
	
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£

	
	Broughton:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  Borough Precept (£6,104,808)
	132.29
	154.34
	176.39
	198.44
	242.54
	286.64
	330.73
	396.88

	
	  Parish Precept (£3,000)
	2.57
	3.00
	3.43
	3.86
	4.72
	5.58
	6.43
	7.72

	
	Total Broughton
	134.86
	157.34
	179.82
	202.30
	247.26
	292.22
	337.16
	404.60

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Burton Latimer
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  Borough Precept (£6,104,808)
	132.29
	154.34
	176.39
	198.44
	242.54
	286.64
	330.73
	396.88

	
	  Parish Precept (£5,250)
	1.50
	1.75
	2.00
	2.25
	2.75
	3.25
	3.75
	4.50

	
	Total Burton Latimer
	133/70
	156.09
	178.39
	200.69
	245.29
	289.89
	334.48
	401.38

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	Geddington, Newton and Little Oakley
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  Borough Precept (£6,104,808)
	132.29
	154.34
	176.39
	198.44
	242.54
	286.64
	330.73
	396.88

	
	  Parish Precept (£5,000)
	5.27
	6.14
	7.02
	7.90
	9.66
	11.41
	13.17
	15.80

	
	Total Geddington, Newton and Little Oakley
	137.56
	160.48
	183.41
	206.34
	252.20
	298.05
	343.90
	412.68

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Mawsley
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  Borough Precept (£6,104,808)
	132.29
	154.34
	176.39
	198.44
	242.54
	286.64
	330.73
	396.88

	
	  Parish Precept (£18,000)
	14.29
	16.67
	19.05
	21.43
	26.19
	30.95
	35.72
	42.86

	
	Total Mawsley
	146.58
	171.01
	195.44
	219.87
	268.73
	317.59
	366.45
	439.74

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Other Areas / Parishes:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  Borough Precept (£6,104,808)
	132.29
	154.34
	176.39
	198.44
	242.54
	286.64
	330.73
	396.88



being the amounts given by multiplying the amounts at ii (g) and ii (h) above by the number which, in the proportion set out in section 5 (1) of the Act, is applicable to dwellings listed in  a particular valuation band divided by the number which in that proportion is applicable to dwellings listed in valuation band D, calculated by the Council, in accordance with section 36 (1) of the Act, as the amounts to be taken into account for 2009/10 in respect of categories of dwellings listed in different valuation bands.
(iii)
That it be noted that for the year 2009/2010 Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) and Northamptonshire Police Authority (NPA) have stated the following precepts issued to the Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Act for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:
	
	Valuation Bands

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H

	
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£

	NCC (precept £30,558,981)
	662.23
	772.60
	882.97
	993.34
	1,214.08
	1,434.82
	1,655.57
	1,986.68

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NPA (precept £5,742,408)
	124.44
	145.18
	165.92
	186.66
	228.14
	269.62
	311.10
	373.32

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


(iv)
that, having calculated the aggregate in each case of the amounts at ii (i) and iii above, the Council, in accordance with Section 30 (2) of the Local Government and Finance Act 1992, hereby sets the following amounts as the amounts of Council Tax for the year 2009/2010 for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:-

	Part of the Council's Area
	Valuation Bands

	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H

	
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£

	Broughton:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Borough Council
	132.29
	154.34
	176.39
	198.44
	242.54
	286.64
	330.73
	396.88

	  NCC
	662.23
	772.60
	882.97
	993.34
	1,214.08
	1,434.82
	1,655.57
	1,986.68

	  NPA
	124.44
	145.18
	165.92
	186.66
	228.14
	269.62
	311.10
	373.32

	  Parish Precept
	2.57
	3.00
	3.43
	3.86
	4.72
	5.58
	6.43
	7.72

	Total
	921.53
	1,075.12
	1,228.71
	1,382.30
	1,689.48
	1,996.66
	2,303.83
	2,764.60

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Burton Latimer:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Borough Council
	132.29
	154.34
	176.39
	198.44
	242.54
	286.64
	330.73
	396.88

	  NCC
	662.23
	772.60
	882.97
	993.34
	1,214.08
	1,434.82
	1,655.57
	1,986.68

	  NPA
	124.44
	145.18
	165.92
	186.66
	228.14
	269.62
	311.10
	373.32

	  Parish Precept
	1.50
	1.75
	2.00
	2.25
	2.75
	3.25
	3.75
	4.50

	Total
	920.46
	1,073.87
	1,227.28
	1,380.69
	1,687.51
	1,994.33
	2,301.15
	2,761.38

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Geddington, Newton and Little Oakley:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Borough Council
	132.29
	154.34
	176.39
	198.44
	242.54
	286.64
	330.73
	396.88

	  NCC
	662.23
	772.60
	882.97
	993.34
	1,214.08
	1,434.82
	1,655.57
	1,986.68

	  NPA
	124.44
	145.18
	165.92
	186.66
	228.14
	269.62
	311.10
	373.32

	  Parish Precept
	5.27
	6.14
	7.02
	7.90
	9.66
	11.41
	13.17
	15.80

	Total
	924.23
	1,078.26
	1,232.30
	1,386.34
	1,694.42
	2,002.49
	2,310.57
	2,772.68

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mawsley:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Borough Council
	132.29
	154.34
	176.39
	198.44
	242.54
	286.64
	330.73
	396.88

	  NCC
	662.23
	772.60
	882.97
	993.34
	1,214.08
	1,434.82
	1,655.57
	1,986.68

	  NPA
	124.44
	145.18
	165.92
	186.66
	228.14
	269.62
	311.10
	373.32

	  Parish Precept
	14.29
	16.67
	19.05
	21.43
	26.19
	30.95
	35.72
	42.86

	Total
	933.25
	1,088.79
	1,244.33
	1,399.87
	1,710.95
	2,022.03
	2,333.12
	2,799.74

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other Areas / Parishes:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Borough Council
	132.29
	154.34
	176.39
	198.44
	242.54
	286.64
	330.73
	396.88

	  NCC
	662.23
	772.60
	882.97
	993.34
	1,214.08
	1,434.82
	1,655.57
	1,986.68

	  NPA
	124.44
	145.18
	165.92
	186.66
	228.14
	269.62
	311.10
	373.32

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	918.96
	1,072.12
	1,225.28
	1,378.44
	1,684.76
	1,991.08
	2,297.40
	2,756.88

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



(v)
the Prudential Borrowing Indicators for 2009/10 as detailed in Appendix 'E' of the report be approved;


(vi)
the Medium Term Financial Forecasts, as detailed in the Budget Book at Appendix 'A' be received; and


(vii)
the report of the Council's Responsible Financial Officer as detailed at Appendix 'F' be received; and


(viii)
the concern of the Monitoring and Audit Committee that over £3million of income collected through Council house rents will have to be paid to the Government in the next financial year be noted and the Committee be invited to set up a Task and Finish Group with the remit of finding a way to keep this money 'local' (in line with the Council's already adopted 'Modelling for Recovery' principles.

(Voting: For 24; Not Voting 5)

(For the Motion:

Councillors C Groome, R. Groome, Bain, Bayes, Brown, Bullock, Civil, Derbyshire, Edwards, Freer, Hakewill, L Henson, Hollobone, M Lynch, S Lynch, Malin, Marks, Perry, Roberts, Soans, Tebbutt, Titcombe, Wiley and Zanger.

Not Voting:

The Mayor and Councillors Bishop, Corazzo, Watts and West.)
08.C.82
NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE SUSTAINABLE DESIGN SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT


A report was submitted which sought agreement to the adoption of the North Northamptonshire Sustainable Design Supplementary Planning Document.

RESOLVED
that the North Northamptonshire Sustainable Design Supplementary Planning Document be adopted.

(Councillor C Groome left the meeting at 9.15 pm)

08.C.83
UPDATING THE CONSTITUTION – LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP EXECUTIVE BOARD AND KETTERING BOROUGH STUDENT COUNCIL


A report was submitted which sought agreement to proposed amendments to the Council's Constitution in respect of the Local Strategic Partnership Executive Board and the Kettering Borough Student Council.

RESOLVED
that the changes to the Constitution be approved as detailed in the Appendix to these minutes.

08.C.84
ILLEGAL ON-STREET CAR SELLERS AND REPAIRERS


Councillor Corazzo asked Councillor Brown the following question:-


"How many enforcements has Kettering Borough Council taken against illegal on-street car sellers and repairers since the power to do so was vested in them by the cleaner Neighbourhoods Act?"


Councillor Brown responded as follows:-


"Both the Council and Trading Standards (County Council) have undertaken a number of investigations - no prosecutions or formal action have resulted. 


The Council continues to proactively work with local garages on this issue, this has included providing information and advice about possible offences and the penalties if found to be committing an offence.


The Council continues to work in partnership with other Northamptonshire Councils through the Abandoned Vehicle Group to try to address this issue collectively. 


Should Councillors become aware of this form of activity they should promptly contact the Head of Environmental Services rather than wait for a Council meeting."
08.C.85
ONE PLANET LIVING


Councillor Corazzo asked Councillor Brown the following question:-


"What principles of one planet living has Kettering Borough Council adopted since passing a motion on this in 2007?"


Councillor  Brown responded as follows:-

"Since 2007 the Council has made good progress in delivering its priorities on green issues that are in line with the principles of “one planet living”.

For example, the Council has championed and supported a number of community projects including: The E.ON smart meter initiative, the only one of its kind in the Country and the Burton Wold Community Fund which is helping to implement green initiatives in the homes and community groups of Burton Latimer.  

The Council has also recently launched its Greener Borough Service from its town centre shop, and this is now available from all of the Council’s Customer Services Centres and via its website. The Council is also working with the Groundwork Trust to help develop the service and reach out to local communities, schools and businesses.

The Council set up an Eco-Task and Finish Group, produced an action plan and has signed up to the Nottingham Declaration on Climate Change.


As well as carbon reduction initiatives, the Council has also made good progress in other areas of “one planet living” such as waste minimisation, retaining culture and heritage, delivering equity and fair trade, promoting health and happiness and preserving and developing natural habitats and wildlife."


Councillor Corazzo then asked a supplementary question as follows:-


"Councillor Brown, what do you understand by one planet living?"


Councillor Brown responded as follows:-


"These are the ten objectives for the planet regarding zero carbon; sustainable transport; food from renewable sources; waste management and recycling; preservation of natural habitat and wildlife; culture and heritage, eg the Market Place timeline and Fairtrade.


We must make every effort to save the planet for future generations."

08.C.86
REVIEWING COUNCIL POLICY – RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE


Councillor Corazzo asked Councillor Hakewill the following question:-


"How successful has the Research and Development committee been in reviewing forward-looking council policy options since it was rebranded from the Policy and Improvement Committee?"


Councillor Hakewill responded as follows:-


"Very."


Councillor Corazzo asked a supplementary question as follows:-


"I would say there have been no policy recommendations since rebranded.  What a disgrace."


Councillor Hakewill responded as follows:-


"There have been very successful Task and Finish Groups, for example on Planning which has been incredibly successful.  
08.C.87
AFFORDABLE HOUSING


Councillor Corazzo asked Councillor Hakewill the following question in the absence of Councillor C Smith-Haynes.


"How many new, affordable housing units have been built within Avondale Grange Ward since May 2007?"


Councillor Hakewill responded as follows:-


"Since April 2008 19 new affordable homes have been completed in the Avondale Grange Ward. Members may also wish to know that the number of new affordable homes completed in the Borough has increased dramatically over the last five years, from just 18 per year in 2003/4 to over 200 projected for this financial year (180 of which have already been completed)."

08.C.88
REVENUE SPENDING


Councillor Corazzo asked Councillor Hakewill the following question:-


"How has the money saved from the removal of political assistant posts in April 2008 been spent?"


Councillor Hakewill responded as follows:-


"The money has yet to be spent. The work on a Next Steps review of Democratic Services was paused to allow the new Head of Service the opportunity to be fully involved.  The review will re-commence shortly."


Councillor Corazzo asked the following supplementary question:-


In the budget speech last year the Leader said there would be an enhancement made to the Scrutiny function.  Why have you failed to do this?"


Councillor Hakewill responded as follows:-


"There has been no failure."

08.C.89
ENERGY CONSUMPTION – MUNICIPAL OFFICES


Councillor Corazzo asked Councillor Brown the following question:-


"Assuming that our electricity bill is above £1,000,000 per annum, what preparations is Kettering Borough Council making to ensure that we meet the Carbon Reduction Commitment?"


Councillor C Brown responded as follows:-


"This is an incorrect assumption - the Council’s budget for this year is in the region of £200,000. 


The Council Offices in Bowling Green Road consume a large amount of electricity and have a very poor carbon footprint. This is one of the reasons why the Council is looking to develop an enhanced customer services presence in the town centre, and develop a shared back office service with partners, both in more environmentally friendly premises.


The Council is committed to minimising its electricity usage in order to reduce its carbon footprint, costs and environmental impact. Examples include;

a. Installation of motion sensors.

b. low energy lighting. 

c. Conscious choices made re: purchases of equipment such as computers and photocopiers.

d. Educational activities for staff in order to help reduce energy usage.


The Council has worked closely with the Carbon Trust and has had energy efficiency surveys carried out on its key properties."

08.C.90
REFURBISHMENT OF ROSEWOOD PLACE, KETTERING


Councillor Corazzo asked Councillor Hakewill the following question in the absence of Councillor Smith-Haynes:-

"What progress has been made on the refurbishment of Rosewood Place in Avondale Grange Ward, Kettering?  The capital programme for 2008-09 contained a provision for £110,000 of environmental improvements to this road, which has been plagued by scruffy street scene and antisocial behaviour."

Councillor Hakewill responded as follows:-

"Following a consultation with residents it was clear that the more work was required than we had originally budgeted for. As a result, the original budget of £110,000 has been increased to £133,000 and is included in the Capital Programme for 2009/10.  I trust that Councillors Corazzo and Adams will welcome this increased investment in their ward.  Should they wish myself and the Leader to help keep residents in touch with issues in the Avondale Ward they have only to ask."

Councillor Corazzo asked the following supplementary question:-

"When will this work take place.  It is desperately needed."

Councillor Hakewill responded as follows:-

"It is in the capital programme."

08.C.91
KETTERING TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB


It was proposed by Councillor Hollobone and seconded by Councillor Hakewill that:-


"This Council congratulates Kettering Town Football Club, the Poppies, on their fantastic success in getting to the fourth round of the FA Cup and so valiantly twice coming back to even the score against Fulham.  Their success has taken Kettering's name to the forefront of the football world and we wish them well in their future matches."


A point of order was raised that the motion proposed had also been debated at the previous meeting.  However, the point of order was over-ruled as the previous resolution had been in relation to all sports and not just football.


It was therefore

RESOLVED
that the Council congratulates Kettering Town Football Club, the Poppies, on their fantastic success in getting to the fourth round of the FA Cup and so valiantly twice coming back to even the score against Fulham.  Their success has taken Kettering's name to the forefront of the football world and we wish them well in their future matches.
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 9.40 pm)

Signed …………………………………………….

Mayor

AI


(Council No. 1)

26.2.09


