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B O R O U G H  O F  K E T T E R I N G

EAST KETTERING LIAISON FORUM

Meeting held: 17th July 2008 
Present:

Core Group:

Sir Peter Fry (Cranford Parish Council) (Chair) 

Jeff Baynham (Burton Latimer Action Group)

Peter Chew (Weekley Parish Council)

Bill Driver (CPRE)
Aldred Drummond (Alledge Brook)
Kaarin Goodburn (Poplars Farm Action Group)

Councillor Sir David Gunn (Burton Latimer Town Council) 
Councillor Ursula Jones (Warkton Parish Council)

Tom Kelly (Burton Latimer Action Group)

Alan Meninick (Ise Lodge Residents Association)

Reverend Martin Perris (Churches Together in Kettering)

Max Price (Grafton Underwood Parish Council)

Councillor Bob Seery (Northamptonshire County Council)

Associate Group
Councillor Linda Adams (Avondale Grange Ward)

Councillor Jonathan Bullock (Queen Eleanor Buccleuch)
Councillor Robert Civil CC (Ise Ward and Ise Electoral Division)

Councillor Paul Corazzo (Avondale Grange Ward)

Councillor Christopher Groome (Burton Ward)

Councillor Roy Mayhew CC (Grange Division)

Councillor Alison Wiley (Welland)
Members of the Public

Peter Quincey

Derek Hilling
Steven Binder
KBC Officers

Martin Hammond (Deputy Chief Executive)

Cath Harvey (Head of Development Services)

Sarah Frankham (Forum Administrator)

08.EKLF.12
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Claire Gilbey (NET Tenants’ and Residents’ Association) and Alan Wordie (Buccleuch Estates)
08.EKLF.13
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING


RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the 
East Kettering Liaison Forum held on 19th March 2008 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
08.EKLF.14
MATTERS ARISING

Councillor Adams thanked the officers of the Council for the delivery of the consultation leaflets on East Kettering design policies  through every door in the Avondale Grange Ward.

08.EKLF.15
PLANNING APPLICATION
Cath Harvey, the Borough Council’s Head of Development Services updated the Forum on the position regarding the resubmitted plans.
The corridor for the Eastern Avenue had been removed from the new plans, and a central road corridor placed within the site instead, linking to a Weekley and Warkton bypass,  which would connect the development to the Kettering northern bypass.    
It was agreed by the meeting that they would prefer to see the retention of an eastern bypass around Kettering. Although this new central route was designed purely for local traffic, it was felt that traffic from the north may still use it as a short cut and would now be channelled right into the centre of the new development.  It was also noted that a change to the application such as this should ideally be subject to public scrutiny.
The Forum was informed that it was unlikely the County Council could fund an Eastern Avenue.  

It was noted that although the original Eastern Avenue would have acted as a physical boundary when the development was first built, this would not necessarily have precluded any eventual extension of the development beyond that road.  

In response to a question, it was confirmed to members of the Forum that only the current application could be discussed at present, and that it was impossible to discuss applications that may or may not be submitted at any point in the future.  It was also confirmed as impossible at this stage to be able to guarantee now a limit on further expansion of the development at any time in the future.

However, it was noted that if any further applications were received at any point in the future, they would be considered using due processes.  
This would include adherence to the agreed Core Spatial Strategy and the requirement to keep open spaces between the town of Kettering and the villages of Weekley, Warkton and Cranford. 

There was debate on the continuing need to press government for infrastructure support, especially on road and transport, prior to housing being built – it was acknowledged that some development could take place at east Kettering without any further infrastructure investment occurring, but this was undesirable and outwith the spirit of the Sustainable Communities plan. It was noted that a bid for Government grant for the Weekley and Warkton bypass had been made by NCC and NNDC. 

The Highways Authority and the Highways Agency had both been re-consulted now that amended plans had been received and their input was considered crucial.  Therefore it was 

RESOLVED
that The Highways Authority and the Highways Agency would be invited to the next meeting of the Forum which would be focussed on Transport Issues.  
The Head of Development Services reported that the “Park & Ride” site was not included in the re-submitted plan and the Forum agreed to discuss this further at the next meeting. 

It was also noted that although there is a downturn in both the construction industry and the housing market, this was felt to be relatively short term and that the East Kettering site was a long term development, with little work on site possible within a year of any planning consent being granted and no marketing of properties for a further year after work starts.   
Alledge Brook confirmed that funding was being sought from the Government, particularly for two City Academies in the Kettering area and also for health facilities , and this would help to develop the site.
08.EKLF.16
SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT
Cath Harvey reported that a series of consultation events had started to take place, and key issues raised included 

· infrastructure, 

· sewage and water, 

· traffic

· impact on wildlife and countryside

· density of homes.

Interest had been shown in schools, affordable houses and types of homes available.  

Responses will be analysed at the end of the consultation period and will be published later in the year.

08.EKLF.17
PARISHING ARRANGEMENTS
The meeting noted the contents of the report “Parishing Arrangements – Community Governance Reviews” and that the Borough Council had not 
yet formulated an answer to the recent White Paper for the Community.  

It was felt that Cranford Parish would be swamped by the new East Kettering development, which was largely in the rural part of the Borough rather than the urban area.

The precedent set recently in Mawsley was discussed, whereby an area of the affected parish was sectioned off to create a new parish.  
It was agreed that it would be for local residents of East Kettering to decide if they wanted a parish council for the new development or not. 

Through discussion, it was noted that one option worth consideration at a later date was to take part of Cranford parish into the unparished area of Kettering just as the development started, and then seek the views of the new residents as to parishing arrangements once a sufficient number of people were living there.  
08.EKLF.18
SITE VISIT 
It was felt that it would be useful to see the location first hand.  It was therefore 

AGREED
that the next meeting would include a site visit, which would start and finish at the Municipal Offices and would include debating time after the tour.
08.EKLF.19
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Bio-diversity / Wildlife
The impact that this development would have on wildlife and the bio-diversity was noted, and it was 

AGREED 
to discuss this at a future meeting.

08.EKLF.20
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
It was noted that the next meeting would be on 17th September 2008 at the Municipal Offices.
(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 8.47pm)

Signed__________________________________

Chair of the Forum
SCF
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