
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

KETTERING TOWN FORUM

Meeting held – 3rd November 2008
Present:
Borough Councillors


Cllr Philip Hollobone (Chair) (From 7.15pm)


Cllr David Bishop

Cllr Robert Civil

Cllr Paul Corazzo

Cllr Scott Edwards

Cllr Terry Freer

Cllr Shirley Lynch


Cllr Mary Malin


Cllr Paul Marks


Cllr Gil Rennie


Cllr Chris Smith-Haynes

Cllr Greg Titcombe

Cllr Keli Watts
Cllr Jonathan West

Northamptonshire County Councillors


Cllr Eileen Hales MBE

Representatives of Member Organisations 

Sergeant Scott Davidson (Kettering Police)


Graham Bale (Kettering Taxi Association)


Eleanor Patrick (Churches Together)
                                           Mick Scrimshaw (Chamber of Trade)


Sybil Gregory (Kettering Disabled Groups)

Halina Tubbs (Rural Forum)


Also Present


Martin Hammond (Deputy Chief Executive- KBC)


Chris Stopford (Environmental Services Manager-KBC)

Ian White (Forum Administrator- KBC)

Lawrence John (Herald and Post)
                                           16 members of the public
08.KTF.22       CHAIR OF THE FORUM
Members of the Forum were notified that the Chair, Councillor Hollobone had been delayed, and until such time as he arrived, it was agreed that Councillor Freer would Chair the meeting in the absence of the Deputy Chair, who was unable to attend.
08.KTF.23
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from the Mayor, Councillors Bain, Bayes, Larry Henson, Matt Lynch, Roy Mayhew CC, Bill Parker CC, Revd. Dominic Barrington, Neil Griffin, Paul Ansell and Maxine Aldred.. 
08.KTF. 24
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Forum held on 1st September 2008 be approved and signed by the Chair, subject to an amendment to the second page of the appendix to the minutes which should have read that Councillor Paul Marks had stated that the entire motion would lead to more spending and less revenue, rather than just a review of parking charges.
08.KTF. 25
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Watts declared a personal interest in item 6 as she lived within a Residents Parking zone.
Councillor West declared an interest in Item 6 as an employee of Kettering General Hospital which was adjacent to a potential Residents Parking zone.
08.KTF. 26 
PUBLIC SPEAKERS

The Forum was notified that as it was a meeting open to the public that anyone who wished to, would be able to speak.
08.KTF.27
UPDATE ON LOCAL POLICING ISSUES
Members of the Forum received a report on local crime statistics for the Kettering Town area. Sergeant Scott Davidson was at the meeting and presented the report to the Forum. 


   In discussion of the report the following items were noted:
· The criteria including in the statistics had been calculated on a like-for-like basis from the previous year
· The Priority Crime Team was focusing strongly on three major areas, namely Burglary Dwelling, Auto Crime and Robbery and it was hoped that this would lead to a reduction in these particular categories
· The Safer Communities Teams had taken these priorities on board and were seeing an effect on crime
· The definition of drug offences  included all categories of this type of crime
· In relation to drug offences, the Police attempted not to criminalize young people who had been arrested in relation to this type of crime, especially less serious offences
· It was noted that the detection rate for drug offences was usually high due to the nature of those offences

· It was noted that there had been a reduction in shoplifting and violence in the William Knibb Ward which was not expected to impact on adjacent Wards 

· It was agreed to provide figures to the next meeting of the Forum that provided a comparison to other County Forces with regard to detection rates and types of crime
· It was noted that the Northants Forces comparative performance in detecting crimes had generally improved in recent times
(Prior to consideration of the next item, the Chair of the Forum, Councillor Hollobone had arrived at the meeting, and took the Chair for the rest of the meeting)

08.KTF.28 
RESIDENTS PARKING SCHEMES 

Members of the Forum received a report that updated them with regard to progress on the consultation in respect of Residents Parking schemes, and which sought views on what steps should be taken next.

Details of steps already taken with regard to consultation of residents in the proposed zones were submitted, along with a presentation with regard to the initial results.

Having received the presentation, and heard the views of those residents present at the meeting, and Forum members, the following items were noted and would be included in the consultation results where appropriate:-
· Residents in Dryden Street were in favour of retaining its existing scheme that only covered one side of the street
· The need to provide bays for parking in some locations would be considered to enable some people to park adjacent to their properties

· Details were provided in respect of how definite the status was of the streets that were earmarked for exclusion 
· Consideration would be given to providing concessions on the fees to be charged for permits

· It was noted that dialogue would continue with residents as particular schemes were developed
· The number of wardens would be a function of how many households were covered by a scheme

· The status of Blue Badge Holders in respect of the areas where schemes were introduced, was outlined; including non-resident Blue badge holders
· Given the current level of Police resources, it was not possible for PCSOs to enforce parking matters, 
08.KTF.29
DATE OF NEXT MEETING AND FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

The next meeting would be held on 2nd February 2009.
Subject to available time, the following items would be included on the Agenda :

· Update on Residents’ Parking Schemes

· Updating existing traffic orders in Kettering Town
· Academy proposals

· ‘8 to 8’ Surgeries - progress

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.50pm)

Signed ....................................................

Chair
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