
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Meeting held – 7th July 2008

Present:
Julie Miller (Independent Member) Chair


Borough Councillors Christopher Groome, Gil Rennie and Margaret Talbot.

Stuart Kilpatrick , Brian Christie, Phil Carter (Independent members)

Heather Shuttleworth (Parish Council Representative)


Geoffrey Durward (Town Council Representative)

Also Present:
Jonathan Eatough (Monitoring Officer)


 Ian White (Committee Administrator)

08.STA.01    APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Lloyd Landry.
08.STA.02
MINUTES
RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 21st April 2008 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

08.STA.03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.

08.STA.04
REVIEWING THE CONSTITUTION – GIFTS AND HOSPITALITY (A1)


A report was submitted that requested members to consider the provisions in the Constitution relating to gifts and hospitality as part of its programme of reviewing policies and protocols contained in it. It was noted that since this part of the Constitution was last reviewed, an amended code had been introduced which had removed the requirement for a Member Register of Gifts and Hospitality and replaced it with an obligation to declare any qualifying gifts and hospitality in the Register of Member’s interests. Details of suggested changes were submitted to assist members in their consideration of the matter. Members noted the rationale for the gifts to the level of £25 being 
incorporated into the Procedures Rules.

RESOLVED
that the proposed changes to the Gifts and Hospitality Procedure Rules be agreed and the necessary changes be made to reflect the amended Councillor Code of Conduct subject to the approval of the Borough Council at its next meeting to be held on 24th September 2008.
08.STA.05
COMPLIANCE REPORT (A2)

A report was submitted that provided members with an update in respect of complaints against members made to the Standards Board and referred for investigation received since the last report in January 2007. A copy of the case summaries in respect of investigations and determinations recently undertaken were submitted for members information. It was noted that there was one complaint outstanding where the investigation had been completed which had been considered by members of the Standards Sub Committee prior to this meeting. That matter would be included in the figures when this matter was next reported to this committee.

(NB: Brian Christie joined the meeting at 7:08pm, and Councillor Christopher Groome joined the meeting at 7:11pm)

Members of the Committee noted that there was likely to be more referrals in future, but that at this stage it would be difficult to estimate what the cost of these proceedings would be.

                          RESOLVED 
that 
i) the information provided be noted; and 

ii) no further training provision was felt to be necessary currently.

08.STA.06
UPDATE ON THE LOCAL FILTER (A3)


A report was submitted that asked members to note the new operational arrangements for the management of the new local determination regulations that came into force on the 8th May 2008.  Members recalled that the preferred option was the establishment of sub-committees with the appeal process being in conjunction with another authority.

Members further noted that the introduction of the local assessment of complaints would have a financial impact on the authority, requiring more meetings to be called (and the associated costs) and was also likely to lead to more complaints being referred for investigation in the short term, until members become more experienced with the process. It would not be possible to quantify the size of the financial impact as it would depend upon the quantity and the nature of the complaints received. 

A draft set of slightly amended Terms of Reference for the Referrals Sub-Committee, the Review Joint Committee, the Monitoring Officer Protocol and new assessment criteria for the Referrals Sub-Committee were circulated to members. It was felt that it would be more helpful for members to consider these documents at their next meeting. It was noted that, in the meantime the documents could be used as a procedural guide only, should any referrals be received prior to them being formally adopted.

Members considered the suggested processes and their potential impact on the Committee. The situation with regard to the Review Joint Committee was noted in respect of progress by neighbouring Councils with this matter. It was further noted that the content of the documents had been based on Standards Board Guidance. 

                      RESOLVED
that 
i) the new arrangements are noted and a report is submitted to the next meeting of the Committee with regard to the Terms of Reference for the Referrals Sub-Committee, the Review Joint Committee, the Monitoring Officer Protocol and the assessment criteria for the Referrals Sub-Committee; and
ii) should any referrals be received prior to their adoption, the assessment criteria referred to in i) above be used as a guide. .

08.STA.07     TRAINING – THE LOCAL FILTER (A4)
At this point in the meeting, Members took part in a training session on how the local filter would work in practice. The exercises that were undertaken were some of those prepared by the Standards Board for England.
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.12pm)

Signed ………………………………………………………
Chair
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