Date of Publication: 13th March 2009

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

RECORD OF DECISIONS

	DATE OF MEETING
	11th March 2009
	From 7.00 pm to 8.40 pm


IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillor James Hakewill
	Leader of the Council

	Councillor Alison Wiley 
	Growth – Sustainable Communities Plan

	Councillor Russell Roberts
	Community and Rural

	Councillor Mary Malin
	Partnerships, Performance and Resources

	Councillor Alan Pote
	Public Protection


APOLOGIES:

	Councillor Jonathan Bullock
	Customer Services and Communications

	Councillor Mark Dearing 
	Economy

	Councillor Cedwien Brown
	Environment

	Councillor Chris Smith-Haynes
	Housing Standards


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillor Keli Watts


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (EXECUTIVE MEMBERS):

	Councillor Alan Pote
	Personal interest item 11: Member of Rothwell Town Council

	Councillor Mary Malin
	Personal interest item 11: Spouse member of Desborough Town Council

	Councillor Russell Roberts
	Personal interest item 11: Member of Barton Seagrave Parish Council


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OTHER MEMBERS):

	None
	


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OFFICERS):

	None
	


	IMPORTANT NOTE

PLEASE NOTE: Decision Numbers 08.RD.63 and 08.RD.70 are decisions taken under the special urgency provisions and are therefore exempt from call-in. 

PLEASE NOTE: Decisions will become effective after 5.00 pm on Monday, 23rd March 2009 unless a request to call-in the decision has been made by then.




	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	MATTERS OF URGENCY

	08.RD.62


	-
	3
	


The Chair indicated that he had accepted two supplementary items of special urgency as defined by Section 100B 4(b) of the Local Government Act 1972:-

1. Housing Rents 2009/10

2. Suite 16 Delivery

The reasons for special urgency are indicated in the decision records.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	HOUSING RENTS 2009/10

	08.RD.63


	-
	Supplementary

(1)
	


The reason for considering this item under the special urgency provisions was action may be required in respect of this matter before the date of the next meeting.

RESOLVED:
that:-

(i) the Head of Housing Services be given delegated authority to take whatever steps are necessary to implement changes to the 2009/10 rent levels (either directly or indirectly) arising from the changes announced by the Government; and
(ii) this Council calls upon the Local Government Association to seek full reimbursement for all costs associated with this U turn in Government policy.
REASONS:

On Friday 6th March, the Government unexpectedly announced support for councils to enable them to cut their planned Council House rent increases by half from April 2009.
The Executive was advised that bills had been produced and sent to tenants to enable the Council to comply with the statutory 28 day notice period for the new rent levels.  The reduction in the rent will require this process to be repeated, which will incur additional costs.  The Executive expressed the wish that this should be brought to the Government’s attention.
ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	FORWARD PLAN AND WORK PROGRAMME

	08.RD.64

	-
	7
	


RESOLVED:
that the draft Forward Plan and Work Programme for the period 18th March 2009 to 31st July 2009 be noted.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	SERVICE PLANS

	08.RD.65

	-
	8
	


RESOLVED
that the Executive approve the 2009/10 service plans
REASONS

The service plans play an important role in the delivery of the Council’s ambitions and key commitments.

The service plans make the vital golden thread between higher level ambition and day-to-day activity of the Council.
The delivery of the service plans has the potential to have a significant impact on citizens in the borough.
The service plans help keep the Council focused on the delivery of its policy commitments as set out in its corporate priorities, the Local Area Agreement and Sustainable Community Strategy.
ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	DELIVERING TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION – SUITE 16

	08.RD.66

	A08/057
	9
	


RESOLVED
that:

(i) the Executive support the continued investment in, and delivery of, town centre projects through Suite 16; and
(ii) the Executive endorse the design parameters for the new Market Place Buildings; and

(iii) the council advertises the opportunity to submit proposals to run the Antiques Centre pilot.
REASONS

The Executive were informed that the design process for the Market Place Buildings would include a requirement for the developers to appoint an architect suitably qualified to deliver the design parameters set down by the council.
The Executive considered options to bring forward the proposal to open an antiques centre at 1 Horsemarket.  Members agreed that the opportunity to run the market should be advertised locally to test the market and provide an open and competitive process.
ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	TREASURY MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 2009/2010

	08.RD.67

	A08/059
	10
	


RESOLVED:
that:-

(i) the Treasury Management Policy Statement as detailed in Appendix A of the report be approved; and 
(ii) the Annual Treasury and Investment Strategy as detailed in Appendix B of the report be approved.

REASONS

To put in place a Treasury Management Strategy for 2009/10.
To put in place the policies to ensure proper financial management.

The Executive commended the finance team on its financial performance in the difficult economic climate.
ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	TOWN AND PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING - REVIEW

	08.RD.68

	A08/060
	11
	


RESOLVED
that: -

(i) a review be undertaken of the different options available; and
(ii) the Executive endorse the summary timetable detailed in Appendix A of the report with formal consultation commencing in June 2009
REASONS

To review the Town and Parish Council funding arrangements as the current funding system was due to expire at the end of March 2010.
ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 (AS AMENDED) 

	08.RD.69

	-
	-
	


RESOLVED:
that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that it involved items of business which included the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by paragraphs 1-7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Local Government Act 1972 (as amended)

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	SUITE 16 DELIVERY ISSUES

	08.RD.70

	-
	Supplementary

(2)
	


The reason for considering this item under the special urgency provisions was action may be required in respect of this matter before the date of the next meeting.

SPEAKER:
Councillor Keli Watts
RESOLVED:
that the Executive note the actions taken to date and give authority to the Monitoring Officer to take whatever action is necessary to ensure the completion of the works recognising there may be a need to waive Council’s contract procedure rules.
REASONS

The Executive received a report on the implications of the administration on Wrekin Construction.  It was noted that the council had the option to terminate the contract with Wrekin, or to proceed with the contract in the event the administrators when in a position to resume the works.  Members expressed support for continuation with Wrekin if this was considered to be the best option for the council.
Members expressed their concern regarding the impact of the administration or local business and employees.
ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.
Record of Decisions No. 2
11.03.09


