Date of Publication: 17th April 2009

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

MINUTES AND

RECORD OF DECISIONS TAKEN

	DATE OF MEETING
	15th April 2009
	From 7.00 pm to 8.32 pm


IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillor Alison Wiley 
	Growth – Sustainable Communities Plan

	Councillor Jonathan Bullock
	Customer Services and Communications

	Councillor Mark Dearing 
	Economy

	Councillor Russell Roberts
	Community and Rural

	Councillor Cedwien Brown
	Environment

	Councillor Mary Malin
	Partnerships, Performance and Resources

	Councillor Alan Pote
	Public Protection


APOLOGIES:

	Councillor James Hakewill
	Leader of the Council

	Councillor Chris Smith-Haynes
	Housing Standards


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillors Linda Adams, Terry Freer, Michael Tebbutt, Keli Watts and Derek Zanger.  Eight  members of the public were also in attendance


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (EXECUTIVE MEMBERS):

	Councillor Mary Malin
	Personal interest as the Council’s representative on the Management Board of the Welfare Rights Advisory Service


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OTHER MEMBERS):

	None
	


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OFFICERS):

	None
	


	IMPORTANT NOTE

PLEASE NOTE: Decisions will become effective after 5.00 pm on Monday, 27th April 2009 unless a request to call-in the decision has been made by then.




ALEX GORDON

Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Chair of the Executive Committee announced that Alex Gordon, who had served the Borough as an ex-Mayor and had been a Councillor for 27 years, had died on Friday, 11th April 2009. 

The Chair paid tribute to Mr Gordon and expressed the Committee’s condolences to his wife and family.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	I’M A COUNCILLOR … GET ME OUT OF HERE EVENT FEEDBACK

(referred from Research and Development Committee)

	08.RD.71


	-
	5
	


RESOLVED:

that:-



(i)
an informative leaflet be produced and circulated to all schools in the Borough, based on the issues raised during the 2008 ‘I’m a Councillor – Get Me Out of Here’ event;


(ii)
the issues raised by young people be considered in future strategy development;


(iii)
all strategies be tested against the views of young people through the existing Youth Council and the Kettering Schools Federation;


(iv)
the enlarged Youth Council be included as part of the Council’s formal consultation processes; and


(v)
the Council participate in future events as part of Local Democracy Week.

REASONS

To endorse and approve the recommendations of the Research and Development Committee.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	FORWARD PLAN AND WORK PROGRAMME

	08.RD.72


	-
	7
	


RESOLVED:
that the draft Forward Plan and Work Programme for the period 17h April 2009 to 31St August 2009 be noted.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	DELIVERING TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION – SUITE 16 (REPORT AND UPDATE)

	08.RD.73


	A08/057
	8
	


A report was submitted which informed members of progress to date on Suite 16 and which sought approval to progress the Market Place buildings through the design and planning stages.  The report also sought approval for the delivery strategy for the Market Place buildings.

The report was supplemented by an updated report at the meeting.

RESOLVED

that the Executive Committee:


(i)
support the continued investment in, and delivery of, town centre projects through the Suite 16.


(ii)
approve the progression of the Market Place Buildings project through the design and planning stages; and


(iii)
that the preferred delivery option for the Market Place buildings is for the Council to progress the project itself but that the option to use an investment partner should remain a reserve option at this stage.

REASONS

It was recognised that the development of the Market Place Buildings was in accordance with the emerging Area Action Plan (AAP). When the AAP was approved - following public examination by the Planning Inspectorate - the AAP would be part of Kettering Borough Council’s Development Plan. 

The Design Brief that was approved at Planning Policy Committee would now be a material consideration when the planning application for the Market Place Buildings was considered. 

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

To find an investment partner.

Future alternative options to close the funding gap even further were also noted and discussed.  These were:-

· The build and sale of the residential units

· Operators to fit out the restaurant units themselves

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	HOUSING RENTS REVISION

	08.RD.74


	A08/066
	9
	


The Committee considered a report which responded to the Government’s proposal to halve the level of the Council Rent increases for 2009/10 and which sought to set a new rent in line with the Council’s constitution.

The proposed new rent increase had been received by the Tenant’s Forum at its meeting on 10th April 2009 without comment.

RESOLVED:

that the revised average rent increase of 3.25% for 2009/10 be approved.

REASONS

To respond to government policy and to set a revised rent increase in accordance with the Council’s constitution.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	RESIDENTS’ PARKING

	08.RD.75


	A08/065
	10
	


The Committee considered a report which gave details of the results of consultation and which sought approval for officers to progress the implementation of revised schemes, in conjunction with Northamptonshire County Council.

SPEAKERS:

Mr C McGlynn



Mr G Beeby



Mr I Wilson



Mr Vincent



Councillor Keli Watts

The following issues as raised by speakers were discussed and taken into account in consideration of the options presented in the report.

· Problems of parking in the hospital area were mainly confined to day times and may be made worse by staff parking on the roads

· Signage and white/yellow lines should be introduced quickly

· The projected number of permit holders seemed low in proportion to the extended areas

· The number of permits allowed per household should be ascertained

· Enforcement was a big issue and schemes would not work unless enforced

· Access for emergency vehicles, carers, property maintenance and other temporary vehicles to properties must be ensured and provided for

The speakers were thanked for their attendance at the meeting.

The Committee urged the County Council to begin work as soon as possible in order to progress residents’ parking schemes.

RESOLVED

that:


(i)
the continuation of all existing schemes on existing permit conditions pending the implementation of any new schemes be agreed;


(ii)
the implementation of enforcement model Option 2 as outlined in the report (new Kettering Borough Council enforced schemes, with 20 hours out of hours enforcement and 18.5 hours back-office support) be approved; and


(iii)
residents’ parking zones be introduced in the areas marked in green on the maps attached to the report, subject to the County Council’s agreement. .

REASONS

To respond to residents’ requests and, based on these, implement a scheme of residents’ parking in the Borough.

To take into account the views of speakers as raised at the meeting.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

Option 1:  New Kettering Borough Council enforced schemes, 20 hours out of hours enforcement with full time back office support.

Option 3:   New Kettering Borough Council enforced schemes, with full time back office support.

Option 4:  New police enforced schemes.

Option 5:  Maintain current schemes with existing enforcement provision.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	AWARDS OF VOLUNTARY SECTOR GRANTS

	08.RD.76


	A08/065
	11
	


(Councillor Malin declared a personal interest in this item as a Council appointee to the management committee of the Welfare Rights

Advisory Service))

The Committee considered the award of a grant for the neighbourhood Watch Specification and the use of the contingency fund to support the Credit Crunch Summit Action Plan.

RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
an annual grant of £5,400 be awarded to Neighbourhood Watch – Northamptonshire North for the period 2009/10 to 2012/13; and


(ii)
an amount of £4,950 be awarded to Kettering Welfare Rights for 2009/10 to deliver the specification as appended to the report.

REASONS:

The Community Safety Partnership Three Year Plan 2008/2011 included within the Strategic Objective of tackling acquisitive crime and violence, an action which sought to support and develop neighbourhood watch schemes.

The Credit Crunch Summit Action Plan included the objective of ensuring capacity for increased demand for services.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

Not to make the awards. 
	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	IMPROVING YOUR WASTE AND RECYCLING SERVICES – WASTE AND RECYCLING COMMUNICATION AND EDUCATION PROCEDURE

	08.RD.77


	A08/064
	12
	


The Committee considered a procedure for encouraging householders to participate in the Council’s comprehensive household waste and recycling service.

A letter received from Northamptonshire Police Arson Task Force was circulated at the meeting.

Minor amendments were discussed which included: clarification of the time that bins should be placed outside properties; the inclusion of an indicative cost per bin to landfill and the need to continue to lobby nationally for a reduction in supermarket packaging.

SPEAKER:

Councillor Michael Tebbutt (Chair of the Recycling Task and Finish Group)

RESOLVED:

that the Waste and Recycling Communication and Education Procedure be adopted, subject to minor amendments.

REASONS:

The adoption of the procedure is in line with the Council’s corporate priorities.  In addition, the 2007 Recycling Task and Finish Group considered it essential that a Communications and Education procedure be adopted after the scheme had settled down and the last of the specialist vehicles was operation and the scheme had been fully implemented.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 (AS AMENDED) 

	08.RD.77


	-
	-
	


RESOLVED:

that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that it involved items of business which included the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by paragraphs 1-7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Local Government Act 1972 (as amended)

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	BURTON LATIMER SURGERY

	08.RD.78


	A08/062
	13
	


The Committee considered a report which sought approval to acquire the former surgery building in Burton Latimer.  It was noted that the building would then be rented to Burton Latimer Town Council for a combined civic, community and leisure use in return for a market rent.

In discussion it was considered that this was a unique opportunity to work with Burton Latimer Town Council and to use Section 106 money towards the cost of acquisition to support the provision of leisure facilities in Burton Latimer.  However it was felt that a precedent should not be set by the decision taken and all future property acquisitions should continue to be considered on their merits.

SPEAKER:

Councillor Derek Zanger

RESOLVED:

that:


(i)
the former surgery building in Burton Latimer be acquired;


(ii)
a full repairing lease be entered into with Burton Latimer Town Council for a five year period on the basis of the Heads of Terms appended to the report, and authority be delegated to the Head of Democratic and Legal Services to agree the final terms of the lease; and


(iii)
the purchase be funded through a combination of Section 106 monies identified for leisure purposes towards the acquisition and the remainder from existing Kettering Borough Council capital monies (by means of a virement).

REASONS

Section 106 monies had been secured from developers towards sports and leisure provision in Burton Latimer and it was permissible to utilise this money towards the costs of acquisition.  The emerging leisure facilities strategy showed that there was not a shortage of sports halls serving Burton Latimer; however there was a shortage of general leisure and community meeting space, and Section 106 funds could be used for this purpose.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

Not to agree the proposals. 
Signed …………………………………

Chair

Record of Decisions No. 7
15.4.09


